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Jared Velasquez, 10, and his dog Tar attempt to make a snowman in McAllen, Texas, on Saturday. He doesn't have much practice — the
flakes are the first measurable snowfall in this region of the Rio Grande valley since 1895.

The Lakers’ Kobe Bryant, right, shoots
as the Heat's Shaquille O'Neal (32)
defends, Saturday, in Los Angeles.
Miami defeated Los Angeles in over-
time 104-102.
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States

Immigrant smuggling trial: Two
men were convicted for their roles in
a human smuggling attempt that
ended in the deaths of 19 illegal immi-
grants crammed in a sweltering trac-
tor-trailer, and could face life in prison.
Victor Jesus Rodriguez and Fredy Giovan-
ni Garcia-Tobar were found guilty of the
most serious charge, conspiracy, and 19
counts of aiding in the transport of immi-
grants that results in death.

Cassini spacecraft probe: A probe once
attached to the international Cassini space-
craft was on its own Saturday for the first
time, headed on a slow, tumbling course
into the hazy atmosphere of Saturn’s plan-
et-size moon Titan.

The European Space Agency’s Huygens
probe carried instruments that may reveal
more about the moon’s chemistry and
whether Titan actually has lakes or seas of
liquid methane and ethane that have been
theorized by scientists.

Catholic clergy abuse: A Roman Catholic
religious order has agreed to pay $6.3 mil-
lion to settle lawsuits brought by three
former students who were sexually abused
by counselors and teachers at an elite pri-
vate school in the late 1970s and early
1980s.

The largest of the three settlements, at $4
million, would be one of the biggest in Cali-
fornia for a plaintiff in a clergy sexual abuse
case, am)meys and victims advocates said

The ‘abuse occurred when the plaintiffs,
now in their 30s and 40s, attended the Con-
cord school operated by the Christian Broth-
ers religious order.

World

Sudan peace agreement: The Sudanese
government and the main southern rebel
group, Sudan People’s Liberation Army,
will sign a peace agreement Jan. 10 in
Kenya to end more than 20 years of civil
yar,a senior government official said Satur-

Guthl el-Mahdi, political adviser to Presi-
dent Omar el-Bashir, told the official Sudan
Media Center that the government and
SPLA negotiators decided to continue their
talks during the Christmas and the New
Year holidays and that the signing ceremo-
ny will be publicly celebrated both in
Sudan’s north and south.

On Thursday, President Bush signed legis-
lation that authorizes financial support to
help Sudanese victims of violence and as an

Grounded freighter: The two halves of the
Selendang Ayu, a 738-foot freighter that ran
aground Dec. 8, sit offshore of Unalaska
Island, Ala. Commercial divers spent hours
Friday in a futile search for the black box of
a Coast Guard helicopter that crashed into
the Bering Sea while trying to rescue the
crew of the grounded Malaysian freighter.
The divers planned another recovery at-
tempt at the next break in the weather,
expected Tuesday. The helicopter crashed
with 10 people on board. Four were rescued
by another helicopter, but six crewmembers
were lost at sea and are dead.

minister, got 16 percent of the vote in Octo-
ber elections.

International space station: An un-
manned Russian cargo spaceship on a vital
supply mission prepared Saturday to dock
at the international space station, carrying
food for the two-member U.S.-Russian
crew, who have been forced to ration their
dwindling supplies.

The Progress M-51 lifted off Friday from
the Baikonur cosmodrome in the steppes of
Kazakhstan and was set to moor at the sta-
tion at 2:31 a.m. Moscow time Sunday.

Afghan fighting: Suspected Taliban rebels
attacked a government office in southern
ghanistan, prompting a firefight that left
one soldier and two militants dead, the gov-
ernor said on Saturday. In other violence, an
army truck driver was killed when rebels
ambushed his convoy.

About 40 Taliban ambushed a govern-
ment office in the Ata Ghar district of south-
ern Zabul province on Thursday, said Gov.
Khial Mohammed. He said outgunned secu-
rity forces held the rebels off, Killing two of
them. One soldier was also killed.

Meanwhile, rebels attacked an Afghan
military convoy as it made its way from
western Herat province to neighboring
Farah, killing one driver and wounding two
others, Farah's deputy police Hajib Moham-
‘med Rassoul said on Saturday.

Musharraf assassination attempt: A Paki-
stani soldier has been sentenced to death
and another soldier given 10 years imprison-
ment after they were convicted in an at-
tempt to assassinate President Gen. Pervez

incentive for reaching a final peace agree-
ment with SPLA. The bill also encourages
Bush to impose sanctions on Sudan’s govern-
ment if violence continues in Darfur or the
peace talks collapse.

Afghan politics: The runner-up to Hamid
Karzai in historic presidential elections con-
gratulated the Afghan leader on Saturday
on the formation of his Cabinet, and said he
is in the process of forming an opposition po-
litical party.

Yunus Qanooni said he had deep respect
for the Cabinet ministers and for Karzai
himself — but that he felt he could best
serve the nation by becoming a leading op-
position figure. He said he would call the
party New Afghanistan, and that it would be
created in the coming weeks.

Qanooni, an ethnic Tajik who was a senior
figure in the northern alliance and later
served as Karzai’s interior and education

, an army said Fri-

day.

Other air force and army personnel are
facing similar trials in military courts over
last year’s bomb attack, believed to have
been plotted by a Libyan al-Qaida operative
with help from Pakistani Islamic militants,
Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan said.

Abductee dispute: North Korea on Satur-
day demanded that Tokyo return evidence
from Pyongyang’s investigation into the
North’s abductions of Japanese citizens de-
cades ago, after Japan lodged a protest say-
ing the investigation efforts were inade-
quate, media reports said.

jorth Korea has admitted to kidnapping
13 Japanese in the 1970s and 1980s, and re-
cently handed over what it claims to be the re-
‘mains of one of the victims, Megumi Yokota.

However, DNA tests by Japanese experts
concluded that the remains were not Yoko-
ta’s.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press

For home delivery, call DSN
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Experience one of fhe world 's largest snow exhibitions --- only an hour and half from Tokyol
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Book your trip with us! Packages still available!
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Japanese to develop new attack warning

BY CHIYOMI SUMIDA
Stars and Stripes

Japan’s government will devel-
op a siren warning system to alert
the nation in case of a ballistic
missile attack, Japan’s Fire and
Disaster Management Agency an-
nounced Monday.

Research on the system is to
begin April 1, FDMA announced.

The system will depend on in-
formation transmitted from a
U.S. space-based sensor, accord-
ing to an FDMA official. A ballis-
tic missile entering Japanese ter-
ritory should trigger sirens in-
stalled in local communities, the
agency said.

The FDMA spokesman said
that detailed plans were yet to be
drawn for how people should
react and where they can find
shelters.

“We will educate the public on
how they should react to the si-
rens and where they should find
shelters, such as solid buildings,
but detailed plans will come later
after the research and develop-
ment on the system is done next
year,” he said.

‘The Japanese government Mon-
day set aside $2 million in its fis-
cal 2005 budget for research ex-
penses for the siren network,
called Now Cast System.

“Under the Law to Protect Civil-
ians in the event of an armed at-
tack, the FDMA is responsible to
warn municipal governments,”
read a statement the agency re-
leased Monday. “Meanwhile,
local governments are required
to alert residents of an attack
through their community wire-
less system. Especially (when)

warning against a ballistic missile
attack, which requires instant re-
sponse, it is necessary to develop
a system to quickly transmit the
information to the public.

“We will begin to develop the
system in the coming new fiscal
year starting in April,” said Hi-
roshi Miyawaki, FDMA'’s Public
Protection Operation Room chief.
“It will still be in an experimental
stage but if it is proved to be suc-
cessful, we will gradually intro-
duce the system.”

The Now Cast System lets the
agency use a communications sat-
ellite to activate community wire-
less systems to set off local sirens,
he said, while faxing the warning
at the same time to prefectural
governments.

Community wireless systems
are installed throughout the coun-

try at major cities, areas near
U.S. military installations and
other important facilities such as
power plants. As of December, 66
percent of Japan’s approximately
3,100 municipal governments had
the community wireless system,
he said.

According to the agency’s plan,
information on firing of a ballistic
missile targeted at Japan is to be
detected by a U.S. space-based
sensor and automatically trans-
mitted to a land-based radar. It
then is to be then sent to FDMA’s
siren command center via the
Self-Defense Agency, Prime Min-
ister’s Office and Cabinet Office.
The information further will be re-
layed to a satellite “Super bird,”
Miyawaki said, which instanta-
neﬂusly is to activate Interface,

“The system is not necessary
only for a missile attack,” he said.

“To protect the nation from any
imminent danger, warning must
be given to the public as quickly
as possible,” he said, adding that
the siren warning system is de-
signed to help the public evacuate
to safety.

He said that FDNA has been
working on a similar warning sys-
tem to alert the public of a major
earthquake or tsunami.

The route for information flow
was slightly different but the sys-
tem was similar, he said.

“In the experiment of an earth-
quake, which we conducted in
2003 fiscal year, it took about 20
seconds before sirens went off,”
he said.

sys-
tem that sounds the sirens.

E-mail Chiyomi Sumida at:
sumidac@pstripes.osd.mil

Yokota schedules information fair for retirees

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Yokota of-
ficials are staging an information fair Jan.
13 for all US. military retirees on the
Kanto Plain.

The session is designed to raise aware-
ness about various benefits and quali-
ty-of-life issues affecting overseas retirees.
It's to begin at 8 a.m. in the Yokota Enlisted
Club’s main ballroom.

“Ill be one-stop shopping for retirees,”
said 1st Lt. Warren Comer, a 374th Airlift

Wing spokesman. “It's basically designed
to provide them insight on what kind of ser-
vices they have available here at Yokota.
Retirees from all branches can attend.
They can figure out what they need to do
and how they need to do it.”

Civilian and military personnel matters,
services, legal affairs, finances, vehicle ac-
cess and medical care are among the specif-
ic issues representatives from different
base organizations are to cover. Col. Mark
Schissler, the 374th Airlift Wing command-
er, also is scheduled to speak.

Booths are being set up at the informa-

tional fair to put retirees in touch with
other organizations, such as the Veterans
of Foreign Affairs.

A free breakfast will be served before
the briefings, which are expected to last
about two hours.

Comer said retiree informational fairs
routinely are conducted at military installa-
tions in the United States, particularly in
areas with large pockets of former service-
members. It's being held at Yokota for the
first time.

“They're not normally done overseas be-

cause of a lack of services available to retir-
ees,” Comer said. “At bases in the U.S,,
many organizations will get together for
these informational fairs. This will be the
same thing but on a smaller scale.”

Retirees planning to take part in the Yoko-
ta event will be required to show proper
identification upon entering the base.

Contact Rodney Bradish at DSN
225-8324 or 011-81-31175-58324 for more
information about the Retiree Information-
al Fair.

Those who w1sh to attend should RSVP
by e-mail at: Yok
E-mail Vince Littl at:littlev@pstripes.osd.mil

Atsugi cantata tells Chrlstmas story

PHOTOS BY CHAD LORENZANA, Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

‘Community members of Atsugi Naval Air Facility, Japan, portray shepherds visiting the baby Jesus during a
Christmas cantata held Thursday at Atsugi’s Chapel of the Good Shepherd. The musical/dramatic program
told the story of Christmas to a packed audience. More than 100 people from the Catholic and Protestant
chapel community were involved in the planning and performance of the event.

From left, Don Waters, Chaplain Curtis Schmidtlein and Chief Warrant
Officer Ed White sing a traditional Christmas carol in their roles as the

Three Wise Men.

Chapel of the Good Shepherd Children’s Choir performs during the
cantata,
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Rumsfeld surprises troops in Iraq

DOD secretary:
Defeating the

insurgency an
Iraqi problem

BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — After a bruising
month at home, U.S. Defense Sec-
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld clear-
ly relished his surprise holiday
visit with American troops in
some of the most dangerous areas
of Iraq.

In a Christmas Eve visit, he con-
soled wounded soldiers in Mosul,
told the infantry in Tikrit that de-
mocracy requires perseverance,
and bucked up battle-weary Ma-
rines in Fallujah.

Rumsfeld praised the troops
and told them he believes they
will defeat the insurgency that
threatens the country. He dis-

U.S. Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, on a surprise Christmas Eve visit, talks to Marines and sailors
of Bravo Surgical Company, 1st Medical Battalion, 1st Force Service Support Group, | Marine Expeditionary

missed “the naysayers and the
doubters,” saying “there have
been such doubters “throughout
every conflict in the history of the
world.”

The 12-hour trip came as law-
makers have accused Rumsfeld
of appearing indifferent to sol-
diers and their families. Much of
the criticism stemmed from
Rumsfeld’s visit to Kuwait this
month. When a National Guards-
man asked why the Army had not
provided sufficient armor for his
unit's vehicles, Rumsfeld said,
“You go to war with the Army you
have, not the Army you might
want or wish to have.”

In his Christmas Eve encoun-
ters with U.S. military command-
ers and hundreds of their troops,
Rumsfeld heard — and said — lit-
tle about armor or troop shortag-
es, issues that have made him a

Force, at their base in Fallujah, Iraq, on Friday.

political target in Washington
among both Democrats and Re-
publicans.

His main message over a
four-city tour was quite different:
that the insurgency has staying
power and a seemingly endless
supply of weapons, and the time
has come for ordinary Iraqjs to re-
alize that they — not the Ameri-
cans — will ultimately decide
who prevails in this conflict.

Rumsfeld fielded friendly ques-
tions. One soldier raised his hand
to say that despite well-publi-
cized complaints of some troops
over having to stay in the military
beyond their enlistment or retire-
ment dates, others accepted the
hardship.

At each stop, Rumsfeld spent
more time than he usually does to

mingle with individual soldiers
and have his picture taken with
them. He ate breakfast, lunch and
dinner with the troops.

“What's in there?” he asked
about a military-issue sandwich
before accepting it and sitting
down to eat with the troops. At a
later food stop in Baghdad, he
seemed more certain of his selec-
tion: He requested a slice of ham.

Rumsfeld greeted soldiers of
the 1st Infantry Division in Tikrit
and Marines at their main base
outside the city of Fallujah, the
scene of intense combat last
month. Three Marines were
killed in Fallujah just hours be-
fore Rumsfeld arrived.

The defense secretdry zipped
across the count a Black
Hawk helicopter ﬂymg at treetop

level and escorted by Apache at-
tack helicopters. He arrived first
in Mosul in pre-dawn darkness,
visiting with soldiers wounded in
Tuesday’s apparent suicide at-
tack on a mess tent.

Rumsfeld ended his day in
Baghdad, meeting with top Ameri-
can commanders and holdmg
talks with Iraq’s interim presi-
dent, Ghazi al-Yawar, who told
Rumsfeld that he shared the
Bush administration’s optimism
about establishing a stable Iraqgi
democracy.

The Pentagon shrouded Rums-
feld’s trip in unusual secrecy out
of concern for security.

Just hours after Rumsfeld left
Baghdad, a gas tanker truck
wired with explosives blew up in
the city, killing one person and
wounding 19.

Marines capture senior al-Zarqawi militants

BY BASSEM MROUE
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The U.S. military said Satur-
day it has captured two senior terrorists
linked to Iraq’s most feared Islamic militant
group as police uncovered more bodies under
the rubble after a day after a suicide bomber
blew up a gas tanker in an upscale Baghdad
district.

The two detainees linked to Jordanian ter-
rorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi’s Al-Qaida in
TIraq network were identified as Saleh Arugay-
an Kahlil and Bassim Mohammad Hazeem.

“Both of these individuals were cell leaders
for a local Zargawi-affiliated terrorist group
that is operating” in the western province of
Anbar that include the cities of Ramadi and
Fallujah, U.S. Marines said in a statement.

Al-Zargawi’s group recently changed its
name to Al-Qaida in Iraq and pledged alle-
giance to Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida net-
work. It has claimed responsibility for numer-
ous deadly attacks against U.S. troops and gov-
ernment forces.

No group has yet claimed responsibility for
the gas truck explosion Friday night in the up-
scale Mansour district near the Libyan and

Moroccan embassies, which killed at least
nine people and demolished several houses.
Police said it was a suicide attack.

Rescuers on Saturday uncovered seven
more bodies under the rubble of one of the
shattered housed. At least 14 people were seri-
ously wounded by the blast which struck just
hours after U.S. Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld left the capital following an unan-
nounced one-day visit to Iraq.

There were no members of the multination-
al forces among the casualties. There were no
injuries inside the embassies.

In other violence Saturday, a car bomb ex-
ploded as a U.S. military convoy was passing
through the southern town of Ein al-Nus, kill-
ing three Iragis and wounding two, police
said.

Gunmen shot dead Hasan Abdul-Ghani
al-Rubaei, a professor at Baghdad Universi-
ty’s medical school.

And a roadside bomb exploded Saturday
near the car of the governor of eastern Diyala
province, wounding four of his guards, offi-
cials said.

Governor Abdullah Rashid al-Jbouri was
e blast in the town of Khan

The Marine ing the ar-
rest of the suspected extremists said al-Zar-
qawi’s cell “kidnapped and executed 11 Iragi
National Guardsmen,” carried out car bomb-
ings and other attacks in the Ramadi area and
“smuggled foreign terrorists into the coun-
ey

Violence has escalated across Iraq in the
run-up to national elections scheduled for
Jan. 30.

While majority Shiites have embraced the
polls as a chance to assert their numerical
strength, radical elements within the minority
Sunni community are leading the campaign to
prevent the vote.

Yy
Bani Saad, halfway between Baqouba and
Baghdad, Said Dr. Abdullah Mohammed of
the Bagouba General Hospital.

Meanwhile, Traqi police have arrested a
group of six men suspected to have organized
last week’s explosions in the Shiite holy city of
Najaf that killed more than 50 people.

More displaced residents of the battered
city of Fallujah returned to inspect their devas-
tated homes Saturday.

On Thursday and Friday, a total 1,404 resi-
dents returned to their homes in the Andalus
district of Fallujah under the supervision of
government and U.S. forces, a Marine state-
ment said.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Friday, Dec. 24, 2004,
at least 1,323 members of the
U.S. military have died since
the beginning of the Iraq war
in March 2003, according to an
Associated Press count. At
least 1034 died as a result of
hostile action, the Defense De-
partment said. The figures in-
clude three military civilians.

count is seven high-

er the Defense Depart-
‘ment’s tally, last updated at 10
am. EST Thursday. There has
ggt been an update thus far Fri-

.

The British military has re-
ported 75 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 16; Spain, 11; U'kmme,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slova-
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Ne'Lherlands two each;
and Denmark, El Salvador,
Hungary and Latvia one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,185 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 925 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

M No new deaths reported.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the Defense Depart-

ment:
Killed Tuesday in an attack
on a mess hall near Mosul

aq:

W Army Pfc. Lionel Ayro, 22,
Jeanerette, La.; assigned to the
73rd Engmeer Company, 1st
Brigade, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, Fort Lewis, Wash.

| Army Spe. Jonathan Cas-
tro, 21, Corona, Calif; as-
signed to the 73rd Engineer
Company, 1st Brigade, 25th In-
fantry Division, Fort Lewis,
Was

rmy Spc. Cory M.
Herl’t 26, Stewart, Tenn.; as-
signed to the 705th Ordnance
Company, Fort Polk, La.

W Army Capt. William W. Ja-
cobsen Jr., 31, Charlotte, N.C.;
assigned to the 1st Battalion,
24th’ Infantry Reg]ment lst
Brigade, 25th Infantry Di

talion,
ment, 1st Bngade 25th Infan-
ry Dvxsmn Fort wis,
Wash.

W Army Staff Sgt. Julian S.
Melo, 47, New York; assigned
to the 1st Battalion, Sth Infan-
try Regiment, Ist Brigade,
25th Infantry Division, Fort
Lewis, Wash.

Arm Sgt. Maj. Robert D.
O’Dell 38 Manassas, Va.; as-
signed to the United States

y Intelligence & Security
Command Fort Belvoir, Va.

rmy Spc. David A. Ru-
hren, 20, Stafford, Va.; as-
signed to the Army National
Guard’s 276th Engineer Battal-
ion, West Point, Va.

M Army Staff Sgt. Darren D.
VanKomen, 33, Bluefield,
W.Va, assigned to the 2nd
Squadron 14th Cavalry Regi-
‘ment, 1st Brigade, 25th Infan-
try DlVlSlOl‘l. Fort Lewis,
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Army strategist:
Occupation plan
too little, late

By THOMAS E. RICKS
The Washington Post

The U.S. military invaded Iraq
without a formal plan for occupy-
ing and stabilizing the country,
and this high-level failure contin-
ues to undercut what has been a
“mediocre” Army effort there, an
Army historian and strategist has
concluded.

“There was no Phase IV plan”
for occupying Iraq after the com-
bat phase, writes Maj. Isaiah Wil-
son III, who served as an official
historian of the campaign and
later as a war planner in Iraq.
‘While a variety of government of-
fices had considered the possible
situations that would follow a U.S.
victory, Wilson writes, no one pro-
duced an actual document laying
out a strategy to consolidate the
victory after major combat opera-
tions ended.

“While there may have been
‘plans’ at the national level, and
even within various agencies with-
in the war zone, none of these
‘plans’ operationalized the prob-
lem beyond regime collapse” —
that is, laid out how U.S. forces
would be moved and structured,
‘Wilson writes in an essay that has
been delivered at several academ-
ic conferences but not published.
“There was no adequate opera-
tional plan for stability operations
and support operations.”

Similar criticisms have been
made before, but until now they
have not been stated so authorita-
tively and publicly by a military
insider positioned to be familiar
with top-secret planning. During
the period in question, from April
to June 2003, Wilson was a re-
searcher for the Army’s Opera-
tion Iragi Freedom Study Group.

Then, from July 2003 to March
2004, he was the chief war plan-
ner for the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, which was stationed in north-
ern Iraq.

A copy of Wilson’s study as pre-
sented in October at Cornell Uni-
versity was obtained by The
‘Washington Post.

As a result of the failure to pro-
duce a plan, Wilson asserts, the
uUs. mlhtary lost the dominant po-
sition in Iraq in the summer of
2003 and has been scrambling to
recover ever since.

“In the two to three months of
ambiguous transition, U.S. forces
slowly lost the momentum and
the initiative ... gained over an
off-balanced enemy,” he writes.
“The United States, its Army and
its coalition of the willing have
been playing catch-up ever
since.”

It was only in November 2003,
seven months after the fall of
Baghdad, that U.S. occupation au-
thorities produced a formal
“Phase IV” plan for stability oper-
ations, Wilson reports. Phase I
covers preparation for combat,
followed by initial operations,
Phase II, and combat, Phase III.
Post-combat  operations  are
called Phase IV.

Many in the Army have blamed
Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld and other top Pentagon civil-
ians for the unexpectedly difficult
occupation of Irag, but Wilson re-
serves his toughest criticism for
Army commanders who, he con-
cludes, failed to grasp the strate-
gic situation in Iraq and so not did
not plan properly for victory. He
concludes that those who planned
the war suffered from “stunted
learning and a reluctance to
adapt.”
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Yokota Baptist Church

Pastor Warren Webster
430 £J  YBC services are interpreted in Japanese
REACHING THE MILITARY AND JAPAN, ONE PERSON AT A TIM

Yokota Christian Academy M-F  Friday
Sunday Awana Club 1900
Early Service 0850  Monthly
Sunday School 1000 Mens Prayer Breakfast 1st Sat
Morning Service 1100 Ladies Meeting 1st Sat
Mooy € 1590 Dec 51 2100-2400 New Years Eve:
Faith Bible Instiute 1850 pleallpreaching)

"Time-Changer Movie", Games
Tuesday
Soul Winning & Visitation 1830 CH__CH
Wednesday What is missing?
Evening Service & Prayer Mtg 1900
Paich & Pee Wee Clubs 1900 Woﬁmﬁz’mﬁ

3 aptistchurch.org
I 16

Fussa Gate Term Gate
At Fussa Gate: Left on 16 to light. Turn right. Take next left. Church on left.

Driving downfield

JEREMY A. CLAWSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Sgt. Andy Grentz, of the 209th Military Police Company with the Lashkar Gah Provincial Reconstruction
Team, goes after the ball during a recent soccer game against local players in Lashkar Gah, Afghanistan.
U.S. civil affairs soldiers with the PRT have provided $16,000 to supply not only 25 soccer teams with balls,
nets and cleats, but also 25 volleyball teams and 25 cricket teams.

Aziz denies any corruption
in U.N. oil-for-food program

BY OMAR SINAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Tariq Aziz, a
jailed former senior aide to Sadd-
am Hussein, wants to write a
book about Saddam but rejected
reports that he will testify against
the former dictator, his lawyer
said Friday. Aziz also denied
there was any corruption in the
U.N.-run oil-for-food program.

The lawyer, Badee Izzat Aref,
said he met Aziz — Iraq’s former
deputy prime minister and for-
eign minister — for five hours
Thursday in a small room in an
area near Baghdad with a mem-
ber of the U.S. military present.

Aref quoted Aziz as saying he
denied “any wrongdoings related
to the oil-for-food program” that
allowed Iraq to sell oil to buy food
and medicine for its people suffer-
ing under U.N. sanctions imposed
in 1990.

UN. officials have been ac-
cused of corruption in the
oil-for-food program that started
in 1996. A report in October by
U.S. arms inspector Charles Du-

elfer said Saddam was able to
“subvert” the $60 billion program
to generate an estimated $1.7 bil-
lion in revenue outside U.N. con-
trol from 1997 to 2003.

The report alleged that Iraq
tried to manipulate foreign gov-
ernments by awarding contracts
and bribes to foreign companies
and political figures in countries
who showed support for ending
sanctions, in particular U.N. Secu-
rity Council members Russia,
France and China. It alleged,
among other things, that Aziz
paid a cash bribe of up to $20 mil-
lion to a female colonel in the Rus-
sian Intelligence Service.

The corruption allegations
have further strained relations be-
tween the United Nations and
Washington. The Iraqi media has
speculated that Aziz could agree
to testify against Saddam and
other top leaders as part of a plea
bargain. But Aref said that would
not happen.

“I am not ready to testify
against President Saddam Hus-
sein. I will not say anything that

contradicts with my conscience
and honor,” Aziz said a handwrit-
ten statement that Aref showed to
an Associated Press reporter.

“I am not ready to speak about
Saddam Hussein now, but I will
when I become a free person. I
will write a book about him be-
cause I am not ready to testify in
front of any court or any judge,”
Aref quoted Aziz as saying. “It is
a conspiracy. When the Ameri-
cans want us dead, they will hand
us over to Iragis and ... they will
kill us. The orders will be Ameri-
can but the hands that carry it out
will be Iragi.”

Aref said Aziz told him he
meets the other 10 top Baath
Party officials, excluding Sadd-
am, during a three-hour break
every day when they can walk in
the open air or have a shower.
They are only allowed three show-
ers a week, Aziz said.

It was the first meeting be-
tween Aziz and his lawyer since
he was captured by U.S. troops 20
months ago. The meeting came
shortly before Aziz is expected to
be interrogated by an investiga-
tive judge.

Powell urged Bush to beef up forces

WASHINGTON — As insurgents stepped up their
pressure, Secretary of State Colin Powell advised
President Bush and British Prime Minister Tony
Blair in November that Iraqi security forces should

Nov. 12, a senior U.S. official said Friday.

Blair's visit, which followed the death of Palestin-

be increased to counter attacks in the embattled

Sunni Triangle.

Powell, a former four-star general with long expe-
rience as an Army infantry officer in Vietnam and
Germany, emphasized a need for increased training
of Iraqis during the meeting at the White House

ian leader Yasser Arafat, was centered mostly on op-
portunities for peacemaking in the Middle East that
the prime minister and other European leaders saw
in Arafat’s passing.

But Bush and Blair also spent some time talking

about Iraq and the difficult security problems that
followed the war that removed President Saddam
Hussein and his regime.

From The Associated Press
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Rebuilding Iraq through the legal system

Officials: Iraqi court
trials a major step

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — In late September, Staff
Sgt. Ronald Lewis, Sgt. Shaun Thomas and
other soldiers from the 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion’s 1st Battalion, S03rd Infantry Regi-
ment raided a compound south of Fallujah.
Inside, they found a cache of illegal weap-
ons, ammunition, piles of cash and stacks of
propaganda.

On Dec. 19 in a Baghdad courtroom, be-
fore an Iraqi judge, Lewis and Thomas testi-
fied in the preliminary hearing of the sus-
pect they detained that day.

U.S. military officials say prosecuting in-
surgents and other criminals in the Central
Criminal Court of Iraq is a major step in re-
building the Iraqi legal system. It is an in-
creasingly effective tool to show soldiers
that many of the insurgents they detain will
be off the streets and be stopped from orga-
nizing future attacks.

“Establishing the rule of law is the corner-
stone of a free and democratic society,” said
Lt. Col. Bernard McLaughlin, the Multi-Na-
tional Force Iraq deputy liaison to the court.

Traq’s legal code was written by the

JOSEPH GIORDONO/Stars and Stripes

Staff Sgt. Scott Ramsey from Washington, D.C., conducts a security briefing before escort-
ing the U.S. military lawyers working with the Central Criminal Court of Iraq in Baghdad.

French. Louisiana, with its French roots,
has the legal system most similar to the
Iraqi Penal Code of 1969, which was largely
abandoned under Saddam Hussein.

In recent weeks, U.S. military officials at
the central court have been teaching
front-line troops how to work within the sys-
tem. They give presentations on how to col-

lect and preserve evidence; they also help
soldiers from the front lines get to Baghdad
to testify in court.

“If the tactical scene allows you to do it,
tell everyone to take pictures. If you pop a
guy in a house, take pictures of the detainee
in the house with the weapons,” McLaugh-
lin told visiting soldiers from the judge advo-

E-mail: yokota@fe-nf.com m==
giva vou the best offer!! JUST CALL USIY

cate general and military intelligence units
of the 256th Brigade Combat Team.

The central Court has heard 900 cases.
U.S. military officials have brought 200 of
those cases, McLaughlin said. Two weeks
ago, McLaughlm and his staff — made up of

servicemembers from all branches —
won what they call a landmark case.

For the first time, an Iragi man was con-
victed of murdering a U.S. servicemember.
Alaa Sartell Khthee, 28, was sentenced to 15
years in prison for shooting to death Lt.
Kylan Jones-Huffman in an August 2003
Baghdad marketplace ambush.

The goal of the central court, McLaughlin
said, is to have four trials and four investiga-
tive hearings each day.

Sentences range from six months to 30
years, with the average time served being
two to three years in one of Irag’s 27 pris-
ons, officials said. The average turnaround
time from arrest to trial is three to four
months, but officials are telling line units
they will fast-track lmporlant cases that can
set a countrywide exampl

Court is held six days a week at Saddam’s
former museum of antiquities in downtown
Baghdad. To get there, McLaughlin and the
other military lawyers must leave the rela-
tive safety of the International Zone. For se-
curity, they alter their routes and the timing
everyday and ride with a special Air Force
protective detail.

E-mail Joseph Giordono at:
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil
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PHOTOS BY MARIA J. BARE/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force.
Above: Late-night talk show host David Letterman signs a T-shirt for a
U.S. Army soldier deployed to Tallil Air Base, Iraq, before boarding a
C-130 transport aircraft. Letterman hosted a Christmas Eve show for
U.S. troops, marking the third consecutive year he's spent entertaining
military personnel during the holiday season. Right: Letterman greets
troops deployed to Tallil.

NTERNATIONAL PAGKAGES;
GUAM _4I|a!_ 5 ¥34,800~ (sa16)

) ez
k) Frm

SHANGHAI 3days ¥29,800~ (s2r1)

147, 28, 31,2114 21

SINGAPOREHays !31,_500-(9}5:" CEBU Sdays ¥52,800~ (s

L O LS GEEGT
RN T )

® EnJoY!ELT)

(1 WIGHT STAY 1

¥20,500- xzigon..

SAPPORO) |OKINAWA| | 0SAKA' (HIROSHIMA

The Associated Press

David Letterman brought his
late-night show to Marines serv-
ing in Iraq on Friday, loosening
up the Camp Tagaddum crowd
with the line, “Anybody here
from out of town?”

Letterman brought along musi-
cal director Paul Shaffer, stage
manager Biff Henderson, comedi-
an Tom Dreesen and the band Off
the Wall.

When hands flew in the air in
response to requests for a volun-
teer to help deliver the opening
monologue, he asked: “Isn’t that
how you got here?”

ith the help of cue cards held
by an Army soldier, Letterman
ran off a series of crowd-pleasers:
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Letterman’s a scream for U.S. troops

“Iraqi elections are in January.
Hurry up and pick somebody so
we can get the hell out of here.”
And: “If T wanted to face insur-
gents, I would've spent Christmas
with my relatives.”

Letterman has repeatedly fea-
tured Marines on “The Late
Show.”

“Paul and I were in Afghani-
stan three years ago, and last
year we were in Baghdad,” Letter-
man told the crowd. “We
wouldn’t want it any other way.
We're sorry we keep having to
come back. If you ever come to
New York City, come see us and
we'll treat you like big shots.”

The Marines, most of who have
been deployed since late sum-
mer, welcomed the visit.

fitmrri vty

%= BANGKOK  ¥155,000 (s1400) =85 SEOUL ¥79,000 s71e)
“Thad Riways Ti2-151 fifsrh
RouND T ‘The Gredit Gard For TRAVELLERS! IMPORTANT
APWORLD GRD | oo
Campaign pices
HICOS VISA / NICOS MASTER Do cah scopind viiasi o e

APPLY TODAY!
— o=

Subjoct @ avadat
Tax not included i ez

Prics may vary dopanding on dapartus.

Ploase inform vs f ya road bou s ices in Sturs & Srpes:
e statbisg lhoe Ihesa privas.

Japan Dumestic Pactege avaiate 10days in advance.

Lt mirwia beoing GKT

TRACHND  can
" NS, T0 EAST EXIT, on SHUYA |

S TINS. TO SOUTH EXIT, I8 S

a2 03-5795-471 1

i e

= 03-5467-0077 503-5391-3227 2= 045-322-7525




PAGE 8 J

L]

* STARS AND STRIPES

Monday, December 27, 2004

IN THE WORLD

Ruling

muddles
Ukraine
election

BY YURAS KARMANAU
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Ukraine’s
Constitutional Court ruled Sat-
urday that parts of recent legis-
lation restricting the voting
rights of homebound people vi-
olate the country’s constitu-
tion, clouding the presidential
rerun vote one day before bal-
lots were to be cast.

The decision by Ukraine’s
highest court won'’t delay Sun-
day’s vote but creates a head-
ache for the Central Election
Commission, which is re-
quired by law

Abbas begins bid to lead Palestinians

BY RAVI NESSMAN
The Associated Press

RAMALLAH, West Bank —
Cloaking himself in Yasser
Arafat's legacy, interim Palestin-
ian leader Mahmoud Abba
opened his campaign for presi-
dent Saturday with a pledge to ful-
fill Palestinian dreams of state-
hood.

Abbas, the front-runner in the
Jan. 9 election, called on Israel to
end its occupation of the West
Bank, Gaza Strip and east Jerusa-
lem — areas that Israel captured
in the 1967 Mideast War. He said
he favors a

dle East or the rest of the world.”
Abbas, who faces six opponents
in the presi-
dential vote,
is the candi-
date of
Arafat’s rul-
ing Fatah
movement.
He repeated-
ly  made
clear he in-
tends to
present him-
self as the
late Palestin-

o

Abbas

ian leader’s heir, despite their
. . I

and promised to respect the
rights of Palestinian refugees.
Israel and the Palestinians both
claim Jerusalem as their capital.
“We are choosing the path of
peace and negotiation,” Abbas
added. “If there is no peace here,
there will be no peace in the Mid-

y .

Since Arafat’s death Nov. 11,
Abbas has sought to harness
Arafat’s popularity to build sup-
0]

port.

Abbas’ rally began with a mo-
ment of silence for Arafat and he
sprinkled his speech with refer-

ences to the late leader.

Abbas also appeared alongside
Arafat in campaign posters and
advertisements that ran promi-
nently in Palestinian newspapers
Saturday. “On your path, we will
achieve the Palestinian dream,”
the ads say.

In his speech, Abbas reiterated
previous promises to hold parlia-
mentary elections in the first half
of 2005, shortly after the January
presidential race.

The militant group Hamas wel-
comed Abbas’ call for elections,
but urged him to follow through
on the promise.

Hamas, which is popular at the
local level, made a surprisingly
strong showing in municipal elec-
tions this week, and could be
poised to do well in the legislative
vote as well. The group is boycott-
ing the presidential vote.

As the campaign kicked off, Pal-

estinian newspapers were full of
advertisements from presidential
hopefuls. Human-rights worker
Mustafa Barghouti, who is run-
ning a distant second to Abbas in
opinion polls, appeared on the
front page of the al-Ayyam daily
and had billboard ads throughout
the West Bank.

“Put the cause in safe hands,”
the candidate says in one add, a
picture of Jerusalem’s Dome of
the Rock mosque in the back-
ground.

Late Friday, Abbas traveled to
the West Bank town of Bethle-
hem to join Christmas celebra-
tions, where he was greeted by
cheering crowds.

It was the first time a Palestin-
ian leader was permitted to go to
the biblical town for Christmas
since 2000. Israel prevented
Arafat from attending the celebra-
tion in recent years, accusing him
of advocating violence.

the ruling but has less than 24
hours to do so.

“We will fulfill the decision
of the Constitutional Court,”
said commission chief Yaro-
slav Davydovych. “We don’t
have another alternative. The
'vote must be held.”

Supporters of opposition
presidential candidate Viktor
Yushchenko pushed for the re-
strictions on voting at home,
saying they are necessary to
prevent a repeat of the vote
fraud that marred the Nov. 21
presidential runoff.

Ukraine's Supreme Court in-
validated the results of Novem-
ber’s vote, canceling the victo-
ry of Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych and ordering Sun-
day’s new ballot.

The Constitutional Court
said in its ruling Saturday that
the restrictions allowing only
people with certain disabilities
to vote at home were unconsti-
tutional and must be lifted im-
mediately.

The court ruled that all
those who are unable to get
themselves to polling stations
because of a disability or ill
health must be allowed to vote
at home.

The move could benefit
Yanukovych, who pushed for
the restrictions to be lifted, say-
ing they would deprive mil-
lions of their right to vote.

Marina Stavnichuk, the dep-
uty head of the Central Elec-
tion Commission, told Associat-
ed Press Television News that
the court’s ruling “will remove
doubt as to the legitimacy of
the rerun.”

She also said allowing the
disabled to vote at home is
“normal and humane from the
society’s point of view.”

The ruling does not affect
other newly adopted restric-
tions on absentee balloting,
which the opposition and West-
ern observers said became one
of the main vehicles for ram-
pant fraud in last month’s run-

off.

Nestor Shufrych, a lawmak-
er and Yanukovych ally, said
the court’s ruling would affect
about 3 million people.

Iran vows to defend nuclear facilities

BY ALI AKBAR DAREINI
The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s air force has been
ordered to shoot down any unknown or suspi-
cious flying objects in Iran’s airspace, an air
force spokesman said Saturday, amid
state-media reports of sightings of flying ob-
jects near Iran’s nuclear installations.

“All anti-aircraft units and jet fighters have
been ordered to shoot down the flying objects
over Iran’s airspace,” spokesman of the Regu-
lar Army Air Force Col. Salman Mahini said.

Flying-object fever has gripped Iran after
dozens of reported sightings in the summer
and in recent weeks. State-run media has re-
ported sightings of unknown objects flying
over parts of Iran where nuclear facilities are
located.

“The unidentified flying objects could be

satellites, comets or spying or reconnaissance
crafts trying to monitor Iran’s nuclear installa-
tions,” Mahini said.

“Flights of unknown objects in the coun-
try’s airspace have increased in recent weeks

.~ [they] have been seen over Bushehr and Is-
fahan provinces,” the daily Resalat reported
Saturday. There are nuclear facilities in both
provinces.

The timing of the reported increase in sight-
ings, which comes as the United States is urg-
ing allies to confront Iran over its nuclear pro-
gram, has strengthened Iranian public percep-
tions that the objects are surveillance or hos-
tile aircrafts monitoring Iran.

Iran’s Air Force chief, Gen. Karim Gha-
vami, was quoted in Iranian newspapers Sat-
urday as saying that Iran was fully prepared
to defend any threat to its nuclear installa-
tions.

Kim: N. Korea has no
plans to invade South

The Associated Press

SEOUL — North Korea’s lead-
er Kim Jong II has said his com-
munist country has no intention
of invading the South, an official
North Korean news report said
Saturday.

The North’s media have often
said a second Korean war would
not be triggered by North Korean
provocation but by an attack from
the South. Nonetheless, it’s highly
unusual for them to attribute
such a statement to Kim, said
South Korea’s official news agen-
¢y, Yonhap, which monitors the
North’s media.

“Greater Leader Kim Jong I
has pointed out that in the South
today, there is a fuss over the
non-existing at of invasion
from the North. But in reality, the
only existing threat of invasion is
not from the North but from the
South,” said North Korea’s
state-run Pyongyang Radio.

Pyongyang  Radio relayed
Kim’s comment at the head of its
accusing the South

of an arms buildup. Yonhap car-
ried the excerpts of the commen-

ary.

The 1950-53 Korean War start-
ed with a North Korean invasion
of the South. After three years of
fighting between U.N. forces led
by the United States and North
Korean troops backed by China,
the war ended with a truce — not
apeace treaty — leaving the divid-
ed Korean peninsula technically
still in a state of war.

For years, North Korea has
said the United States and its
“cannon-fodder” South Korean
troops plot to invade the North.

It adheres to such rhetoric
amid an international standoff
over its nuclear weapons pro-
grams.

North Korea keeps a 1.1 mil-
lion-member  military, the
world’s fifth largest, which faces
off with South Korea’s 650,000
military across the world 's most
heavily armed
34,000 US troops are
stationed in the South to help

“We have arranged plans to defend nuclear
facilities from any threat. Iran’s Air Force is
watchful and prepared to carry out its respon-
sibilities,” Ghavami was quoted as saying.

The daily Resalat had reported that “shin-
ing objects” in the sky were seen near Natanz
— where Iran’s uranium enrichment plant is
located — and one had exploded, causing

“concern and panic in the region.”

According to Mahini, Iran’s pilot training
center in Tehran will organize a two-day scien-
tific conference in March to shed more light
on the flying objects. The conference is sched-
uled for March 8-9.

Iran, labeled a member of the “axis of evil”
by Presmem Bush, is accused by the United
States of developing a clandestine nuclear
weapons program.

Iran has denied the U.S. charges, saying its
nuclear program is geared toward generating
electricity, not nuclear weapons.
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Relatives of Josue Lopez cry over the coffin in their home in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, on Friday. Unknown
assailants opened fire on a public bus late Thursday in northern Honduras, killing at least 28 passengers.

Killings on bus blamed
on Honduras gang wars

BY SERGIO DE LEON
The Associated Press

SAN PEDRO SULA, Honduras
— This Central American city
began to feel more like a war zone
than a city preparing for Christ-
mas a day after suspected gang
members wielding assault rifles
shot up a public bus, Killing 28 peo-
ple and wounding 14.

Nervous residents tried to finish
their Christmas shopping Friday
but became terrified and ran for
cover when rumors circulated that
the “Mara” street gangs were gath-
ering for battle.

“T was buying some shoes when
somebody shouted, ‘Here come the
Maras’ and everybody started run-
ning” said shopper Norman
Moreno, describing a brief midday
panic at the city’s central plaza.

The panic spread; police cars
hurried to the scene, but failed to
find the cause of the panic.

The Thursday massacre has
made Honduras’ anti-crime cam-
paign resemble an open war be-
tween street gangs and authorities,

with more than 1,000 soldiers pa-
trolling the outskirts of the city and
police searching for the killers.

In a message left on the bus’
windshield, the gunmen claimed
they were part of a previously un-
known revolutionary group op-
posed to the death penalty, one of
the main campaign issues in next
year’s presidential campaign.

he message also included
threats against congressional Presi-
dent Porfirio Lobo Sosa, a
death-penalty supporter and one of
four contenders for the ruling Na-
tional Party’s 2005 presidential
nomination.

Speaking to reporters at the
morgue, Lobo Sosa said the attack
“just reinforces my view that we
have to revive the death penalty,”
which was abolished in the 1950s.

“This is a desperate act by the
criminals in response to our strug-
gle against them, but we will not re-
treat,” President Ricardo Maduro
told reporters. “These evil [men]
seek to intimidate us and destabi-
lize the country, but they will not
be able to.”

Assailants cut off the city bus
filled with Christmas shoppers,
then opened fire in the San Pedro
suburb of Chamelecon, 125 miles
north of the capital, Tegucigalpa.

Six children were among the vic-
tims, and bloodied bodies littered
the muddy dirt road shortly after
the attack.

Some 53 people were aboard the
bus; 14 were wounded and being
&rea&ed atlocal hospitals, and 11 es-
caped unharmed or with only very
slight injuries.

A suspected gang member was
later arrested carrying several au-
tomatic weapons and driving a car
spotted at the scene. The violence
was the worst attack in years in a

Defection brokers
in S. Korea’s sights

Rights groups attack Seoul policy shift as
potentially harmful to those who flee North

BY SANG-HUN CHOE
The Associated Press

SEOUL — South Korea says it
plans to crack down on people who
demand money for organizing
mass defections of North Koreans
desperate to leave their isolated
Stalinist homeland.

But human rights groups worry
that the move is aimed at appeas-
ing the North and China — Pyong-
yang’s last major ally and the
way-station for many would-be
North Korean defectors.

So-called brokers — often ethnic
Koreans in China, South Korean
entrepreneurs or North Korean de-
fectors in the South — select
would-be defectors from the tens
of thousands of North Koreans
who flee their hunger-stricken
homeland and hide in northeastern
China.

They then help the North Kore-
ans barge into foreign embassies

in Beijing and other Asian capitals,
in the hopes that they will eventual-
ly be allowed to travel to South
Korea.

Nearly 83 percent of the 1,850
North Koreans who reached South
Korea this year came with the help
of brokers who received an aver-
age of $3,800 per person, accord-
ing to Seoul’s Unification Ministry.

As the trickle of defectors from
the communist North has swelled
into a torrent in recent years, con-
troversy over the brokers has inten-
sified.

They call themselves human-
rights activists helping people es-
cape Pyongyang’s totalitarian re-
gime. Experts, however, believe
that some brokers are driven by
profit rather than humanitarian-
ism.

China calls them human traffick-
ers and sentences them to prison;
North Korea accuses South Korea
and the United States of “kidnap-
ping” its people.

Some defectors have com-
plained that the brokers charge too
much for their services — and in
some cases hold their families for
ransom. Brokers also put defectors
at great risk, and some abandon
the escapees after being paid.

On Thursday, Seoul said it was
considering preventing those bro-
kers accused of extortion from
leaving South Korea.

“The government is telling
North Koreans that they don’t
need to pay the brokers for illegal
activities,” said Ko Kyong-bin, a se-
nior Unification Ministry official.

Seoul also will drastically cut fi-
nancial assistance paid to defec-
tors next year, from $26,600 to
$9,500 per person. That aid is often
used to pay off the brokers — and
to smuggle more relatives from the
North.

Rim Young Son, a North Korean
who escaped to South Korea in
1993, admitted charging defectors,
but he said the money barely cov-
ered his costs, which included
bribes to North Korean border
guards.

“Some brokers milk their vic-
tim’s entire financial aid from the
government,” Rim said. “They
hold the victim’s North Korean
family hostage in China and black-
mail him for more money. They
give a bad name to people like us.”

Human rights groups accuse
Seoul of being unsupportive of the
defectors and too fearful of worsen-
ing relations with China and North
Korea.

“We believe that extortion
should be eliminated,” said Do
Hee-yoon, head of the Seoul-based
Civil Coalition for Human Rights
of the Kidnapped and Defectors
from North Korea. “But we fear
that the government may have po-
litical motives and seek to dampen
the activities of human rights
groups who help North Korean ref-
ugees.”

country known for and
crime.

Maduro, whose own son was kid-
napped and killed in 1997, took of-
fice in 2001 promising to eliminate
the country’s prolific gangs, many
of which began on the street of Los
Angeles in the 1980s and spread to
El Salvador and Honduras after
members were deported back to
those countries.
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China: Bill about Taiwan
due to ‘splittist activities’

BY JOE MCDONALD
The Associated Press

BEIJING — Chinese lawmakers
began considering a proposed
anti-secession law on Saturday that
Beijing says is aimed at pushing
Taiwan to unite with the mainland.
The self-ruled island contends the
law could serve as a pretext for a
military attack.

The government hasn't released
any details of the law. But the For-
eign Ministry says it is aimed at
“contammg ‘Taiwan’s splittist activ-
ities” — a reference to Beijing’s
claim that Taiwan, which split
from the mainland in 1949, s try-
ing to declare formal indepen-
dence.

Though it would be largely sym-
bolic, the law apparently is meant
as a warning in response to what
Beijing says are steps by Taiwan-
ese President Chen Shui-bian to
pursue i through a

proposed constitutional revision
and other legal steps.

Beijing claims Taiwan as its terri-
tory and has threatened to attack if
it declares formal independence.
The Chinese military has hundreds
of missiles aimed at the island and
regularly holds drills that appear
to be practice for an invasion.

Leaders of the National People’s
Congress took up the anti-seces-
sion law at a meeting that runs
through Wednesday, the official
Xinhua News Agency said. Earlier
reports said the full legislature
‘might pass the law during its annu-
al session in March.

Following China’s announce-
ment of the proposed anti-seces-
sion law last week, the United
States appealed to both sides to re-
sume dialogue and not “unilateral-
Iy change the status quo.” Washing-
ton is Taiwan’s main ally and arms
supplier and could be drawn in to
help defend the island in a conflict
with
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Chrlstmas celebrated with caution, fervor

French urban climber Alain Robert, aka the French Spiderman, scales
the Taipei 101 building, the tallest building in the world, Saturday in
Taiwan. Robert reached the top of the 101-story building in 3.5 hours.

Pope offers annual Christmas Day message to world

Pontiff shares hope
for end to violence

BY FRANCES D’EMILLO
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope John
Paul II shared his fears about
Iraq, Sudan and other hot spots
and expressed his hopes in a
Christmas message Saturday that
peace-building efforts will bring
the world a more tranquil future.

Shielded by a canopy from
bone-chilling drizzle, the pontiff
greeted thousands of Romans,
tourists and pilgrims who turned
out at noon in St. Peter’s Square
to hear his traditional “Urbi et
Orbi” (Latin for “to the city and to
the world”) message and holiday
wishes in dozens of languages.

Children screamed in delight
and adults cheered and waved
flags as the pope, in gold-colored
robes, was driven into the square
in his white popemobile.

“Babe of Bethlehem, Prophet
of peace, encourage attempts to
promote dialogue and reconcilia-
tion, sustain the efforts to build
peace, which hesitantly, yet not
without hope, are being made to
bring about a more tranquil
present and future for so many of
our brothers and sisters of the

Some put more
nontraditional
spin on holiday

BY CATHERINE MCALOON
The Associated Press

LONDON — Christians around
the world celebrated Christmas
Saturday with Pope John Paul IT
leading prayers for peace and a
more tranquil future, as pilgrims
flocked to Bethlehem, and Iraqis
stayed away from church amid
fears of bomb attacks.

In other corners of the globe,
families gathered at home, revel-
ers took their parties to the
streets — and in Australia, to the
beach.

In Bethlehem, a new thaw in Is-
raeli-Palestinian relations drew
several thousand more pilgrims
to the traditional birthplace of
Jesus, but numbers were well
below those of the 1990s.

Latin Patriarch Michel Sab-
bah, the senior Roman Catholic
official in the Holy Land, called
on Israelis and Palestinians to
put violence behind them. Inter-
im Palestinian leader Mahmoud
Abbas attended the service — in
a change from previous years,
when Israel prevented the late
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
from going to Christmas celebra-
tions out of fears that he would ad-
vocate violence.

Christians in other areas of the
world were cautious as they at-
tended religious services.

In Iraq, only a few Christians

- .

AP photos

Andy Orr, right, and Anthony Moyles of Dublin, Ireland, attempt to ride
the waves on Sydney’s Bondi Beach on Saturday. Hundreds of travelers
flock to Bondi Beach every year to celebrate Christmas.

showed up to celebrate Mass in
Baghdad’s churches because of
fears Islamic militants could
launch attacks.

In Indonesia, Christians cele-
brated Christmas amid warnings
that terrorists linked to al-Qaida
planned attacks in the world’s
most populous Muslim nation.

The Christian minorities in
Muslim-majority Pakistan and
predominantly  Buddhist  Sri
Lanka, where churches have
come under attack, also celebrat-
ed with police on alert. Authori-
ties also guarded churches in
Muslim-dominated Bangladesh.
No trouble was reported.

AP

In a Christmas Eve message of peace, Pope John Paul Il lights a candle outside his darkened studio window
overlooking St. Peter’s square at the Vatican on Friday.

world,” John Paul said, slowly
pronouncing each word and often
pausing to catch his breath.

“I think of Africa, of the trage-
dy of Darfur in Sudan, of the
Ivory Coast and of the Great
Lakes Region,” John Paul said of
those conflict areas.

“With great apprehension I fol-
low the situation in Irag. And how
can I fail to look with anxious con-
cern, but also with invincible con-
fidence, toward that Land of
which you are a son?” the pontiff

said in reference to the Holy
Land.

With a life-size Nativity Scene
yards away in the square, John
Paul laced his message with imag-
es of Baby Jesus.

“Before the crib where you lie
helpless, let there be an end to the
spread of violence in its many
forms, the source of untold suffer-
ing,” John Paul prayed.

“Let there be an end to the nu-
merous situations of unrest which
risk degenerating into open con-

flict; let there arise a firm will to
seek peaceful solutions, respect-
ful of the legitimate aspirations of
individuals and peoples,” the pon-
iff said.

“Everywhere peace is needed!
“You, Prince of true peace, help us
to understand that the only way to
build peace is to flee in horror
from evil, and to pursue goodness
with courage and perseverance,”
John Paul said.

Shouts of glee went up from the
crowd when pilgrims heard the

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II
spoke to her country’s troops,
who tuned into a special prere-
corded message from the mon-
arch, broadcast on the British
Forces Broadcasting Service.

The queen praised the courage
and commitment of troops and
told them she was proud of their
efforts in hotspots around the
world.

“The varied tasks you take on
in all parts of the world may be
changing, but what remains the
same is the spirit, good humor,
courage and commitment you
show every day, often in the most
arduous conditions,” she said.

SEE CHRISTMAS ON PAGE 11

pope read out holiday greetings
in their language. The multilin-
gual pope pronounced wishes of
peace and good cheer in 62 lan-
guages, including Esperanto,
Latin and his native Polish. Deter-
mined to finish the list, John Paul
took deep breaths before each
new language, handing off the
completed pages to aides.

Compared to “Urbi et Orbi”
messages of his early years in the
papacy, John Paul’s prayer this
year was much shorter. Parkin-
son’s disease has made it difficult
for the 84-year-old pontiff to
speak.

Several years ago, the pope, de-
ferring to ailments, stopped cele-
brating Christmas Day Mass for
the public in midmorning.

Hours earlier he celebrated
midnight Mass in St. Peter’s Basil-
ica, where he held up well, read-
ing his homily and smiling warm-
ly as he greeted children, one by
one, who, dressed in native cos-
tume, brought gifts to the altar.

The service in the poinset-
tia-filled  basilica  included
prayers that world leaders dedi-
cate themselves to peace and that
Christians, Muslims and Jews
achieve a peaceful coexistence in
the Holy Land.
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Mideast thaw brings hope to Bethlehem

BY RAVI NESSMAN
The Associated Press

BETHLEHEM, West Bank —
Bethlehem residents wrapped in
hats and scarves cleaned up their
town Saturday with renewed
hope after celebrating the first
cheerful Christmas Eve in four
years.

An emerging thaw in Israe-
li-Palestinian relations drew sev-
eral thousand pilgrims to the tra-
ditional birthplace of Jesus on
Christmas Eve.

Although crowds were far
smaller than during the town’s
heyday in the mid-1990s, they
also were bigger than in the past
four years when
fighting, military
curfews and gen-
eral gloom Kept
visitors away.

Early  Christ-
mas ‘morning,
Latin  Patriarch
Michel ~ Sabbah,
the senior Roman
Catholic  official
in the Holy Land,
led Christmas
Day mass.

Sabbah led a
small procession
to the front of St.

quer the evil of violence ... and
give birth to a new society of
brothers and sisters in which no
one controls the other, no one is
occupied by the other, no one
causes insecurity for the other, no
one takes liberty from the other,”
he said.

The Israeli army said 5,000 peo-
ple descended on Bethlehem for
Christmas. While the crowds
were larger than in recent years,
the numbers were far smaller
than during the boom of the
1990s, when tens of thousands of
people would flood into the West
Bank town for Christmas.

Many of the visitors were local
Palestinians, and in a cold, bitter
rain, shopkeepers
lamented that
business re-
mained in the dol-
drums. Tourism is
vital to Bethle-
hem’s economy.

“It’s better than
any (recent) year,
but it’s also bad,”
said Rony Tabash,
a23-year-old shop-
keeper. He said
he had rung up a
mere $40 in sales,
compared to thou-
sands of dollars of

Catherine’s sales during the
Church — adja- ‘boom years.

cent to the Even 50,
Church of the Na-  Christian worslnppers pray Tabash, who

tivity, which is be-
lieved to be built
on the grotto
where Jesus was
born — while wor-
shippers sat bun-
dled in the stone
structure listening to the mass.

Just outside the church in Man-
ger Square, a handful of Asian
tourists milled around in the rain,
watching as residents cleaned up
the stone-paved area that had
been packed with hundreds of
revelers on Christmas Eve.

On Christmas Eve, St. Cathe-
rine’s Church was so crowded for
Midnight mass that some worship-
pers were forced to sit on the
floor. Others gathered outside in
the square, but under a steady
rain, their numbers thinned out
as the evening progressed.

With interim Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas and other digni-
taries looking on from the front
row, Sabbah called on Israelis
and Palestinians to put the vio-
lence of the past behind them.

“Our situation continues to be a
situation of conflict, violence, inse-
curity, fear, military occupation,
the wall of separation, of impris-
oned cities and demolitions,” he
said.

“Palestine and Israel must con-

Bethlehem.

during a Christmas Day Mass
at St. Catherine’s Catholic
Church at the Church of the
Nativity compound Saturday in

spent the evening
in his empty sou-
venir shop with

latives and
frlendﬁ said he is
hopeful things
will get better.
“Without hope, you cannot live,”
he said.

Since Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat’s death on Nov. 11, there
has been a marked warming of
ties between Israel and the new
Palestinian leadership.

In a sign of the growing cooper-
ation, Abbas was allowed to join
the celebration, where he was
greeted by cheering crowds. In
previous years, Israel prevented
Arafat from attending the celebra-
tion, accusing him of advocating
violence.

“It’s a troubled time in the Mid-
dle East, but we live in hope,”
said Joyce Maykut, 55, a Canadi-
an lawyer who came from her
home in the United Arab Emir-
ates for the holiday. She said the
hopeful atmosphere in the region
attracted her to Bethlehem, de-
spite safety concerns.

AP photos,

Children kiss a statue of Baby Jesus placed under the altar of St. Catherine’s Catholic Church at the Church
of the Nativity compound after a Roman Catholic Christmas Mass in the West Bank town of Bethlehem.

tion barrier has been erected.
However, on Christmas Eve,
troops allowed pllgnms, includ-
fror

The celebratory
was a welcome contrast to recent
years. During the fighting, Bethle-
hem has been ringed by Israeli
checkpoints and a massive separa-

ing F
the West Bank, to pass easily
through the roadblocks and hand-
ed out candy at checkpoints.
Abbas arrived in a large con-

voy Friday evening, the first time
a Palestinian leader has been per-
mitted to join the celebrations in
four years.

The celebration gave an impor-
tant boost to Abbas, who is the
front-runner in Palestinian presi-
dential elections next month.

Abbas, a Muslim, also stopped
into a mosque to pra

“We ask God and wish that all
the religions in this country will
live in peace and security,” Abbas
said. “I hope next year will be
much better than the previous
ones.”

Christmas: Man climbs world’s tallest skyscraper in Taiwan

CHRISTMAS, FROM PAGE 10

The queen’s traditional Christ-
mas message, to be broadcast on
British television and radio later
Saturday, would focus on themes
of tolerance and respect in a

changing world, Buckingham Pal-
ace said.

Spanish King Juan Carlos used
his televised Christmas address
to pay tribute to the victims of the
March 11 train bombings.

The king said relatives of the

191 people who died in Spain’s
worst terrorist attack had his
“deepest affection and under-
standing.”

Many European cities were de-
serted Saturday as families gath-
ered at home for traditional

Christmas meals.

The mood was relaxed in Aus-
tralia, where backpackers headed
to Sydney’s Bondi Beach, celebrat-
ing in bikinis and Santa suits. In
Taiwan, a Frenchman who calls
himself “Spiderman” marked the

day with a daredevil skyscraper
climb. Alain Robert, 42, made it to
the top of the 101-story Taipei
101, the world’s tallest building.
Associated Press reporters Frances
d'Emilio at the Vatican and Scott Lind-
law in Washington contributed to this
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This undated photo released Friday by the Israel Museum shows an
ivory pomegranate thought to have been one of the museum’s prized

The museum

Friday that the

touted as the only existing relic from Solomon’s Temple, is a forgery.

[tem once thought to be
Solomon’s Temple relic
now said to be forgery

BY KARIN LAUB

The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — An ivory
pomegranate long touted by schoi-
ars as the only relic from So-
lomon’s Temple is a forgery, the
Israel Museum said Friday, as in-
vestigators said they had broken
up several fake antiquity rings in
a wide-ranging investigation.

Indictments in that investiga-
tion are to be handed down this
week, the officials said on the con-
dition of anonymity.

‘Among those to be indicted is Is-
raeli collector Oded Golan, the
Justice  Ministry ~ confirmed.
Golan, who denied wrongdoing,
owns the two most spectacular ar-
tifacts declared fakes last year: a
burial chest purported to be that
of James, the brother of Jesus,
and a stone tablet with inscrip-
tions on how to maintain the Jew-
ish Temple.

The pomegranate was exam-
ined by the museum independent-
ly of the probe by the Israeli au-
thorities, said the director of the
Israel Museum, James Snyder.

A team of experts found the
thumb-sized pomegranate dates
to the Bronze period, or about
3,400 years ago, meaning it is con-
sxderahly older than the first Jew-
ish Temple, and the inscription
was added recently, the museum
said in a statement.

The inscription, in ancient He-
brew lettering, reads: “Belonging
to the Temple of the Lord (Yah-
‘weh), holy to the priests.”

Scholars had believed the
cream-colored  pomegranate,
which has a hole in the bottom,
was used as the top of a scepter
carried by a temple priest.

The temple was built in the 6th
century B.C. and expanded by
Herod before being destroyed in
the year 70. Today, the Dome of
the Rock — a Muslim shrine that
is part of the Al Aqsa complex —
is located near the site of the an-
cient temple.

The pomegranate was bought
from an anonymous collector by
the Israel Museum for $550,000
in the 1980s, with the money de-
posited into a secret Swiss bank
account at the time. The museum
did not say whether it would ask
police to investigate the transac-
tion.

Snyder said the pomegranate
was examined by several schol-
ars before and after the purchase
and was authenticated for the mu-
seum by Israeli archaeologist
Nahman Avigad.

The director said the pomegran-
ate was examined with the tech-
nologies available at the time. “I
think care was taken,” Snyder
said. “If one does not take advan-
tage of opportunities to bring into
a museum setting objects that
don’t surface in excavations, you
might miss great objects.”

He said the pomegranate was
re-examined with a new type of
microscope that detected synthet-
ic material in the inscription, be-
tween the ivory and the patina.

rackdown by premier strains
hailand’s friendship with U.S.

BY GLENN KESSLER
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A little over
ayear ago, as President Bush pre-
pared to make a state visit to Thai-

, he declared that the coun-
try’s prime minister, Thaksin Shi-
nawatra, was a “very strong lead-
er and a very capable leader.”
Bush said he admired Thaksin be-
cause he is “not afraid to make
tough decisions” and “stands his
ground in the face of criticism.”

sin, for his part, earlier
this month called Bush a “good
friend,” noting that “we’re both
Texas cowboys.” During Bush’s
October 2003 visit, Bush reward-
ed Thaksin for his assistance in
the war against Iraq by granting
Thalland the wveled status of a

“major non-NATO ally.”

Now this relationship is being
tested, in ways that some U.S. offi-
cials believe mirror the increas-
ingly troubled partnership be-
tween Bush and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. As with
Putin, actions taken by Thaksin
conflict with Bush’s pledge to pro-
mote democracy and freedom
around the world. And Thaksin’s
response to Muslim insurgency in
southern Thailand has led to a
nasty spat with Thailand’s neigh-
bors.

Thailand has long been consid-
ered a model of democracy and
human rights in Southeast Asia.
But Thaksin, a telecommunica-
tions billionaire who took office in
2001 and is running for re-elec-
tion in February, in the past year
has accelerated a campaign to
tighten control over the media, at-
tack human rights and democra-
cy organizations, and oust critics
in the government. Under
Thaksin, for instance, there has
been an increase in criminal defa-
mation cases against the press
and civil society groups, accord-

ing to Article 19, a British
free-speech group.
Thaksin’s ~ government has

been widely criticized for a cam-

aign against drug dealers in
2003 that left 3,000 dead, many
through extrajudicial killings.
The U.S. State Department’s an-
nual human rights report this
year said the government’s
human rights record had “wors-
ened with regard to extrajudicial
killings and arbitrary arrests.”
The report concluded that a “cli-
‘mate of impunity” had been creat-
ed through the government’s fail-
ure to thoroughly investigate the
deaths.

In October, a crackdown by the

Thai army on Muslim protesters
in a southern province left at least
85 people dead. An investigative
report by the Thai Senate’s for-
eign relations committee said re-
cently that the Thai army had ar-
rested nearly 1,300 protesters,
tying their hands behind their
backs and forcing them to lie in
piles five-deep in army trucks.
The report said 78 people —
many of whom were fasting be-
cause of the Muslim holiday of Ra-
madan — suffocated as they were
carried in the trucks for six
hours. People who complained of
the confining conditions were se-
verely beaten with rifle butts, the
report said.

Thaksin, whose family is report-
ed to have business interests in
Burma, also has become increas-
ingly close to the military regime
there, to the point of justifying the
continued detention of Nobel
Peace laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi. The 59-year-old democracy
activist has already spent nine
years in detention since 19

er party won a landslide elec-
tion in 1990 that the military lead-
ership has refused to accept.

U.S. officials acknowledge that
Thaksin’s ~ government  has
prompted concerns, but they said
that overall Thailand remains a
good ally of the United States.

Message for our men and women in uniform...

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

From coast to coast, thousands of Americans are grateful

for what you do and want to show you that they care.

To see the actions and messages of support from these groups
and individuals from all across America, visit www.stripes.com.
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IN THE STATES

THE annwnswu: (Texas) HERALDIAP

Diane Glynn throws freshly scraped snow off the windshield of her car late Friday night in Brownsville, Texas.
Jason Straub of the National Weather Service in Brownsville said this was the first snow fall since February
1895. Another Texas town, Victoria, saw its first white Christmas in 86 years.

Rare white Christmas as
winter storms continue

The Associated Press

Folks in Victoria, Texas, just off
the Gulf Coast, weren’t dreaming
Saturday when they woke up to a
white Christmas. They had one —
the first in 86 years.

Almost a foot of snow fell over-
night to give Victoria a taste of
what the country’s midsection
has been dealing with the past
two days: winter weather.

An arctic front that swept
through the Midwest hit Indiana
and Kentucky particularly hard,
bringing record snowfalls that
snarled holiday travel and
stopped last-minute Christmas
shoppers in their tracks. More
than a dozen traffic deaths and
thousands of auto accidents have
been blamed on the storm so far.

The last time Victoria saw a
measurable amount of snow was
1973, when a tenth of an inch fell.
That’s the same amount that fell
on Christmas 1918, said Tony
Merriman, a meteorologist with
the National Weather Service.

“Ifs a miracle,” proclaimed
Hailey Koronczok, who was
watching the snow fall as she
worked at a Denny’s. “Every-

Feds probe US Airways’ baggage snafu

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Senior of-
ficials of the U.S. Department of
Transportation have been talk-
ing with US Airways manage-
ment about problems at Phila-
delphia International Airport
that left thousands of travelers
separated from their bags, a de-
partment spokesman said Satur-
day.

The problems, which US Air-
ways attributed to the weather,
also left many travelers stranded
on Christmas.

“We are obviously concerned
about the situation, and we will
be interested in learning more
from the airline about how the
passengers and their luggage
came to be stranded,” Transpor-
tation Department spokesman

Robert Johnson said Saturday.
He said Transportation Secre-
tary Norman Y. Mineta had di-
rected the officials to talk to the
airline. US Airways said it hoped
to fix the problems as quickly as
possible.

“We’re operating flights just
carrying baggage, not passen-
gers, from Philadelphia to our
hub in Charlotte,” airline spokes-
woman Amy Kudwa said Fri-
day. In North Carolina, airline
workers were to sort the bags
and get them to their proper des-
tinations, she said.

The problem extended be-
yond Philadelphia. Huge piles
of bags sat unclaimed next to
the irways baggage
counter on Friday evening at
Richmond International Airport
in Virginia.

Bush issues a call
for compassion in
Christmas address

BY SCOTT LINDLAW
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush issued a Christmas Day call
for compassion toward the sick
and suffering, urging Americans
to volunteer to help the neediest
among their fellow citizens.

“The Christmas season fills our
hearts with gratitude for the
many blessings in our lives, and
with those blessings comes a re-
sponsibility to reach out to oth-
ers” Bush said in his weekly
radio address.

“Many of our fellow Americans
still suffer from the effects of ill-
ness or poverty, others fight cruel
addictions, or cope with division
in their families, or grieve the
loss of a loved one” he said.
“Christmastime reminds each of
us that we have a duty to our fel-
low citizens, that we are called to
love our neighbor just as we
would like to be loved ourselves.
By volunteering our time and tal-
ents where they are needed most,
we help heal the sick, comfort
those who suffer, and bring hope
to those who despair, one heart
and one soul at a time.”

Bush also assured U.S. troops
overseas that they are in the
thoughts and prayers of their fel-
low Americans.

It was a message that has be-
come a fixture of Bush’s annual
Christmas broadcasts, but one
with added poignancy this year,
coming days after a devastating
attack on a U.S. military dining
hall in Mosul, Iraq. Thirteen U.S.
servicemembers were among the
22 killed.

“In Afghanistan, Iraq, and else-
where, these skilled and coura-

body’s excited and shocked that it
is snowing down here.”

A portion of Interstate 64 in In-
diana reopened, a day after more
than 100 stranded travelers were

800HighTech.com

rescued from their snowbound ve-
hicles. But the road was still
treacherous because of hundreds
of abandoned vehicles along a
25-mile stretch near the Illinois

ne.

Some Indiana churches can-
celed Christmas services to keep
people off the road after much of
the state was buried in up to 2 feet
of snow.

In Normal, IlL., wind chill read-
ings below zero compelled Epiph-
any Catholic Church to warm the
camel, goats and sheep in its live
Nativity scene with king-size elec-
tric blankets. The wise men,
Mary and Joseph were given bat-
tery-powered heaters to carry in
their pockets, and Jesus was
played by a doll instead of a baby.

“That we wouldn't want to
risk,” Monsignor Eric Powell
said.

With frigid temperatures fore-
cast for Ohio on Saturday, some
275,000 homes and businesses —
about half of them in Columbus —
remained without power two
days after the storm hit, and
ice-covered tree branches kept
falling onto power lines.

In Alaska, a different storm
stranded motorists for nearly a
day on a remote highway blanket-
ed by snow drifts as high as 7 feet.

geous Americans are fighting the
enemies of freedom and protect-
ing our country from danger,”
Bush said. He called 10 members
of the U.S. military around the
world and in the United States on
Friday to thank them for their ser-
vice and to share holiday greet-
ings [see story at right].

“By bringing liberty to the op-
pressed, our troops are helping to
win the war on terror, and they
are defending the freedom and se-
curity of us all,” the president
said. “They and their families are
making many sacrifices for our
nation, and for that, all Ameri-
cans are deeply grateful.”

Bush and his family are spend-
ing a long Christmas weekend at
Camp David, Md., the presiden-
tial retreat. On Sunday, he flies to
their home in Crawford, Texas,
where he is scheduled to remain
until Jan. 2.

Aides say Bush’s holiday vaca-
tion is true down time. er a
hard year of campaigning and
managing a grinding war, he in-
tends to unwind, and will not be
interviewing candidates for key
Cabinet posts. The two vacant
Cabinet jobs are the secretary of
the Department of Homeland Se-
curity and the administrator of
the Environmental Protection

THE WHITE HOUSE/AP
ing in Camp David, Md.,
President Bush places Christ-
mas Eve phone calls Friday to
members of the armed forces.

President
sends thanks
to U.S. troops
across world

The Associated Press

Stationed on the farthest is-
in Alaska’s Aleutians,
Coast Guard Fireman Michael
Joseph feels like he’s living at
the end of the ea ut he
wasn't too far away to receive
a Christmas Eve greeting from
President Bush.

“First thing he said was,
“Michael, Merry Christmas,’ ”
said Joseph, 24, of Tucson,
Ariz., one of 20 men at the
Coast Guard’s Loran Station
Attu. “Tt was great.”

Placing calls from his moun-
taintop retreat at Camp David,
Md., Bush talked to 10 mem-
bers of the US. military
around the world and in the
United States to thank them
for their service and share holi-
day greetings.

Joseph, who has been sta-
tioned on the Aleutian island
for nearly nine months, awoke
at 2:45 am. local time to pre-
pare for the call at 4:15 am.,
which at Camp David was 8:15
am. EDT. The conversation
lasted three or four minutes.
He said Bush told him, “T want
to say thanks for your service
out there and the sacrifice
you're making.”

Bush placed the calls to the
servicemembers, including six
stationed in Iraq — Army Staff
Sgt. Eric A. Julian, Marine
Cpl. Malcolm N. Hedgepeth,
Navy Hospitalman Roman R.
Cruz, Navy Petty Officer 1st
Class Michael D. Watts, Air
Force Staff Sgt. Santiago
James Fontanez and Airman
1st Class Benjamin J. Miller —
on Friday morning.

Agency.

Other pressing business that
will face Bush in the new year in-
clude drawing up a budget and
shaping his proposal to revamp
Social Security.
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Is Washington race bad for democracy?

BY REBECCA COOK
The Associated Press

OLYMPIA, Wash. — The exhausting, ex-
asperating, excruciatingly close Washing-
ton governor’s race might be the worst
thing to happen to democracy since Flori-

da's pregnant chads.
Or, it might be no

big deal.
Analysi The votes are in (for
EPED now) after being

counted_three times
since Election Day.
The courts have spoken (for now). Demo-
crat Christine Gregoire won the final re-
count by a mere 130 votes out of 2.9 million
cast, after losing the first two counts o Re-
publican Dino Rossi by as little as 42.
Gregoire says it is over, but even those
whose most fervent holiday wish was for a
decided election don’t really believe that.
The Republicans are pushing hard for
counties to reconsider ballots they believe
were wrongly rejected. The whole mess

addresses the me

Democrat Christine Gregoire — flanked by her daughter Michelle and husband Mike —
Seattle on Wednesday, the day she took the lead in Washington’s
governor’s race after King County officials announced results of a hand recount.

“Like many people across Washington,
I'm very concerned about the integrity of
this election process, and I'm also very con-
cerned that not all votes are being treated
equally,” Rossi said in an e-mailed state-
ment Thursday. He said Washington has
neither a clean election nor a legitimate gov-
ernor.

Gregoire, on the other hand, brimmed
with confidence in the Washington electoral
system after the results were announced
Thursday night.

“I think we have been a model to the rest
of the nation and to the world at large,” she
said. “This is the biggest display of democra-
cy I have ever seen, and I am proud of it.”

Mindful of her microscopic margin of
0.0047 percent, Gregoire reached out to
Rossi voters.

“Alot of heated words have been said dur-
AP ing this recount,” she said, perhaps remem-
bering how the state Democratic party
chairman called Rossi a thief. “But with the
election coming to a close I am confident we
can begin move forward as one state.”

Some Republicans have urged Rossi not

probably will head back to court, and it is
not at all clear whether Washington will
have a governor by inauguration day, Jan.

bo when the dust clears and the governor,
whoever that may be, gets down to govern”
ing, will the controversy really make a dif-
ference?

The new governor “will have difficulties
in perceived legitimacy,” said University of
Washington political science ~professor
David Olson. “It will be very difficult to tack-
le big issues with a strong policy agenda.
The mandate is not there.”

On the other hand, he acknowledged, los-
ing the popular vote in 2000 did not stop
George W. Bush from pursuing his agenda.

“People do have short memories,” Wash-
ington State University political science pro-
fessor Lance LeLoup said. “The stuff that
seems so unbelievable right now, that has
people clutching their hearts and moaning
that this is the end of life as we know it, a
year down the line this will be a footnote in
history.”

If Gregoire does indeed claim the gover-
nor’s office, she will enjoy the benefit of a
Democratic state House and Senate.

The only sure winner so far is election re-
form. Proposals for reforming Washington’s
election system are going to be as common
as umbrellas at the state Capitol this winter.
Secretary of State Sam Reed has suggest-
ed a package of changes, though he has said
he believes the election went well, all things
considered.

“We don’t expect it to be perfect,” Reed
said. “But we do have a system set up to cor-
rect those imperfections when they surface,
and we have done that.”

The two candidates predictably split over
whether this election was free and fair.

to contest the election, if only so he can
come back stronger in 2006 to challenge
Democratic Sen. Maria Cantwell, or to run
again for governor in 2008. Many other Re-
publicans, though, say they will not give up
so easily.

“We have the right to contest and we have
the reasons to contest it,” said Javier
Figueroa of University Place, a state parks
employee and Rossi supporter. He added:
“This isn’t about being a nice guy. This is
about ensuring the process is a good, solid
process. It's important to both sides t have
that right.”

Doctors say Ga. mom,

Airman pulls two from river in Okla.

BY ELLIOTT MINOR
The Associated Press

SYLVESTER, Ga. — A
59-year-old great-grandmoth-
er who could become the old-
est U.S. woman known to give
birth to twins is resting in the
seclusion of her rural mobile
home and stubbornly refuses
to head for a hospital, her rela-
tives say.

Frances Harris, who was
born Nov. 30, 1945, had been

Byrd, who at 34 is currently
Harris’ youngest child. “She
can’t get around that good.
She gets tired, and she’s
grouchy, even with the family.
She just doesn’t want to be
bothered.”

Already Harris is the moth-
er of five, grandmother of 14
and great-grandmother of six.
Harris had her first child

59, to have twins soon

when she was 15 years old,

which means 44 years will sep-
arate her oldest from her
youngest.

Byrd said the family plans
to take Harris 170 miles north
to Atlanta on Sunday, where
she will stay with a relative
until she has to go a hospital.

If Harris goes into labor and
can’t make it to Atlanta, Har-
ris may have to go to a closer
hospital in either Albany, Tif-
ton or Moultrie, Byrd said.

expected to Harris’
give  birth . son, Freder-
Dec. 21. &k They are like ick Jackson,
But doc- o o a Tifton hos-
tors now say miracle babies pital work-
the twins, a i
boy and & because she wasn't g5 e
girl, are ex- y planned to
gected to bs Supp osed to 1;{;716 take her to a
0rn aroun 7 hospital ear-
Dec. 28, her any more. Tiee: ol the
daughter, Thelma Frier week, but
Kendal Sister of Frances Harris,  she refused,
Byrd, said a 59-year-old Georgia woman  saying she
Wittty who is pregnant with twins  preferred to
Sheld due this week ~ remain at
been in pain, home for a
having some few more days.
small  contractions,”  said

The twins’ father, Raymond
Harris, is 60 years old.

Family members say they
were shocked when they
learned Harris was pregnant,
especially because she’d had
her tubes tied 34 years ago
after the birth of Byrd.

“They are like miracle ba-
bies because she wasn’t sup-
posed to have any more,” said
her sister, Thelma Frier, 61.

The Associated Press

TULSA, Okla. — An airman
home on leave from basic train-
ing jumped into the frigid water
of the Arkansas River to save a
mother and her 2-year-old son
after their car lost control and
crashed.

It was a happy ending Thurs-
day for Detura Bills, 34, her
young son and Joshua Johnson,
who had just proposed marriage
to his girlfriend when he became
part of a dramatic rescue.

Bills’ car, which swerved to
avoid hitting a pickup truck that
had cut in front of her, crashed
into the water. Johnson, 18, who
saw the accident from his own
car, jumped in after her.

Johnson, who is trammg to
work on ground radar in Biloxi,
Mlss credited his Air Force train-

“That's all T was thinking is, ‘T
don’t know who’s in there or
what, but T need to get them
out,’” Johnson said. “I mean,
they teach us really not to think —

just to act, 'm just glad that child
survived.

Bills had nothing but praise for
her rescuers.

“Despite a few bumps and
bruises, we’re both doing OK,”
she said. “It’s a happy ending,
and we’re looking forward to a

family Christmas.”

And yes, Brittany Danielle
Campbell accepted Johnson’s
marriage proposal.

“I'm very proud of him,” the
19-year-old said. “It was amaring.
He didn't even hesitate.”

Fed-up Texas dad puts kids’ gifts on eBay

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — The kids were naughty, Dad put
the presents on eBay instead of under the tree —
and Mom’s been crying ever since.

Now, even the tree’s down.

Saturday morning was sure not to be very jolly
for three brothers — 9, 11 and 15 — who didn’t
straighten up when their father told them Santa
wasn't too pleased with their fighting, cuss words
and obscene gestures.

Dad and Mom had warned their sons that the
Nintendo DS video system — and the three games
that go with it — were headed for the auction block
if they didn’t get their act together.

“No kidding. Three undeserving boys have
crossed the line. Tonight we sat down and showed
them what they WILL NOT get for Christmas this
year. T'll be taking the tree down tomorrow,” the
man announced in his eBay posting.

“If you don’t buy them, we’ll return them to the
store,” the seller known online ‘as magumbo—2000
reported on the site.

Thursday night, the auction wound down with
bidding at $465.01 — below the price the man had
set. He said he would probably list the items again.

A single day of particularly bad behavior set the
Christmas crackdown in motion.

“These are normally really good kids,” said Dad,
who asked the Houston Chronicle not to reveal his
name.

Dad even admits he and Mom are partly to
blame for being too lax at times.

But enough was enough. The warning of an im-
pending sale came earlier in the week at a
sit-down between offspring and parents.

“We told them they were destroying each other
and the calm and peace in the household. It had to
stop,” said the man, who did tell the paper that he
works as an information technology specialist and
lives in Pasadena, Texas.

The boys pledged to be nice, but were back to
their old ways the next morning.

That night, Dad announced that he would in-
deed be putting $700 in video games up for sale on
eBay. The oldest boy double-dared his dad to
make good on his word.

Son shouldn’t have done that.

Dad said Mom has been in tears since the show-
down.

“I don’t do it outwardly,” he said, “but 'm cry-
ing on the inside.”
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Justice Dept. targets government corruption

BY LOLITA C. BALDOR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Former Con-
necticut Gov. John G. Rowland’s
guilty plea Thursday to a felony
charge makes him only the latest
in what is a steadily growing num-
ber of federal corruption prosecu-
tions focusing on government offi-

cials.

Although totals have not yet
been released, the number of
such cases pursued by federal au-
thorities has grown by as much as
15 percent over the last four
years, according to a Justice De-
partment official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The increase, said the official,
reflects the high priority placed
on public corruption cases rather
than a sudden spike in the num-

Recent cases show increasing scrutiny of ethical misdoings

about. Most people have their
hearts in the right place — to
serve the public. But no matter
how well you construct the laws
and make the rules, there will al-
ways be the
ones who de-
cide to break
the law.”

In  recent
months,  two
northeast gov-
ernors have re-
signed in dis-
grace and a
presidential
cabinet nomi-
nee withdrew
his name in a
of controversy over a

e

Rowland

swirl

nation, former President Bill Clin-
ton’s dalliance with a White
House intern led to his impeach-
ment by the House. But he sur-
vived a Senate trial and finished
his term in office.

In the most recent cases:

W Rowland pleaded guilty to
one count of conspiracy to steal
honest service in connection with
a two-year investigation into cor-
ruption in his administration.

W New Jersey Gov. James E.
McGreevey stepped down after
acknowledging that he’d had an
affair with another man.

W Former New York Police
Commissioner Bernard Kerik
withdrew his name from nomina-

ber of dishonest

But the steady slide of high-pro-
file public officials into ethical
and criminal scandals risks foster-
ing increasing distrust of govern-
ment leaders.

“The government is wounded,”
said Connecticut House Majority
Leader James Amann. “It’s some-
thing most of us are concerned

e

y
Ethical missteps, ranging from

improper campaign contributions

tion as security secre-
tary after revealing he had not
paid all required taxes for a fami-

and gifts to and tax
fraud, also led to the downfall of
former U.S. House Speaker Newt
Gingrich, R-Ga., former Sen. Rob-
ert Torricelli, D-N.J., and Rep.
James Traficant, D-Ohio.

And in a case that rocked the

Iy y and that
the woman may have been in the
country illegally.

In 2000, federal authorities in-
dicted 1,000 public officials, ac-
cording to Justice Department
statistics. By 2002, the number

had increased to 1,136, while the
2003 figure, not yet released,
stayed relatively stable. The 2004
total will be up again, reflecting
up to a 15 percent increase over
the 2000 figure, said the Justice
Department official.

However, he added, “I don’t
think there is more public corrup-
tion than 10 years ago or 20 years
ago. I think we’re doing a better
job of finding it and prosecuting

it”

Although the number of law-
yers assigned to the Criminal Di-
vision's public integrity section
has remained constant at about
30, the Justice Department works
with U.S. attorneys on corruption
probes, including the Rowland in-
vestigation. Justice officials from
Attorney General John Ashcroft
on down have said that while
counterterrorism remains the top
priority, ferreting out public cor-
ruption also ranks very high.

In response, a number of U.S.
attorneys nationwide have set up
special units to target corrupt poli-

ticians, focusing on election viola-
tions and campaign finance inves-
tigations.

Lawmakers are also taking no-
tice.

“There is a greater awareness
on the part of public officials that
government needs to be run in an
ethical way, by ethical people,”
said Peggy Kerns, director of the
Center for Ethics in Government
at the National Conference of
State Legislatures.

Legislators “want training to
show the public they can operate
with high ethical standards and
that they are upholding the public
trust,” said Kerns, who has visit-
ed 11 states since Election Day to
provide ethics for state of-
ficials. While many are instructed
about their state’s ethics laws, she
said they are also looking for guid-
ance on core values.

“Something may be legal, but
that doesn’t mean it's ethical,”
said Kerns, adding that the center
is getting a “significant increase”
in requests for training over previ-
ous years.

Casino hostage-taking
ends in suspect’s death

BY DAISY NGUYEN
The Associated Press

GARDENA, Calif. — Police shot and
killed a carjacking suspect who ran into a
crowded casino early Friday and took two

patrons hostage.

The man hijacked a luxury car on Thurs-
day and led police on a 30-minute chase
after they spotted the vehicle early Friday,

authorities said.

With the car still rolling, the man
jumped out at the Hustler Casino, a Garde-
na card club owned by Hustler magazine

mogul Larry Flynt.

The suspect shot at police officers in the
casino’s parking lot, but no one was hit, Los
Police Department Assistant

Angeles
Chief Jim McDonnell said.

The gunman then ran into the crowded

casino and took a hostage.

He later released the hostage, but took

another, police said.

An LAPD officer shot the suspect in the

head, McDonnell said.

next of kin.

tion,” McDonnell said.

The casino was closed as police re-
viewed footage from a security camera and
interviewed dozens of witnesses.

The man was pronounced dead late Fri-
day morning at a hospital, said Lt. David
Smith, supervising investigator of the Los
Angeles County coroner’s office.

Smith said he could not release the
man’s name until authorities contacted his

No one else was hurt. Patrons and casino
employees poured out of the casino when
they heard shots being fired.

“Up to 1,000 patrons were inside the casi-
no when the suspect ran inside with a weap-
on, so you can imagine the chaotic situa-

TORRENCE (CALIF.) DAILY BREEZE/AP

Gardena Police officer Victor Gomez inspects a vehicle involved in a carjacking at the Hus-
tler Casino in Gardena, Calif. The driver fled into the casino, where he sent gamblers flee-
ing and took two people hostage at gunpoint before an officer shot him, authorities said.

Ruling prevents some federal doctors from blowing whistle

BY JOHN SOLOMON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Thousands
of federal doctors and medical re-
searchers who receive some of
the highest salaries in govern-
‘ment don’t enjoy the same protec-
tions to blow the whistle on wrong-
doing as other civil servants, a
judge has ruled.

Administrative Judge Raphael
Ben-Ami of the U.S. Merit Sys-
tems Protection Board ruled re-
cently that Dr. Jonathan Fish-
bein, a National Institutes of
Health specialist, could not seek
the board’s protection from firing
under the Whistleblower Protec-
tion Act.

Fishbein was hired by NIH in
2003 to help improve AIDS re-
search practices. He alleges he is
being fired because he uncovered
concerns about sloppy research
practices that might endanger pa-
tient safety.

NIH said he is being fired for
poor performance and that the al-
legations come from a “disgrun-
tled” employee who failed to
make his two-year probation peri-
od.

Fishbein is a “Title 42” employ-
ee and is paid $178,000 a year,
slightly more than the $175,700
that members of President
Bush'’s Cabinet receive.

Title 42 of the federal code al-

lows the government to pay re-
search and medical experts as
special consultants and give them
salaries higher than the civil ser-
vant maximums. The law is de-
signed to help the government
compete against high-paying pri-
vate industries.

NIH employs more than 3,959
Title 42 employees and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention employs another 200 to
300, according to the Department
of Health and Human Services.

Ben-Ami ruled Nov. 9 that Fish-
bein was not covered by the
Whistleblower Protection Act be-
cause he is a Title 42 employee
and has “no appeal rights” during
his two-year probationary period.

“Title 42 appointments of spe-
cial consultants are made without
regard to the civil service laws”
and therefore they aren’t permit-
ted to appeal to the Merit Systems
Protection Board under the
whistleblower law, he ruled. “The
board lacks authority to consider
the appellants’claims of discrimi-
nation or retaliation.

Fishbein’s lawyers are appeal-
ing to the full board.

The whistleblower protection
law was passed more than decade
ago to strengthen federal work-
ers’ protections when they raise
allegations of federal wrongdo-
ing, giving them outlets like the

board and the U.S. Office of Spe-
cial Counsel to seek legal protec-
tion.

The National Whistleblower
Center, a Washington-based
group that represents whistle-
blowers like Fishbein, is urging
Congress to fix what it called a
“dangerous loophole” that ex-
empts Title 42 workers from
whistleblower protections.

“This is a major setback for
drug safety,” said Kris Kolesnik,
the center’s executive director.
“Many of these employees, such
as Dr. Fishbein, hold sensitive
health and safety related posi-
tions. Without protections, these
employees will not blow the whis-
tle.”
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Representin’

the Far East Side

Chinese-American
rapper Jin out to be
more than a novelty

BY MARK KENNEDY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — As rap stars go, Jin has
the typical look down cold: Hoodie, baggy
sweats, chunky diamond stud earring, a Chi-
nese character tattooed on his neck and a
large blingy necklace.

Not everything’s typical, though.

“Yeah, I'm Chinese. And what?” he asks
with mock exasperation.

At just 22, the Miami-bred, New
York-based rapper is something of a pio-
neer — the first Asian-American hip-hop
artist to get a major solo record deal.

At the same time, he worries that it’s his
race, not his rhymes, generating all the at-
tention.

“Being Asian helps me so much,” he says.
“It definitely raises the interest level. But
for every three steps forward, it’s five back
because being the ethnicity that I am com-
pletely overshadows what I'm bringing to
the table

What he brings on his debut album “The
Rest Is History” is a mix of songs that
smack of old-school hip-hop’s wit and opti-
mism, delivered with a flow and tone simi-
lar to Eminem.

The CD is also chock-full of references to

VIRGIN RECORDS/AP

ased rapper Jin knows that his heritage makes him a curiousity for many hip-hop
fans. His task, the Chi i

& Park” rap freestyle competition, outlast-
ing all rivals for seven consecutive weeks
with a blend of cheeky and innovative
rhymes.

Knowing his race might be used against
him, Jin made pre-emptive strikes: “Yeah
I'm Chinese,” he told one competitor. “Now
you'll understand it / 'm the reason why
You're little sis’ eyes are slanted.”

fer moving to New York, Jin was
signed to the Ruff Ryders label — hence the
diamond double-R necklace around his
neck — and won a role opposite Tyrese and
Ludacris in John Singleton’s “2 Fast, 2 Furi-

ous.”

All this before his first CD ever hit record
stores. When it did — enduring more than a
dozen blown release dates — he had
brought along some big names for help, in-
cluding Wyclef Jean and Kanye West.

The first single, “Learn Chinese,” is as
bombastic and fun as the artist himself.
“The days of the pork fried rice and the
chicken wings coming to your house by me
is over / Yall gon’ learn Chinese,” he
warns.

Even so, Jin was initially worried. “Auto-
matically, it kind of puts it under the ’gim-
mick’ umbrella,” he says. “By the same
token, I've encountered people that love the
record — and that’s all ethnicities.”

If you're still skeptical, Jin understands:
He might be too.

“If I was just a random hip-hop fan, and T
saw Jin and I didn’t know him, the first
thing T would think, too, is, ‘Yo, is this guy

says, is to the Asian

while earning respect on the merits of his music.

well,
the truth? Is he serious?” I would question

his knowledge of hip-hop,” he says.

Jin’s roots, including mentions of the Great
Wall of China, basketball big man Yao
Ming, China’s forced-adoption policy, Ti-
ananmen Square and the struggle of Asian
immigrants.

“Them sneakers on your feet cost 100 a
pop | My people making 15 cents a day in
sweatshops | To make them kicks so you
can look good / Think we open restaurants
‘cause we cook good?” he raps in one song.

“Pm very adamant about promoting
Asian culture,” Jin said during an inter-
view. “It's a hip-hop record that's never
been done. I'm pretty much promoting
Asian culture and tying it in with hip-hop.”

Consumers have so far given a lukewarm
embrace to the young rapper who earned
his reputation as a freestyle battler. His
album hit the Billboard Top 200 at No. 54 in

October with some 20,000 units sold, then
dropped precipitously.

“I don’t believe Jin is a flash in the pan,”
says Lionel Ridenour, who’s helping devel-
op Jin as Virgin Records’ executive vice
president of urban music. “I think that he’s
only begun to scratch the surface. It's all
about consistency.”

Tn person, Jin’s personality quickly under-
‘mines his tough-guy look. He politely turns
off his cell phone before chatting and ad-
mits that he cries at Disney movies. An en-
tire song on his album, “Thank You,” is a
list of all the people he loves. And he likes
chatting with fans on the Internet, despite
being told by his managers that keeping so
close undermines his mystique.

Oh, and that Chinese tattoo sliding up his
neck? No, it's not a prison tat or gang affilia-
tion — just his name.

“I don’t think you have to be a certain
way to be rapper. I am who I am. I'm not a
lough guy. But I have a lot of heart in what T
do,” he says. “Sensitivity is a real part of
me. P'm a real human being.

“You know how there’s the term, ‘Keep-
ing it real’?” he asks.

“The people that understand the concept
realize that being real is not going to jail.
Being real is not being the guy who pulls out
agun. That’s not being real. The true defini-
tion is really just being who you are.”

The rapper — born Jin Au-Yeung — fell
in love with hip-hop on the Miami streets,
honing his lyrical skills in head-to-head
rhyming contests while making food deliver-
ies from his family’s Chinese restaurant.

He eventually gained national attention
on Black Entertainment Television’s “106th

‘Which puts Jin in an uncomfortable posi-
tion. On the one hand, he feels pressure
from skeptical non-Asians, eager to ques-
tion his mainstream hip-hop legitimacy. On
the other, he knows he must deliver for his
Asian fans.

“Not to feel that I can’t live up to the hype,
but sometimes I feel like the bar is set so
high that even if I am accomplishing some-
thing that's great, it doesn’t meet the
super-sensational great that people want,”
he says.

“Even within the Asian community, you’d
better believe there are people out there
who have the mentality, Yo, if this guy is a
success, he’s a success for all of us. We're
gonna root and cheer for him.’” But you got
to believe, though, that they also say, 'If this
guy fails, he’s holding us all back™

Brando’s estate triggers lawsuit

Marlon Brando’s former business manager filed a $3.5
‘million claim against his estate, alleging the Oscar winner
sexually harassed her and breached their contract by re-
moving her as a co-executor of his will days before his
death.

The lawsuit comes nearly six months after Brando died
of lung failure July 1 in Los Angeles. He was 80.

The claim, submitted by lawyers for Jo An Corrales of
Kalama, Wash., says Brando “caused a hostile work envi-
ronment due to his continuous acts of sexual harassment.”
The claim says the her

dent in 2008, after moving his family to Crawford, Texas,
about 18 months ago.

Nugent — who said he auppons President Bush “100
percent” — said his new home is “right around the cor-
ner” from Bush’s ranch.

Nugent said he’s working with the Texas fish and game
department, where he writes for a state publication on
bowhunting,

Beyond the grave, Reeve continues to give

Christopher Reeve played a superhero in the movies,
and now, two months after his death, he’s a superhero to a
1

employment from December 2000 until March 8.
No other details of the allegations were included in the
claim filed in Los Angeles County Superior Court.

Michigan rocker becomes a Texan

The Motor City Madman is officially turning Texan.

Michigan rocker and hunting activist Ted Nugent says
he plans to get a Texas driver’s license soon. He said in a
phone interview that he’ll officially become a Texas resi-

y s

Tyler Howard of Charlestown, N.H., is a quadriplegic
and has been in a wheelchair for 10 years. Reeve’s family
gave Howard the late actor’s specially modified van, so he
can get around with his wheelchair and other medical
equipment.

“I'm free, I'm free,”
want.”

Howard said he always wanted to be able to attend
school functions, visit classmates and go to church and
family outings.

Howard said. “I can go where I

Only stars get the prison special

Police Chief James Walters gave Diana Ross special
treatment while the singer served her sentence for an Ari-
zona drunken-driving conviction, the town’s police union
said.

Ross pleaded no contest in February and was sentenced
to two days in jail. She arranged to serve her jail sentence
in Greenwich, where she lives.

The former lead singer for the Supremes was arrested
Dec. 30, 2002, after a driver called to report a car traveling
south in the northbound lanes outside Tucson.

Tests showed Ross had a blood-alcohol level of 0.20 per-
cent, police said. Arizona’s legal limit for drivers is 0.08.

Walters allowed Ross to have a cell phone in her jail cell,
have food delivered and let her go home in the middle of
her sentence, the police union said in a 44-page report to
public officials that was given to the Greenwich Time.

“In the situation involving the incarceration of Ms. Ross,
I made some poor decisions and accept responsibility for
them,” Walters said at a news conference. He didn’t say
which decisions he regretted.

From wire services
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Toy ATM gives new meaning to piggy bank

BY ANN GERHART
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Somewhere
in China, frantic factory workers
cannot make enough toy automat-
ic teller machines for clamoring
American children.

“I wish every kid in America
could have an ATM,” says Micha-
el Searl, the onetime stockbroker
who created the Youniverse ATM
Machine, a highly evolved piggy
bank that receives and dispenses
real cold cash, not that fake play
stuff. “Why wouldn’t I want every
kid to have one?”

Tweens and beyond can insert
the supplied ATM card into the
silver machine, punch in their
PIN, be greeted by name on the
electronic display, peer into the
pretend security camera dnd wait

for that seminal mo-
ment — when crisp bills miracu-
lously appear, ripe for the pluck-

ing. Unlike in a real ATM, a cash
draer opens in the toy ATM, al-
lowing an avaricious child to grab
every last cent and run. What do
you want for $24.95? But the ma-
chine does automatically count
coins.

The concept is so seductive that
the Youniverse ATM is sold out
all across the land. About 10,000
flew out of Toys R Us in four
days. When the machine made its
debut on QVC and the Home
Shopping Network, it sold out in
three minutes. On eBay, that
cyber exemplar of supply and de-
mand, the machine, with its tiny
logos mimicking Visa, Master-

AP

The Youniverse ATM Machine receives and dispenses real cold cash. “We
can't make them fast enough,” says Michael Searl of his ATM for kids.

Card and American Express, is
selling for more than $70.

Searl's Summit Financial Prod-
ucts also makes a brightly col-
ored toy armored car, but discon-
tinued its low-tech piggy bank
some time back

He claims he was taken aback
by the spike in demand this holi-
day season for a gizmo he has
been making for three years.

“The first year we did only
50,000,” he says. “Now, I guess
we have done in the neighbor-
hood of 2 million. We can’t make
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them fast enough.”

Betsy Taylor, president of the
Center for the New American
Dream, a Takoma Park, Md.,
group advocating responsible con-
sumption, gets the toy ATM’s ap-
peal right away.

With credit card debt, personal
bankruptcies and the national def-
icit at an all-time high, says Tay-
lor, “this is one more message
that you can get as much as you
can as fast as you can. You can
play Mom and Dad, and money
just falls in your hand.”

EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates
Japanese yen (Dec. 27
South Korean won (Dec. 37}

Euro
Dollar buys (Dec. 27
Brtish pound (De

Bahrain (Dinan -~

ong Ko
Hungary (Forint) .
Iceland (Krona).

The machine’s popularity is an-
other illustration of how the toy in-
dustry is changing. Children are
leaving traditional toys behind
much sooner than in the past.
Last week, No. 2 toymaker Has-
bro laid off 125 workers, citing
struggles to adapt to a more elec-
tronics-driven market. “We're
‘making more of the My Little Po-
nies and not enough of the Game-
Boy (type) prod-
ucts,” said Has-
bro President and
CEO Alfred Ver-
recchia.

The marketers
have a term for it:

KGOY — “Kids
growing  older
younger.”  The
ATM is a real

Boston University

&k /1 nothing else,

we are teaching

them one simple
concept: You
gotta make
money before

you take

money out. ¥y

there’s an ATM.’

Searl doesn’t worry that he is
helping create a generation of
money-grubbing children. “Look,
they are learning about money
whether we teach it to them or
not,” he says. “If nothing else, we
are teaching them one simple con-
cept: You gotta make money be-
fore you take money out.”

Searl, 45, started his company
10 years ago to
teach money man-
agement to young-
sters. As a stock-
broker, “we went
from not making
any money to mak-
ing lots of it, and T
had four kids who
saw that. But I
was terrible teach-
ing them about it.
My daughter was
10, and she kept

I

professor  who saying, ‘Can

wrote “Born to Michael Searl have some
Buy: The Com- Youniverse ATM Machine money? And I
mercialized Child creator  Said, ‘Ashley,
and the New Con- what are you

sumer Culture.”

The ATM, marked for ages 8
and up, “is symbolically signifi-
cant and highly valued — the
money machine! It must have a
very strong aspirati pull

going to do some
day when I'm not around? And
she said, ‘D'l just marry a rich hus-
band, and I said, ‘0000, this is not
good.”

Using an ATM is one of the things
that grown-ups do in full view of
kids that the kids have very little
access to,” says Schor. “If’s one
part of consuming that kids aren’t
in on. They are full-fledged con-
sumers, buying clothing, picking
groceries, selecting toys. ... But
they don’t have entry into the real
ATM.”
Her own daughter wants one,
badly.

When Schor showed Sulaksha-

na, 9, an online picture of the
Youniverse ATM, her daughter
said in an e-mail that she wanted
one “because it looks cool. It
looks like a real ATM and real
ATMs are cool. Real ATMs are
amazing because you can put a
card in and get money anywhere

He ed an
kit, a plastic bank with three com-
partments, for savings, spending
and investing, with a workbook
and a cassette tape. Serious, sensi-
ble business.

“We killed it years ago,” Searl
says. “It just didn’t do as well. It
was too complicated.”

A decade of instant gratifica-
tion and luxury fever later, tween-
er life is faster, buzzier, lit up, and
ATM banking has moved right
into the bedroom, along with the
PC, the MP3, the DVDs. “Who
knows, perhaps this is how
Donald Trump started out,”
states the press kit for the Youni-
verse ATM. “You may even be
raising the next Apprentice.”

Like we need any more of
those.

To our readers

Jim Coates is on medical leave. His computer advice column

will return in several weeks.

r: 13888900
ry exchande aics are those
istomers at milit:

o

dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

30 -year bond
The Associated Press, Bank of

C'ents and Sensibility

4 Money tip of the day

Military info online

BY NANCY DUNNAN

Whether you're active, re-
tired or a prospective member
of the Armed Forces, you'll find
something of interest at
www.FirstGov.gov.

The military section of this
government Web site covers a
wide variety of topics, includ-
ing: current military news, info

on ROTC and everything you
need to know about benefits
and retirement, family sup-
port, training and education,
special home loans and life in-
surance.
Financial adviser, economist and
security analyst Nancy Dunnan is

of “How to Invest $50 to
$5,000.” She writes a weekly column
for theonlineinvestor.com
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10:00 Nikita (42)
120 French Drama: Fatlo Montale: Total
159, US. Movie (2001: Jeepers Creepers

JAPAN TV-BS7

Morning
6:15 NBA Magazine
7:15 2004 Terrorism and the World
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Dog back at home

NASHUA — A

71-year-old man
who was separated from
his dog during a traffic acci-
dent has been reunited with
the tiny rat terrier.

Didas escaped from Bak-
er’s car after the accident
in Ambherst. The
4Y>-year-old terrier
raced off while Baker
was being treated.

Distraught family
members had returned to the area
daily to look for him.

Then the family received a
phone message from Rod and
Lynn Spencer of Merrimack,
about S miles from the accident
scene. They saw the dog in their
driveway and recognized it from a
picture in the newspaper.

Thwarting horse theft

FORT WORTH — It's
about to get a lot harder to
steal a horse in Texas.

Starting in January, the Fort
Worth-based Texas and Southwest-
ern Cattle Raisers Association will
launch a national Web-based
theft-prevention service.

The service will help ranchers
and law enforcement officers track
down stolen horses by recording
vital information from horses,
such as color, description, medical
history and brand and will include
a digital picture, said Todd McCart-
ney, director of the program for
the organization.

For $30 per horse, information
submitted by horse owners will be
made available to law enforcement
through the Internet. After two
years, the annual rate drops to S10
per horse, McCartney said. The as-
sociation’s 13,000 members, how-
ever, can immediately subscribe to
the service for $10 per horse, he
said.

The association’s field inspec-
tors recovered more than $5 mil-
lion in stolen livestock and equip-
ment in

Judge orders fish review

BILLINGS — A federal

judge in Colorado has or-
dered the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to re-evaluate the status of
Yellowstone cutthroat trout and
whether the fish should be protect-
ed under the Endangered Species

The agency “arbitrarily and ca-
priciously” concluded that a peti-
tion seeking federal protection for
the fish did not present “substan-
tial information” that such protec-
tion was warranted, federal Judge
Phillip S. Figa wrote in a decision
issued late last week.

Figa ordered the Fish and Wild-
life  Service to complete a
12-month review of the matter.

Milkshake poisoning
TROY — A woman who po-
lice say tried to kill her hus-

band and teenage son by offering

them milkshakes laced with lethal
doses of prescription medication
has been charged in the case.

A warrant for Mary Ellen Can-
non was signed, Oakland County
Chief Deputy Prosecutor Deborah
Carley said. Cannon was expected
to face five felony counts, includ-
ing attempted murder and poison-
ing.

Police said the motive was un-

If convicted, the 46-year-old sub-
urban Detroit woman could be sen-
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tenced to up to life in prison.

Toxicology reports indicated
that lethal doses of prescription
medications prescribed for sleep
disorders and panic attacks, regu-
lating blood pressure and easing
pain were found in the milkshakes.

Splitting county vote
SANTA BARBARA — If
voters approve a coun

split and form a new Mission Coun-

ty in the north, residents in remain-
ing Santa Barbara County will be

saddled with the existing $43 mil-

lion in capital debt. A five-member

panel deciding the financial viabili-
ty of a new county spent months
wrestling with a “fair, just and eq-
uitable” division of assets and
debt. Voters are expected to de-
cide on a split in June 2006.

Undelivered mail

ROANOKE — A postal
worker was fired and could
face charges after federal authori-
ties, acting on a tip, found thou-
sands of pieces of undelivered mail
in the letter-carrier’s home and ga-

rage.

US. Postal Inspector Brett
Brumbaugh said a citizen who dis-
covered more than 500 pieces of
undelivered mail contacted law en-
forcement officials. He would not
elaborate on where the mail was
found.

Awesome skate trick
Drew Williams shows off his best
flip trick at a skate park in El Dora-
do, Ark.

The investigation
led authorities to
search a temporary
postal worker’s home,
Brumbaugh said. He
said the mail found at the
home included everything
from credit card applica-
tions to packages to bills.
Some of the mail had been
opened, he said.

Brumbaugh said the case
will be turned over to the fed-
eral prosecutor, who could

charge the former carrier
with stealing mail.

Naughty act
SHAMOKIN — Santa defi-
nitely knows one boy was
not nice this year.

A 17-year-old is accused of fir-
ing a pellet gun from a sec-
ond-story window, hitting a man
dressed as Santa Claus. Police said
the boy confessed.

Scott Slodysko, a volunteer fire-
man, was riding atop a fire truck
when he heard a popping sound at
an intersection.

Slodysko said he knew immedi-
ately that somebody with a pellet
gun was to blame.

“We do this for the kids,” Slodys-
ko said. “I just can’t believe some-
one would do something like that.”

Unlocking mysteries

Tl CHICAGO — A new X-ray

‘machine will help anthropol-
ogists uncover mysteries locked in-
side some of the Field Museum’s
collecnon of ancient mummies and

pottery. Mikron Digital Imaging is
lending the $225,000 portable
X-ray, used to diagnose broken
bones. Among 40 specimens select-
ed from the museum’s 1.5 million
anthropology objects, researchers
will examine the skeleton of “The
Magdalenian Girl” to gauge her
exact age.

Limiting decorations
Ty SALT LAKE CITY — Some
Utah cities, including Salt
Lake City, are trimming their
Christmas Some

lieki A giraffe reaches |or a nutritious, edi-
Tree h(’klng gOOd ble Christmas ornament adorning a
tree in Bush Gardens Serengeti Plain, in Tampa, Fla. The festive treats
are part of the park’s animal enrichment program offered regularly to
many species at Busch Gardens Tampa.

cash-strapped towns say they're
cutting back on lights and other
decorations and turning those re-
sponsibilities to the private sector.
In Salt Lake, private groups includ-
ing the Mormon church have com-
bined to spend an estimated $1 mil-

lion to light up Utah’s capital city.

Tunnel to open

PITTSBURGH — A

3,600-foot tunnel route in
and out of Pittsburgh will open
Monday for the first time in 74
years.

Officials hope the former rail-
road tunnel will ease traffic for a
city hedged in by rivers. The tun-
nel was closed when the old Wa-
bash Railroad went bankrupt. The
passage will be restricted to car
pools during rush hour. It's expect-
ed that as many as 4,500 vehicles
will use the tunnel daily.

Antiques net profit

FRANKFORT — A collec-

tion of abandoned treasures
owned by the state sold on eBay
for $16,180 after a weeklong auc-
tion. The items included jewelry,
silverware, pocket watches and an-
tique currency. The state treasury
department put items from 20 for-
gotten safe-deposit boxes on the
‘Web site Dec. 13. The highest bid
was $3,151.01 for a gold pocket
watch purchased by a bidder in Is-
rael.

Chas Duckett, 8, enjoys sledding down the hill at
13th Street in Ames, lowa, after the area's first

Here I come!

substantial snow fall.
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ig propsal

pating only lunch. She accepted his proposal.

A squirrel cleans the last drops

Good to the last ArOD  from a beverage cup found blow-

ing in the wind in Hoyt Park in Saginaw, Mich.

Roofing conlraclor Kevin Sterwald makes his mlemmns known in a big way by displaying
a marriage proposal for his girlfriend, Jodi Buchholz, on the roof of a barn he was work-
ing on in rural Watertown, Wis. The 90-foot sign and a waiting limousine surprised Buchholz, who arrived anti

Tropical sunset

A worker places artificial palm
branches into a cell phone tower
on Haven Avenue in Rancho Cu-
camonga, Calif., as the sun sets.

Tree wrapping

Brian Foster, left, pushes as Wally Reney pulls a Christmas tree through a tree
wrapper for a customer at Monadnock View Farm in Keene, N.H.

Crime hoss on the run

BOSTON — Fugitive mob-

ster James “Whitey” Bulg-
er is getting better with age, even
as federal authorities say they’re
refining their nearly 10-year hunt
for the former Boston crime boss.

Bulger, 75, has made fewer mis-
takes in recent years. Early on, he
made regular contact with associ-
ates, but a new detailed timeline of
his odyssey shows he’s since isolat-
ed himself.

Authorities say they're as deter-
mined as ever to capture Bulger,
who lived a double life as a ruth-
less gangster and an FBI infor-
mant before fleeing racketeering
charges in January 1995. He’s also
charged in connection with 21 mur-
ders.

Tnvestigators over the past de-
cade have looked into Bulger sight-
ings in about 30 nations and every
continent but Antarctica.

Most of the sightings, however,
turned out to be false alarms.

Ruff]

g experience

BECKLEY — Jared Will-
iams ruffled a few feathers
while driving on Interstate 64.

A wild turkey flew into the
truck’s windshield.

Williams was traveling about 70
mph at the time, but managed to
pull safely to the side of the road.

“It looked like someone stuffed
the turkey in the windshield,” said
Dave Creager of Creager Automo-
tive Repair Service. “It didn’t look
real.”

Williams, 22, had been driving a
company truck for Appalachian
Laboratories during the collision,
and endured turkey jokes from his
co-workers the rest of the day.

Archbishop’s say denied

DENVER — The Catholic

Lawyers Guild of Colorado
decided against giving the Denver
archbishop the final say when it
comes to choosing honorees for
their two annual awards. Incoming
guild president Laura Tighe says
the organization wanted indepen-
dence from Archbishop Charles
Chaput, who has criticized politi-
cians and others for not following
church teachings on abortion and
other issues.

More money for tutors

PHOENIX — The state

plans to use an anticipated
$10 million in surplus school aid to
add tutoring for students having
difficulty passing the AIMS gradua-
tion test. So far, only half of the
state’s high school juniors have
passed the math portion. The gov-
ernor and state superintendent
agreed to use the surplus money
rather than wait for a legislative ap-
propriation.

American adventure

MANKATO — Donors

bought a bus ticket and
gave traveling money to a man
who suffered a series of misadven-
tures after illegally crossing the
Mexican border, but he probably
just needed a good map.

Juan Rivera, 46, left his home in
Juarez, Mexico, last week. He
slipped into El Paso, Texas, and
went to Riverside, Calif., to look
for a temporary job. When he
couldn’t find work, he asked some-
one which train headed back to El
Paso.

But the train went to the wrong
city. So he got on another train,
then another. Somehow he ended
up in Mankato in the middle of the
night, according to Blue Earth
County Sheriff Brad Peterson, who
heard Rivera’s story through an in-
terpreter.

Wearing only jeans and three
shirts, Rivera walked to a conve-
nience store and crawled into a
trash bin to stay warm. But a gar-
bage truck dumped the contents of
the trash bin, including Rivera,
into the truck.

When the truck got to its next
stop, Rivera crawled out the back
and the driver called 911. He was
treated at a local hospital for minor
injuries.

ugh he entered the country
illegally, Peterson said the Bureau
of Immigration and Customs En-
forcement had no interest in him.
Having broken no local laws, and
considering his harrowing experi-
ence, Peterson told Rivera he was
free to go.

Expensive tree strapping

MONTPELIER — Strap-

ping that Christmas tree to
the top of a sport utility vehicle can
be a real drag.

A couple of engineers at the Uni-
versity of Vermont claim that sport
utility vehicles topped with trees
have 26 percent more aerodynam-
ic drag than treeless SUVs.

Knowing the energy density of
gasoline, typical engine efficien-
cies and the number of trees sold,
they concluded that an extra
53,000 gallons of gas are used each
year to retrieve trees.

And given high fuel costs, that
translates to a nationwide a total of
about $100,000.

Police psychotherapist

INDIANAPOLIS

Gov.-elect Mitch Damels
named a police psychotherapist
and martial arts hall of famer to
head the Indiana State Police. Dr.
Paul Whitesell, 53, is a psychother-
apist with the Fort Wayne Police
Department and has been a trainer
with law enforcement agencies
and the U.S. military. He was in-
ducted into the Martial Arts Hall
of Fame in 2002.

Hair Cuttery lawsuit

BALTIMORE — Eight

women have filed a feder-
al class action against Hair Cut-
tery’s parent company, saying the
Virginia-based salon chain discrim-
inates against black customers.

The action grows out of a lawsuit
filed this year by Paulette Harris,
an Anne Arundel County woman
who said the salon tried to charge
her more because she is black.

In that suit, Harris said that a
Hair Cuttery employee tried to
charge her $8 extra for her sham-
poo because of her “ethnic” hair.

Harris also said that she was
asked to pay in advance because,
she said the staff told her, “ethnic”
people tend to leave without pay-
ing.
In the class action request filed
this week in U.S. District Court,
other Baltimore-area women re-
counted similar experiences at
local Hair Cuttery stores.

Hair Cuttery is a walk-in unisex
chain with 800 stores, according to
its Web site.

Stories and photos from wire services
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Be happy Okinawa teams exist

I read with interest the letter “On travel,
DODDS on vacation” (Dec. 17). Letter writ-
er Lon LaGrave has a very unique outlook
toward equality. He seems to feel that Kade-
na and Kubasaki high schools are being dis-
criminated against because they are not
given the opportunity to “travel” with their
sports programs. As a coach for Matthew C.
Perry High School on Iwakuni Marine
Corps Air Station, Japan, I say they are pret-
ty lucky in the fact that they have enough
students to offer various sporting programs
in their school. Here in Iwakuni we have
had to cancel our football team this year, the
baseball team last year and the girl’s soft-
ball team for both years, all because we are
avery small school and have difficulty field-
ing enough players for these teams. I know
of several students who would love to play
on these teams, but are not given the oppor-
tunity because there are not enough players
to fill out the team.

In many cases these players work hard in
practice to try to build a team only to see it
fall apart due to ineligibility or injuries. I
would even go as far as to say that I have
seen a few of our players who, given the
chance to play for the Kadena or Kubasaki
team, would probably take a starting posi-
tion and be a star. Unfortunately they are
not given the fair and “equal” opportunity to
even play because their parents got sta-
tioned here.

As for the “travel,” be careful for what
you wish for. Mr. LaGrave made the com-
ment that “Kubasaki/Kadena student-ath-
letes as a whole have grade-point averages
well above those of their peers.” This may
be true for now, but start having them travel
and see if it remains that way. Two years
ago I coached the Perry baseball team and
we only had three home games scheduled.
This required us to travel by bus six times to
Tokyo in order to play our games. This
meant that my players had to leave home on
Thursday night to take the 12-hour bus ride
up to Tokyo, get off the bus and play their
games, and then return by bus on Sunday.
After four straight weeks of that, not only
had our grades dropped, but most of the
players were just wishing for a home game
where they wouldn't be the tired ones and
their parents could actually watch them
play.

As for the money, well I can only imagine
how Kadena or Kubasaki manage their bud-
gets. Last time I checked, money doesn’t
grow on trees and plane tickets cost money.
Given the fair and “equal” formula, each
time those teams travel, the other team
would also have to travel to Okinawa. This
would cost Department of Defense Depen-
dents Schools quite a sum of money. Why do
you think they make us take a bus?

Of course, I'm sure that by Mr. LaGrave’s
way of thinking the money for this would be
pulled out of the air somewhere with no neg-
ative impact on the system at all. Of course
we could take it from our budget for books,
classroom materials, or computers for the
schools. Or better yet, take it from the bud-
get for teacher training, since they really

Doonesbury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
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don’t need to stay up to date on their subject
matter to teach your children.

[DODDS spokesman Henry] Meyer s en-
tirely correct when he says, “Don’t compare
us with other areas.” Mr LaGrave lives on
an island in the middle of the Pacific, so he
can’t expect to be treated like a stateside
school that can take a bus to the next school
to play. Given this, and that the purpose of
the school is to educate, I think it is more
than fair that DODDS spends the money to
allow Kadena and Kubasaki to have sports
programs. Mr. LaGrave should stop com-
plaining about his situation and come up
with feasible solutions, such as raising the
money for travel through fund-raisers if it is
that important to travel.

I think a better solution would be to help
the local (Japanese) schools develop foot-
ball teams for Kadena and Kubasaki to play.
The last time I was on Okinawa there were
plenty of students at the Japanese high
schools. We have two teams we play in Hi-
roshima that have really come around since
we started playing with them in an annual
game.

Marine Gunnery Sgt. Kevin C. Crone (Ret.)
Twakuni, Japan

acts i

Sixty years ago, my quiet town was in the
last stages of war.

On Dec. 24 the town was reduced to rub-
ble by an American bombing campaign.
Most people that I hear talk about that peri-
od were children hiding in the country. It
was a very difficult life following the war,
but relief packages provided by Americans
helped them survive.

Acts of kindness, mercy and compassion
for the defenseless civilian casualties
were some of the best characteristics of
American people that now-prosperous adult

rmans mention.

Itis still dark at 7:15 this morning. I have
the seven-light electric candles that deco-

rate so many German and Swedish homes
lighting my kitchen. The small, white lights
that decorate the houses and yards are shin-
ing brightly against the fog that has frozen
on spider webs, draping doorways and win-
dows with the finest natural garland. I take
some comfort in being able to sit in a warm
kitchen in a peaceful village as I contem-
plate the aftermath of war.

1 believe that the compassionate acts of
the post-World War IT American soldiers
and civilians planted seeds of good will that
continue to bear fruit today.

1t is hard to think of any American (espe-
cially those who work overseas in military
communities) who does not have a relative,
neighbor or co-worker with a loved one
fighting in the war against terror. Our sol-
diers in Iraq continue to try to meet the
needs of children through school renova-
tion, drives to get school supplies and toys,
and efforts to bring peace and democratic
rule to their land. I hope that in 60 years eld-
erly Iragis will have tales of their wartime
childhood and the compassionate citizens of
the world who came to their aid.

Susan K. Kerns
Bitbuyg-Moetsch, Germany

Hunting preserves balance

This is in response to “Hunting photo un-
necessary” (letter, Dec. 14).

The writer expresses that “yahoos are
out there attempting to prove their man-
hood (or lack of it),” however, this is not
the case with the vast majority of hunters.
The majority of hunters do not condone
killing wildlife solely for trophy purposes;
however, there is a small minority that
does and this is deplorable.

There is an American stereotype of
“Redneck Bob” dressed in camouflage ex-
terminating all deer in America. Not so!
Most hunters are skilled, intelligent indi-
viduals who are matching wits against ani-
mals with superior senses of smell, eye-
sight and hearing.

American founders imported 40,000
white-tailed deer to America and, to date,
there are about S million in Texas. The
deer population rises while hunters’ num-
bers are declining, which is offsetting the
balance, especially without many wild
predatory animals in the United States.

Hunting is wildlife management. Wild-
life must be harvested to reduce the dis-
ease in animal populations and to reduce
crops and habitat damage from overpopu-
lation.

Hunting licenses are regulated and har-
vested animal numbers are managed by
game officials. Harvesting animals for
management and food purposes is not cow-
ardly, it is right. Many states allow hunters
to donate deer to food programs as a hu-
Mmanitarian gesture.

The act of killing is barbaric in nature,
so I concur with the writer on this point.
To truly see the “necessary” barbaric na-
ture of killing animals for food, I recom-
mend that Stars and Stripes run an article
on animal slaughterhouse operations.

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Steven Schantz

Camp Liberty, Iraq

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Why not hold Rumsfeld to same standard?

hen I heard President Bush

praising Secretary of Defense

Rumsfeld last week, my mind

strayed to the story of two
Army reservists who've served months in
the brig.

Maj. Cathy Kaus and
Chief Warrant Officer
Darrell Birt arrived in
Kuwait in March 2003,
but their unit didn’t get
enough trucks to carry
crucial equipment into
Iraq. So the two offic-
ers  commandeered
some abandoned Army
trucks by the roadside,
loaded up, and headed
for lerl!

reward? A
court-martial for theft, dnd dishonorable dis-
charges.

“The soldlers were held accountable for
their actions,” an Army spokesman said. In
other words, Kaus and Birt were punished
for breaking the rules so their troops could
carry out their mission.

Trudy Rubin

provise to sustain their mission: Rumsfeld
refused to recognize the nature of the situa-
tion into which he sent those troops.
umsfeld was so eager to test out his new,

lean military machine that he didn’t want to
plan for the likelihood of instability after Sad-
dam Hussein fell. The State Department, the
CIA and many military commanders urged
that more forces be available to establish
order after the war. No way, said Rumsfeld.

According to the Pentagon, the aftermath
of the war was supposed to be easy. No mili-
tary police were sent in to stop postwar loot-
ing, which encouraged the rise of the insur-
gents. Pentagon officials talked about draw-
ing down to 50,000 U.S. troops by fall of
2003.

No ‘wonder no one pald attention to the re-
servists. They weren’t supposed to be on the
front lines. The Pentagon never contemplat-
ed the prospect of an insurgency, in which
the front lines are everywhere.

Even as the insurgency took root — in the
fall of 2003 — Rumsfeld refused to admit the
situation was urgent. As late as this month,
he tried to blame the shortage of armored
humvees on lack of production capacity.

Yet the f Hume d ar-

But no one holds Rumsfeld
for undermining the mission and undercut-
ting the troops.

The recent flap over unarmored Humvees
— and Rumsfeld’s flip remarks to a reservist
who complained about having to scavenge
for armor — are part of a bigger pattern.

There’s a reason why 50,000 reservists
were sent to war in 2003 with outdated body
armor, and why families had to raise funds
to send their loved ones Kevlar vests with ce-
ramic plates. There’s a reason so many Hum-
vees and trucks are still unarmored.

There’s a reason Kaus and Birt had to im-

mored plates for the U.S. military say they
aren’t running near capacity. They say the
Pentagon just hadn’t asked them to produce
more.

Rumsfeld’s fierce resistance to admitting
to problems has cost U.S. troops dearly.

The exit date of U.S. troops depends, as
President Bush admits, on when Iragi
armed forces are capable of securing their
country. Rumsfeld’s mismanagement en-
sures that date won’t come any time soon.

In March, the secretary claimed that Iraq
had 200,000 security forces “taking over re-

for the country.” This puffed-up
figure was meaningless; most were un-
trained police or security guards not forces

the results of U.S. training efforts were
“mixed, in terms of standing up Iraqi units
who are willing to fight.”

Why such poor results? Again, responsibil-
ity lies with Rumsfeld.

For nearly a year after Baghdad’s fall, the
Pentagon preferred to pursue its political vi-
sion of a new kind of Arab country without

an army rather than equip Iragis to fight
their own bad guys.

Rumsfeld chose to disband the Iraqi
army, instead of vetting and retraining some
units. He nixed Iragi Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi’s plan to bring back five Iraqi army
divisions. ...

Traq’s security forces and our own have
been bitterly served by these lapses. Isn't it
time that someone on high — rather than
loyal reservists — is held responsible for the
Pentagon’s mistakes?

Trudy Rubin s a columnist and editorial-board
member for The Philadelphia Inquirer.

Military transformation among secretary’s successes

BY NEWT GINGRICH

he recent calls for Defense Secre-

tary Donald Rumsfeld to step down

provide a good opportunity to step

back and review his record from
the last four years.

Shortly after Mr. Rumsfeld began what
would be his second tour of duty as secre-

tary of defense, he
made it clear that he
would do what it takes
to begin transforming
the military and its sup-
porting bureaucracies
into a force capable of
meeting the threats of
the 21st century. In his
2001 Senate confirma-
tion hearing, Mr.
Rumsfeld testified,
“The old deterrence of
the Cold War era is im-
perfect for dissuading
the threats of the 21st century and for main-
taining stability our new security environ-
ment.”

In the face of enormous internal opposi-
tion, Mr. Rumsfeld, who under President
Ford directed a military that stood ready to
face the might of the Warsaw Pact, began in
the summer of 2001 to transform the de-
fense bureaucracy by forcing it to recognize
that the Cold War was over. He then began
implementing the necessary changes.

Most notably, he undertook an extraordi-
narily complicated set of negotiations with
our allies to move forces from obsolete and
expensive Cold War positions in Europe and
East Asia to much more useful and less ex-
pensive positions from where they can be
more effective in defending America.

Just weeks after Mr. Rumsfeld’s Defense
Department transformation plan had begun,
the United States was attacked on Sept. 11.

By now the response to that attack is well

Gingrich

known. Mr. Rumsfeld took control and led
the remarkably successful campaign in Af-
ghanistan, which led in short order to the de-
feat of the Taliban and the destruction of its
terrorist training camps.

Even during ongoing military campaigns,
Mr. Rumsfeld never wavered from his objec-
tives. In the summer of 2003, in order to ac-
celerate transformation in the Army, he
brought Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker out of re-
tirement to become Army chief of staff.
[They were] able to move personnel from
noncombat to combat units, enabling them
with additional reorganization to create 15
newly restructured combat brigades.

Also, because of Mr. Rumsfeld’s plan, our
military is more flexible, more agile and bet-
ter able to fight unconventional enemies. ...

Moreover, he was able to move military
personnel out of jobs that should be and are
now held by civilians. Under this reorganiza-
tion, Army troop levels increased (by

30,000), as did the number of combat bri-
gades, making a draft unnecessary despite
some critics’ claims that one was imminent.
At the same time, Mr. Rumsfeld directed
the global war on terrorism through the Spe-
cial Operations Command. The effort has
helped other countries hunt down, capture
or kill terrorists in dozens of countries. The
combined effort has resulted in
three-fourths of al-Qaida’s senior leadership
being killed or captured, while the organiza-
tion’s mastermind, Osama bin Laden, re-
mains a powerless ‘international fugitive.
Finally, there is Iraq. The military per-
formed brilliantly in the 23-day campaign
led by Gen. Tommy Franks that defeated the
dangerous Iraqi dictator, Saddam Hussein.
Today, Mr. Rumsfeld is working closely
with the ambassador to Iraq, John D. Ne-
groponte, to help create an interim govern-
‘ment, build up the Iraq military and help Ira-
qis regain control over their own country.

Yet Mr. Rumsfeld is a target for those who
either oppose American military involve-
ment in Iraq or lack the ability to under-
stand or communicate the difficulty and the
importance of defeating the insurgency and
creating a stable elected government.

Mr. Rumsfeld, standing on his remark-
able record of achievement, is far too effec-
tive a defense secretary for any serious stu-
dent of recent American history to think that
he should be replaced. With Mr. Rumsfeld
at the helm, the U.S. military has defeated
two terrorist regimes, giving more than 50
million people a chance at freedom. ...

[T1he most compelling reason to keep Mr.
Rumsfeld as secretary of defense may sim-
ply be that there has not been another attack
on our homeland since Sept. 11.

Mr. Rumsfeld’s critics are off the mark.
The military, under Mr. Rumsfeld’s leader-
ship, is our finest example of what works.
Newt Ginorich,a Georgia Repubican, was speaker of
the U. of Representatives from 1995 to 1999.
This Golumn frst appeared in The (Bartimore) sun.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Horoscope

The full moon in Cancer yester-
day likely brought up family and
domestic issues that will not be
resolved for weeks. New
information must be mulled
over, sorted through and
carefully processed. It's
important not to rush ahead
with judgment or take action
that cannot be easily un-
done. Reserve the right to
change your mind later.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 27). The thrills
you dreamed about as a
small child are now re-enter-
ing your life. Connecting
with ambitions of bygone
days gives you vitality and optimism
— what could be more attractive?
The next three months are busy,
social and filled with options. But do
settle in with someone by April.
Work and finances go better when
your love life is decided.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Relationships have seasons.
Though it may be winter outside, it's
definitely spring in a special relation-
ship. So make sure there’s enough
rain, in the form of honesty, and
sunshine, in the form of fun, to grow
this bond.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You're trying to make a particularly
challenging situation work. Others
have done it before you — use the
library or go online to find out how
they did it. Knowing when to be
silent will put you in an excellent
position tonight.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your way of apportioning responsibil-
ity is not what the others had in
mind. You'll be forced to re-examine
your choice. Is it really fair or just
convenient? Probably, it's a little of
both. Sometimes, you have to say,
“My bad.”

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The infantile behavior of a full-grown
person is appalling! It would be easy
to write this person off as not worth
the time, but the fact is, there’s
something valuable at stake. Find
compassion, and communicate.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It's the
kind of day that requires stable

Holiday

blood sugar to get through — in
other words, make sure you're
eating often enough to keep your
energy high! Others are depending
on you to come through for the
whole group.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

. Excellent use is made of

Mathis your talent for distinguish-
ing the finer points of an
argument or deal. For
one thing, the specifics
make or break a business
situation. Also, a vocabu-
lary choice could win a
heart.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Yes,
you're widely accom-
plished, but be careful of
the jack-of-all-trades
(master-of-none) syndrome! You're
better off homing in on what you do
the best and delegating the rest to
those who'd love to have the work.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You're not acting your age — de
pending on the task, you assign a
much more mature version of your-
self or send a childish part of you to
do the job. Either way, there’s wis-
dom in your choice.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You're in a shopping mood —
for a new job, perhaps, or a new
love. “Trying on” the merchandise in
your mind is half the fun. The sexiest
thing about you now is your philoso-
phy. Share it with potential partners.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You're not willing to spend
major time on minor priorities —
smart thinking. Now, all you have to
do is teach certain loved ones to
follow your lead on this, and every-
one can work in the same direction.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Sensational ideas float like dandeli-
on seeds on the wind of your mind.
There's no need to force things, as
some will plant themselves naturally
in the exact right place. Loved ones
are in awe of your process.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
As usual, the person who can help
you the most is in close proximity.
The problem is, you don't want to
ask — there’s too much “gunk” in
the way of this relationship. Now is
the perfect day to clear the path of
communication.
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TV weather report annoys some

Dear Abby: 1 have a different
sort of pet peeve, but I hope you
will let me air it.

The weather reports all start
with the terrific computer-gener-
ated maps and diagrams present-
ed by both local and national TV
meteorologists. However,
they insist on standing in
front of their display and
waving their arms madly
around, which is distract-
ing, infuriating, and adds
zilch to the report.

A typical example: The
‘weather reporter an-
nounces the temperature
in Boston is 74 degrees,
then he walks across the
screen to point at the
number on the map.

Then the reporter shows
how a front is moving
from the Southwest, following
the station manager’s instruc-
tions: “Crouch low, sweep arms
around crazily and move to the
center of the screen. Stand in
front of the home city data.

“Smile proudly. Point out the
local forecast because the map is

Dear Abby

now completely obscured.”
Why can’t the old rub-
ber-tipped pointers used by our
grade school geography teachers
be put back into service? Unlike
little children, TV weathercast-
ers should be heard and not seen.
— Retired Teacher in Morris-
ville, N.Y.
Dear RT.: I agree
that at times some
weather reporters get
in the way of the view-
ing — and your recy-
cling idea has merit.
I'm printing your sug-
gestion in the hope that
thaie who need to see it
will take it to heart. But
I'm not holding my
breath, and you
shouldn't either.

Dear Abby: vy
husband, “Graham,” and I were
married for 11 years. From the

i the i ip with

Graham died last year, and
ever since the funeral his parents
have wanted to have a close
relationship with me. I am hav-
ing a hard time with it, since we
had no relationship before my
husband died. I have children,
and I think his parents believe
that they need to be part of their
grandchildren’s lives, but what
are my obligations toward them?
— Frustrated and Alone
in Clovis, N.M.
Dear Frustrated: Your children
are the only link to their son that
Graham’s parents have. I'm sure
they regret their estrangement
from your family more than
words can say. Please respect
that you are united in grief over
the untimely death of your hus-
band. Treat his parents kindly,
encourage their participation in
their grandchildren’s lives, and
try to find it in your heart to
forgive them. If that’s possible,
You will all be the richer for it.

his parents was rocky. During
the last five years of our mar-
riage, we hardly spoke to Gra-
ham’s family at all — his prefer-
ence.

Lettersfor his column — with your
ame and phone number —
adarossed 0 Doar Abby, P.O: o g0,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Lack of sex drive ending marriage

Dear Annie: rve
been married to “Susan’
for over 20 years, and we
have two teenage chil-
dren. Our marriage start-
ed out like most — a lot of
good times, along with
some difficulties, but
nothing we couldn’t work
out. My job involves work-
ing shifts with a varied
schedule, and 12 years
‘ago, Susan got a full-time
job with an ambulance
service and also works
odd shifts. Our social life com-
pletely died.

Nine years ago, at the age of 39,
my wife needed a full hysterecto-
my. After this, our very good sex
life slowly started to go downhill.
At first, I tried to be understand-
ing, but the situation didn’t im-
prove. My wife insisted there was
no problem — but it certainly was
a problem for me. I asked her to
seek counseling, but she had no
interest. I saw a counselor on my
own, but was told it wouldn’t be
‘much use without my wife’s partic-
ipation.

1 thought we could work
through our problems, but now

Annie’s Mailbox

Susan says if I need sex,
I'should go out and get
it. She has asked for a
separation.

How can I convince
her that we both need to
talk to someone?

— Left Out in the Cold

Dear Left Out: While
we recognize that some
women lose interest in
sex after menopause
(or @ hysterectomy), we
do not understand why
a loving wife would not
make any effort to work on some-
thing that so severely damages
her marriage.

Ask your wife once more to go
with you for counseling in the
hope that you can work on this
separation. Do not mention sex.
If Susan refuses, please go back
to your counselor and ask for
help on the best way to cope with
this latest development.

Dear Annie: My moth-
er-in-law is the best person in the
world. She is now in her late 70s
and could use some financial
support. My husband has six

siblings. All could afford to send
$100 a month to their mother for
medicine and other essentials.

‘We contacted all the siblings
and suggested this. Only one
responded favorably. In the
meantime, my husband is pick-
ing up the monthly bill for the
other five. We have our own
children to put through college,
and this is putting a strain on our
finances.

How can we ask again for the
other siblings to do their share
without causing a family rift?

— Caught in the Middle

Dear Caught: Ifall the siblings
are financially able to send $100
a month, you should not be
afraid to ask them again. And
again. Better still, have your
husband call a family “council”
and discuss this together. If $100
is too much, ask them to donate
less, but they all should be will-
ing to chip in.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers colu

Please e- maH Your auestions to
or write

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

JUMUSLE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
1o form four ordinary words,
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0000000100000
(Answers tomorrow)

EMBER UNFAIR METRIC
With everyone home for the holidays, Mom
and Dad enjoved their — "PRESENCE"

Saturday's | Jumbles: POISE
An:

nswer:

Family Circus

eane. nc,
Gist by Kimg Features Synd

to: Annie's Mailbox. ¢/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.
Creators Syndicate
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“Slippers are a really, really casual
shoe.”
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Saca st Paing mower, dus s SRS matts3 M | coutne Assor boys s, §5 155 o™ ‘Em |1l 8 el B, Comes Wl
e - tom v oo 556, 55 K e et A | SRS 0 S 1|y QO R M | ot T e oy e Bl & S s
ovin For Salel Has exta setof | Ehgicn, £ung perect JCT | er — oo o el By Nt | S553076 > o oY g2, Sios | Travl g swing $10'fko now. | Ed®2”wlack donm polo2por | Kadena, Okinaw - Video Carg: | S 633:8005
nd GP Sporie. oxhbus | May_ 200 e 1555 st el I | iz anoinaicom Brown and blue siroller & lile | jackets (only wom twice). Sizes | Al In Wonder Radon 64MB | cagena, Okinawa - Looking for
05aa3 5550 e scratched but works great. S10. | range from 4 to.7. Wil sell ai | Wideo card with TV in and video | \io0r" vt Oeq ' Sesame. Shroat
anaroo @ aniorcs Sh 1 ) 08 B S TR | 8T i | Sy GO | S
e Gl Cheyom LR | oocrs —coor sapaest | o 5.0 . o saymant| Motorcyles side, yours for §a0. mai | 29° M1 B SRS | 76 o bt offer cal o ot e
imise, Call Choyemne WSS4 | aqera - OO JapANESE 5, tox pemert dyneey’Gemica hoimall om | Courney-Assoried _women's | KAB 633-10810;  Emai
cheyenne.mcneely @kadena.af BOXY CARI 1
r

Hariey Davidson | o
55 Anmivareaty 00k G
fom, Gunmetal Pearl, 350 Miles,

B

due Feb. Gre s Donanichashomai.com or
gani” Toa7 Dainaiy | 85,007 (" 6S73057 and | - Okinawa 170 mrmamesmca“eﬁﬁv ise " | oiing: 5\12‘57?5 e | maniGat ot Shondanichor
O ion mever T procem. | SO Q9059402065 or lemall | | kaqera, Onawa | MEDELA | itteS P Gani ,;Zm Sagaminara, opan - Compoq | e—
1994 4-door Toyora | Low miléage, oy 75000km vah Kadona 2001 arty Dagso | FOMP N STILE. e 1o 5 i d.ess panis. Hardly compiier” PC.” monior” and i
Care ot S0 S 2507 | e oy s 33 | e oy atrfce St 860" Sprsier Uppadad | S et eton, 10 | £ Koot vinow S 1o and | Home Electronics 570
e i pover oy | cen ke Cld C Fover | Ven Avalibi b 18 200 | 1200 Bl fer it ovard | S ekng ST, omes i m offes 2009 rtated, 5353 cal
SE298,78 Cll 392 1o | Sine 3008 Aska S4285 OB, | A6, 51 S a3 ““"’ e e, o nct have 4 | Shelmi@yahoo.com for P | Szes” medum-arae ll reat | o | Samp Coutney, Qunmve
SRR SR SR | Call  633:7446 o email Cendmon, N\ce/C\ean i, | 108 o melnten, Fist $8.000 ¢ conditon, $5 each or S50 fo al | Sagamiars - Printer. (Ganon | 170 watt_channel, Yamaha
Kadona - 1994 Honda Aceord | JancoG o4 so-not e for ey vehle | can adena,_Okinawa o | 101 hem. 6225455 or omai | pier. copy. scarnorand ol | £1066 Gonrol A Hemols
Wagon  slacdsive, " Sret | pcs 505755 5% | aurence itteton @kadenaat.mi 5,\,\" T o V| . e jansGhotmai o b e, machne 7% "Cal | oo ooty ania
TN Kadena, Okinawa - 2000 Yama- Baby Swing $25 | Foster - Great Party dress - | 984@hotmailcom. incl, acalont Condion. You
S AC ol i duy 065 | Kadona - DIVORGE SALE! ; vanows baby and odeiod toys canit find these flams in stores
" aise | Kinsor - Toyota Windom: JCI | ha YZ125 Motocross Bike: E y v% | Sessica NcGintock desian. g o
SO0 CAGIENG | e o N e | goodsur Jun G5,  door, Green, | callnt shapo  ana. wol mai: | STSS I interested_ pease cal | g ed"bodice it | Yokota, Japan - Electiomcs | &1 longer. $1.000. OBO i
Kadena - 1094 32 Nissan | spoter and comfont il G0 | aulomaiic  power  windows, | tained. $2100 Call Cralg @ | Desiree @ 633-4269 or er
Sl e Fhzcse engne | e 530 58 P | ooy oo Yoy e | €35-2500, o email| meslonspanOhcasininep.
00 0O Noil 6335147 of | e e bater 17t vy, | ne " Great. hew: ont tres. | bakers5 @oasi Koo, Okrava - Unbrta
Sl gt Epscposecon | 0% Aok S5 4onda o s | $2,005. 58 ali inav el caort condon 35 —— | Foster, OKinawa - Play staion 1
e o | O er, Gl 6350175 o et t637-57as * | Kadena, Okinawa - Pocket Bke! | QUDICE, EXCEIOTLERNEN 32, | Kadena, Okinave - Black feath | S comes with 2 controlers and 11
Kadena - 1995 Opsl Asta o "1 year 0, red. racing | Gall 637,438 or 090 8 or acket: size smal) win tns | Fyrniture 510 | ames sty Sore - ganes
Comertle,_ mareon” wlack | {E2Give Lestr o g2, Honds g | ik s ' bt 200 Caf | o e e 640 yahoo o | 1 Bougt lsons sy | T > | 000 g o 85
fop. new s, JCI 2000 {50k ol mainianed syion 6547584 (), G307 (6% | Knaar Oknawa - i St | D nvet wore 1.1 ougt 155 o Samal
Bl et NE. 50wt | o - MUST SELL oy | 2le A1 oot g b m oo Sassmors. Crade- | was oo nce"tc_ wear. $100| Buler - 2 boote soas, bolh | Sikinauntyanoscom
how bowsy ock. 7K kit s ke oy dan. | harged ' 10105, Foner eve,é, Do omeltz8 otmail om Portable | Bassnet’s  Cradle . | sreimm@yanoo.comtor e, st
car. 35,600 all 633-4545, 2L S | ing?” COAWEM,”Cold A OSP4 or Do 294 1584 | fures or call 6356133 :nndlmun IPa 590 Gachn | Fostr, Oxinawa - Play saton 2
o SN T e mon T a0 or 000 B29 mitre.store.but wil sl for | o s a g and nover play i
e G 008 "Redng | Auto Parts 180 | SEmETERIE | Kadena, Odnawe - Cain | $15 each. 6226455 or s Eomes with
v, 2donr great condilon | Sreal JCl s due rext 9 980 Conet Ko o | ~————————| Kinear Qxnawa _ Wiie Jory | Ko Dic e cued Cap | mcgmio @ oimai cor e GGl manoas. (hovr
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

o
800HighTech.com

Home Electronics 570

Kadena, Okinawa - If you need
a_greal looking and working
VR gho mo 2l 6323208

at
Ryanzo” uzaymo o for -
wres and pric

Kadena, Okinawa - Modded

e-mail darkstyle @poopiepe.com
Kadena, Oknawa - NEW. ol
used for a fow weeks HC
dgial €O plyer wih rado and
Wit remote control. Verical
endy design. 6 speakers in 2

boxes and 2 cubs Greal
Chisimas presont, 40" (6X
sols o Sa0) Gl Cassie

v emall air_force.
Viey @homal.com

Kadens,

lor$35-Cai 636,
Kadena, Oriave

cal Moblle
aking 555 Nt v e i

Shine o

shellmil@yahoo.com for - pic-
s g etates dascipior”

Sagaminara

1830 hours.

SeoulYongsan - For sale Pana-
sonic 27° TV, DVD-Video, and
VCR combinition in_excellen
condition, Manual and_ original
box all for 3450, please call
Glen @02749-7824,

Zama, Japan - X-Box gaming
Systorn: Comes with DVD i, 2
Conollers, 1 steering  wheel
ith james (Halo,
Morrow Wind, Star Wars, Neex
for Speed, V-Tec Racing) and

uhgma\ b excslent condiion
$100 B0 Call 263804
& mal Sonardo Gartanone ©us.
Smy.mi.

Jewelry 610
carat_damona

Cosor tng: whte and. yotow

g e 7 Bt ofr taes 1

Kadena,

Okinava

Boautful

e $1600. asking $750 obo.
padlandbi@yahoo com or call

Kadena, Okinawa - Beaulful

]
paulandbiitt@yahoo.com
picturesiquestions.
Kadena, Okinawa - Gorgeous
diamond platinum_engagement

cens,_Okinawa - Marauise
e fing wih malching
kg et BEAUTIFUL |

Kat

%

box. Have roceipt & warranty
ro yers Jowslers. 1o
prove it all Asking $1.200 0BO
al 122 o omail for

liweones2504@yahoo com
Osan, Korea - Beautiful 14kt

White Goid Engagement Ring: 5
diamon

andrea.stanek @ us.amy.mil o

call 1227618,

Musical Instruments 740

ourtney - Tempo Drum Set; 9
poe incluing sea, Pear Pog-

oads & fings.
$50°000 2 23 5619 ¢ hey
can be brought o

Musical Instruments 740

Foster, Okiawa - Cosio ey
lgping, olecinie * Koygoard

PLKC43, 61 ful size keys,
100-tones, S0-thythms. Comes.
wilh stand and AC adaptor.
$120 firm call 8464158 or email

Kadena, Okinawa - YANAGIS
WA Tenor Saxophone $550 c;H
795-4444 or  emal

9
Racssmanhoimaicom

Outdoor Living 775

Kadena, Okinawa - 85-100 feet

chain ink fence, wi  gate,
poi ralls, and gor

condiion, already pulled, you
pick up. Call" Nicole

832:3107 Must Sell.
Kadena, Okinawa - Approx, 10¢

oot of fence, 1 gas, lofs m
iccessorias & poles,

Pl | Srest comniog o you.

e wi pul'fo you! 5500 Cal
5550204 o Elal orcgaci
Sastmne]

fena, Erepr—

ors, 90 x 84 inch, Asking S50
a6 1513 Himerened

na, Okinawa - Out
S onch Goog Congiion,
just nover use. $1500 Call
£53-1076 Bilor krisi.
Yokota AB- Fence-East side
132 ft. professionally buit priva:
forice-1yr. old$2500
Trampoiine-14 1. rampoline and
salety netting $250 (227-9275)

Pets 820

Humphreys - Doberman Pinsch-
er Puppy bom Aug® 2004, all
Shots 'and_dewormed, Looking
for a BlackAUS!

Tony or Angie at 010-3981-0083
or01g'11 D156,

Are you interested in uppmnn"
Juilitary history not just
bk eading'«

Miscellaneous 1040

—Fentagon

Yokota, Japan - Wireless PS2
contolle el $60, 80 5UD and
Media, 25;

55

Watch the new
Pentagon Channel .

e-mall leonardo.garramone @us.
my.mil

Stars and Smpes afirst , “is~the
Binnacle GFal milltary’s COreB®A tour with us can help you
move up in your military career and prepare you for your
career after the military. Contact your detailer for information
on how you can be a part of the military’s best news
provider or email Lt Col Todd at toddd@pstripes.osd.mil
Stars and Stripes is a DOD field activity of the Office of
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs.

Openings include:

Tokyo  (Immediate Vacancy)
Germany (Immediate Vacancy)

Tokyo  (Immediate Vacancy)

Tokyo  Photo Journdlist (SEP 05)
JP/GE (Future billet available soon)
JP/GE  (Future billet available soon)

Reservists:
Al branches S&S bureaus (Immediate Vacancy)
Civilian Opportunities
http://www.stripes.com/jobs.html
ur Homefown Newspaper

STARSWASTRIPES

wwwstripes.com

Kadena, Okinawa - Neko black

and wiiie JKC rogigiored malo
Cocker - Spaniel,

o and i out mors about

Jobs Offered 630 1040

Foster, Okinawa - Vital Solu-

Miscellaneous

R 0 i o o IT Site Manager K.A.B ‘Aim"z,y suwimé‘rmé"mga‘g“éhﬁﬁ‘
Smbor msncom pu Viamins, minerals. and. herba
cac‘ler“spanmsumec #ut| [Three years experience in relational icis’ 2 botis 1o 570
Kadena, Okinawa - Rescued database management, to include data- ||y, sel botn for 50 Cal
kiios “sywesior lookca ke 6 | [base design, and query

Fovnne Approrimats 5 yr ot | [construction. Advanced know\edge of Sumbp‘ o dys - Now Ragorto
gueet. Geod wih smal chidren | | Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, and 0000, New ' Gas 5‘
&dogs. Togethar or Separate A » Mic . on G a
good homes. Great Chrisimae Microsoft PowerPoint. Intermediate alasm oo 58 gavge Sedm
iy Bonsis meditinet for know\edge of Microsoft Access. At least || a S and otner Houso la
— 5 years supervisory and it || leme. Eaioani o dune ”5
Qiinayie, - We Have @ FRES||experience. Ability to develop and pre- || Home; | 031667 2686, | Cell
black, good with family and kids. | |sent detailed briefings and statistical 8

We ave one cal but just to

analysis. Basic knowledge of desktop Kader

mueh , and would ik 1o just
e one, His 1eme & begera | [computer hardware and software, to in- NEW LOUIS VurIToN gHeck
home. Please call 964-2036, we | |clude operanng systems, upgrades, Sots & many pogkets. Snaps
ey troL g, and repair. oy sl o

i Ealing (5300) Wil sel both for
Photographi 830 ||of the Air Force ‘personnel system re- 00 e Call Deshes @
Chotography 839 quired. Must be able to obtain a Nation- Siﬁ:ﬁféda’mm“s - @
Asug - Sory Gybershol Fezs al Agency Check security clearance. Kadena, Okinawa - Lous Vo

nly
o Works pemuy st wantio
uparade mes with

tomer e
308 memory, Sick. $705. Ask

" Jfor Keun'at"264:6550 before
7om ST

| Gourtney,

Toys 45
n

Okinawa - Peg P

L
175,00, Re-
55385 o

ELl
MAS ~ GIFTI!
chargeable. Call’ 62
090-6364-4980.
Kadena, Okingw, - Outtocrs
SuperTugay
oo B arang mow 955
Welcome Hom Play house,
$300; Radio Fiyer Pahfinder
plastic wagon, hidren's
kitchenette’ $10_sach  Cal
5131 intorested.

Zama, Japan - Pink Leaptrog
Coap.Pad for ages 45, Wit
Loapiog pink backpack & otsof

Harely used, excellent
condiion. §140 call Missie @
6323577

g

Sporting Goods 980 | »

SeoulYongsan - For sale Bow
Flex Motialor with 210 pounds

ower Rod fesistance and
ining manual all in excellont
condition. $550, please call Glen
e

se

Must be able to speak, write, and comm-|
unicate effectively using the English
language.

for a call phono or sunglasses,
&'ring 1o 100 big for me. $300

Standard Issve
Meets A
New Standard

estripes.osd.mil

iitary ne
information, 24/7, world

it pentagonchannel.mil and find out ne

SYTARS\;STR\PES

Hometewn Newrpo pentagon

Buy Stripes this Sunday
and every Sunday to get your scene!

All resumes or applications B0 roase cal Desree &t
should be sent to pan@kda.atimil.ne jp
Robert@dellew.com adena, Okinawa

Home Sauna. Poriable mm

person wi Seiver and set i
- 855" 0 K3
Sporting Goods 980 | Sporting Goods 980 | email h2oo2man@hotmail.com

Sporhgoots D |porngseess W yotn, Japmn - st
s - proForm | s, Onaws - prosom | dolfoike i gccstors
Kadena, Oknawa r:,m e s o it Trean, | Bty _sceno, otk
Croseulc | CTS | o oo | miany toys, Jozrosn 10-c
g b,w, incines. safely cvelc Bk | ron oue ot nantent

twce great o Xl Ca Sa7455 | tor, o

newl Asking for’ $250. Gall 574555 | s miote. Cal 2273805
email at joka4 @oasis. mediat. vsnﬂmmwwmm Yok - Cordless_dil,
ot 87t oo S g op
- $50 VRIS T o

Kadena, Okinawa - pro-form | Miscellaneous 1040 | iess * phones, ~ st60.

gty mode i by Erods

ed. Only one_owner, bought | Gouriney - Louis Vuitton black | Yokota, - Di table
Mo at BX 3 yoars ago. Adking | Courney okota, Japan - Dining table
A3 | Monogram Nulicoloe carmy-on | gass.iop win +-cpais, $100:
ggggkegglmgwg\;;mo oS | lhggage i vinels an maf: | anana’ reconer $116: ose
calbie IR e el | 301 speasers win siand.

nicknbrige@yanoo com for infor- | $275: JBL  bookshell_ S3811

o | mation and pictures. 1751, L S-Contort1
Kadena, Okinawa - Snorkel gear 1500, 8175, Call 2274847
very cheap. Spit fin, bootes, a | Foster, Okinawa - Buffy the | -2 =2 (2ot EEL0A,
wet sull. facemask with nose st | Ve

STARSW4STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

ith origina papers, ess than &
or Toniha 6, Zojrosh S<up rco
shokinawa@yahoo com i papers, Brat, M
Scone. ‘Barle, frs tnick, H

ate prices | Foster, Okinawa_-_Electroic
darboard wih dats_ovcaliont
Gonditon 520 646-4158 o emal

S
mnseymo com “or "eai
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The Pacific Forecast

and maps provi by A Inc. © 2004
AccuWeather.com

a7

igh

-39, Se:

( Byochi: +11 high and low tide:

Tide Table
Today Tomorrow

Mainiand Japan High Tide

Kosua 825am 637pm.  %0zam 724pm
Sasebo 4sam. 1102pm. 1227 pm. 1150 pm.
Korea

Cheju Island/Sogwip'o 11:40 am. 11:33 pm, 1213
Kunsan 348am 425pm  428am  502pm
Okinawa, Nara B09am 76pm  Bdlam  749pm
Guam, Apra Harbor 928am. 7.02pm. 10:02am. 7:38pm.
Mainland Japan Low Tide

Yolosuka t47am 130pm.  Ts9am  217pm
Sasebo 456am 534pm  539am  621pm
Korea

Choju sland/Soguip'o §:46am. 651pm.  621am. 7:23pm
Kunsan 1038am 1118pm.  1112am 1154 pm
Okinawa, Naha 130am 134pm  203am  206pm
[Guam, Apra Harbor ~ 202am. 237pm.  237am. 315 pm

® For tides at other sies apply minutes below to Naha tides:
soko.

low, Yonabaru, Buckner Bay: -44 high, -42 low.

BANGKOK

Burma

Today
89170
Sunny

Tuesday
89/68
Mostly sunny

Thailand

SHANGHAI

Tuesday
i

Clouds and ~ |Rather cloudy;
cold

Cold rain and | Cold; rain,
drizzle even sleet

China

Taiwan

HONG KONG

Tuesday

Clouds and Some clouds;
n cooler

- - ) Today Tuesday
d @ 43133 45/31

Afew showers | A chance of
showers.

NORTHERN JAPAN

Today Tuesday
2717 24114
N Snowand | Snow showers

flurres; brisk | and squalls

$

i TOKYO

Chilyand  [Partly sunny
variably cool
cloudy

SOUTHERN JAPAN

Today Tuesday
47137 45134
Cloudy, chilly; |Chilly and
aliterain |rather cloudy

Tuesday

70/62

MANILA

S%q
e R

GUAM
Today Tuesday \
86175 8677
Partly sunny | Breezy; spotty
showers % ﬁ

Partly sunny | Partly sunny
g Toesay | ®
88178
Stray
showers; sun
e . .
o As of 7 a.m. Sunday Tokyo time
@ b Q = v Toky
Extended Forecasts
TOKYO KADENA SEOUL MANILA HAGATNA
Wednesday: Snow, high 42, low  Wednesday: Periods of clouds Wednesday: Mostly sunny, Wednesday: Periods of clouds Wednesday: Partly sunny,
32. Thursday: Periods of clouds  and sunshine, high 70, low 58 high 27, low 10. Thursday: and sunshine, high 85, low 73. high 88, low 78.
and sunshine, high 46, low 37. Thursday: Periods of clouds and  Periods of clouds and sunshine, ~ Thursday: Periods of clouds and  Thursday: Showers,
sunshine, high 68, low 56. high 24, low 4. sunshine, high 85, low 73. high 87, low 77.

Saturday’s USA Temperatures

Monday, December 27

U.S. Extended Forecast

Cold air will have a difficult time

ary HiGHILOW  cITY HIGHILOW vacating the Northeast from Monday
Albuquerque 47/25 Los Angeles  68/46
Amanilo 4726 Lt Rock 4222 through Wednesday, but tempera-
Anchorage 16/6  Louisville 2819 tures will gradually become more
‘Asheville 30024 Miami 81/64 seasonable. Snow is possible along
Baltimore 34119 Milwaukee 1813 the East Coast to start the day
Birmingham 47125 Nashville 35121 Monday, and a weak Alberta Clipper
Bismarck 20/8  New York 34722 may drop some scattered snow and
Boise 40128 Omaha 4118 flurries  Tuesday and  early
Boston 4/23 - Orlando 62154 ansas oy Wednesday. Most areas wil receive
rownsville 52132  Philadelphia  33/22 aaron it
Buffalo, 1712 Phoonix 85/40 ttle accumulation, except around the
Burlington 33 Pittsburgh 22112 Great Lakes region. Temperatures
Charleston, SC  44/32  Portland, OR ~ 47/38 will become very warm across the
Charlotte 41126 Portland, ME 3114 western Plains, but cold, moist air will
Cleveland 1810  SaltLake City ~ 39/23 oALLAS remain entrenched across the west-
golu(mhbusv OH 2‘31//1: g‘EnLi':“ﬁmo 2%3 e half of the country. Some heavy
ulut - i f i
El Paso 47/24  San Diego 64145 N ;‘::’:a‘se':’?c‘:ﬁ '"O?ETSS::;ES 2:‘;
Hartford 32116  San Juan 85/72 5 HovoLuLu 72150 P y Y
Helena 4120 Tampa 60/50 @t Qg sy Wednesday.
Indianapolis 1715 Tulsa 46129
Jacksonville 46/40  Washington 3422 D
Kansas City ~ 41/24  Wichita 48126
Monday’s Pacific Temperatures Monday’s World Temperatures
cry HGHLOW Ty HGHLOW Ty HIGHILOW cry HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HiGHILOW
Bangkok 89/70 Iwakuni 46/33 Sasebo NB 47137 Acapulco 84/69 Budapest 47/34  Kabul 39/23  Nairobi 84/56
Beijing 28/12  Kadena AB 70/60  Sapporo 2717 Athens 63/50 Buenos Aires  80/61  Kiev 43/36  New Delhi 66/48
Camp Casey 28/12  Kunsan AB 34724 Seoul 2711 Auckland 69/56  Cairo 73/54  Kuwait 63/41  Oslo 31/22
Christchurch 64/47  Kwajalein 88/80  Shanghai 43/37 Baghdad 64/39  Cancun 72/58  London 41/38  Paris 35/28
Diego Garcia 88/78 Manila 87/73 Singapore 84/73 Barbados 85/70 Cape Town 76/56  Madrid 39/32  Rio de Janeiro 81/68
Hagatna 86/75 Misawa AB 3119 ydney 81/49 Barcelona 37/30 Geneva 28/24 Mexico City ~ 64/40 Rome 47/34
Hanoi 72/59 Osan 3013 Taegu 39/23 Berlin 40/30  Istanbul 59/48  Montreal 9/5 St Petersburg 29/22
Hong Kong 69/59  Perth 94169 Taipei 66/59 Bermuda 68/52 Jerusalem 6345 Mogadishu  91/75 Stockholm  35/28
Honolulu 80/67 Pusan 3229 Tokyo 43/33 Brussels 37/28 Johannesburg 85/59 Moscow 30/22  Warsaw 46/36

SEI I Ito XXX F ree | K c‘w‘Sfiv?J:lduL et STARWST RIPES.

Advertise your car, fruck, moforcycl,
o, o bicycls in Stipes el
1 Hometown News

or exmailusat dassifedspstipes.oscmil
it oy i
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SCOREBOARD

AMERICAN LEAGUE

AFN TV & Radio ANAHEIM (4) — Slqnedsteveﬂmey,ol Los

Angeles to 3 si¢ milion o yea contract;

signed Esteban van, t0a g5

flion, two-year contract sianed Paul Byrd,

Monda ;nn.lm\a ta to a 345 milion, anegveatrco;\-

- ANFL: ract; signed Orlando Cabrerd, ss, Boston, to

cAM-Sports, 1 am.NFL: ESPN Sunday NFL - 51855 mffon, fouryearcontract’
e-signe urho

AFN-Atlantic, 2 am.NFL: CBS The NFL AT il SHESear ot

signed

ris Gomez, s§, Toronto, to a minor
league conlracl | (825000 signed steve

o4
F-Pacific/Korea, 2 am.NFL: FOX NFL

Sunday.

‘AFN-Atlantic, 3 am.-NFL: San Diego at Indi- Kiine, -5 million.
anapo ."62%’.4 1")‘“ signed Doug Mirabell, .
\ARGpacific/Korea, 3 am.NFL: Adanta at  SOSTON(D T Recsioned boug Miabell,

A Spars, 3 am.eL Balimore at pis- ynan o Aﬂwgav 24 "5 o

NQ?T -Atiantic, 6 am-NFL: New England at
Jets.

AFN-Pacific/Korea, 6 am.NF: Carolina at
m

.rﬁ

s orts, 6 am.-NFL: Teams to be an-
nour
P Atiantic, 9 a.m.-NFL: Houston at Jack-

A
sonule i,
am.NFL: ESPN NFL Prime-

Mnrn Sports, 10:30 am.-NFL: Cleveland at
iami

AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.-NFL: ESPN NFL Prime-
Time final.

AFN-Sports, 5:30 p.m.-NBA: Dallas at Den-
ver (did).

wo-ye:
Sgned Orlando Hernanes. Thp, New
York Yankees, to an 58 million, two-year con-

ract.
u:vsunn @) -~ Re.signed Bob wick:
5 million, one-year con-
e Hernandes, 35, Lo Ange-
) a%lﬂm\lhon one-year contract.
IT (1) — Signed Troy Percival, e,
Anaheim, t0"a $12 million, two-year ct

ract.
KARSAS cITY (1) — Re-signed Kevin Apel;
10 ' minor " feague. contract

Signed Juan Castro, b,
5 million, two-year con:
e Redmond. c, Florida, to &
ST imilon, woear cantract: e daned
Brag Rz‘dka £he.to an si¢ milion, twe.year
contract; re'sigried Terry Mulholland, Ihp, to
o AR-Sports, 11 am.figure skating: 15U aquner feaauecamrac( 10000
Re-signed John Flaherty,
4AFN-Sports, 5pm.-NBA: New Yorkat Orlan- [ o 30300000, one-year contract signed
X Tony Womad ouis, t0 a 54 million,
pm;Nm 5 acific/Korsay 7 pam-NFL: Philadel- year contract: signed Carl Pavano, rhp;
College football: Motor

Florida, t a $35.95 Millon, four-year con:
E&(y)ﬂuwl Tolods V5. Comectout at Deror

Tuesday

ports, 3:30 am.-College football:
ESPN caueqe ‘GameDay.
ollege football: MPC

ComptErs Bow Freanc State vo Viaina at
Boise, Idaho.

-Sports, 7:30 am.-College football;
Notor City Bowl, Toledo vs. Connectiut at

DR Atantic, :30 am. NFL: ESPN NFL Mon-
day Night Countdown.
\tantic, 11 a.m.-NFL: Philadelphia at

act,
SEATTLE (4) — Re-signed Dan Wilson, c, to
year contract: sigried

d a $1.75 million, one-
Richie Sexson,

All Times Japan and Korea Standard Time;
did indicatcs delayed broadcast. Al listings
are subject o change.
for mort information:

E fion.
‘m(sAs(r) Re'signed ocal rpd
0 a . onciyear Contract; si
Sandy Alomar Jr., ¢, Chicago Whi
[ Pro baseball et
Remammg 'ree agents fract ($38,000); e
remaining lrcc signed Richard Hidalgo,
agenls (a re;ecled arbltranon and mag neg toa millior n‘ OV\E yea Eorm‘atl' S\QHEd
tiate with former rl l gh Ibr
00 ), re s\gned Dawd
ANAHEIM (2) — Shane Ha\ter. 3b; Aaron lucci, of, to a 513 ‘million, two-year con-

sele e e tract.
BALTINORE () — Marty cordova, dn  TORONTO (2) — Re-signed Gre Myers. .
r Jeague, Goniract (8700000

Omar Daal, Ihp; Buddy Groom, Ihp; David o3

Segui, dh. ey Kosde, 3b. Minnesota. to 3 SL1
10N (10) — Terry Adams,rhp: a-pedro hon reyoar convact.
Astacio, rp: s Burks, dhy Ricky Gutierrez, IATIONAL LEAGU
b: Cui ic,rhp: a owe, rhpi A (6) ~ Re:signed Quinton Mc.
1 Tiendoss: 6;  crack to a mingr leaghe contract
-Pokey Reese. an; Scut(wwl\lamsunbrhn (575,000 S\gne ‘Troy Glaus, 3b, Anaheim,

Mag- o a $45 million,
Russ Oz, thp; Atnta, 1o
fwo-year contract;signei Kelly Stinett, c‘

ol Brdones.
CLEVELAND (1) — Rick White, rhp.

BETROIT (1) = Alan Levine.rhp ansas City
RANSAS CIPY ) o Sonaalez,of:Desi  Sahed Rovee. \zyio oL el
Relaford, 3b. SL35 million, one-year
NEW YORk () - Miguel Caro, 2by Tony - Cralg Counsell, s, Milwaukee, Thsarm
Clark, 1b; Travis Lee, 1b; Esteban Tion, two-year contract.
ihe: ¢ NItROWSK s JoBm leric 15; - ATLANTA (D = Re: -sianed Julo Franco, 1b
Rupen sierra. o Enrigue Wilson, Adlania, to.a St millon,
D (3) — Hammond, \hp‘ Jim HICAGO (@) — Re-sianed Glendon Rusct
MGEI, i Mark McLemor& 3 I illion, two-year
SEATILE () Edoar Martine? o re-signed Nomar Garciapar
TAMPA BAY () Brogk tordyes ci Tino M. onc.year Goniact e
Vartiez, 1b: " Todd Ritchie,”rhp: Rey  Walker, 20 to 2 $2.5 il
2,25, tract; signéd H nco,

Fox, 3b; Brad Fullmer,

@~ Andy 235 mifon, tworyear contr
I RUSY Oreer OF rvandlordan. of:JertNel:

CINCINNATH (8) = Re- s\gned Pau\ Wilson,
0 ay

son, thp; Herbert ho:  hp, millon, two-year contract

Jeff z.mmerman, rhp neS B Weathers, Hho: . 10 a

o g Berg of Valerio De  $1.35 millon, one-year cont rac, ioned

Los’ Sanms,\hp‘ Carlos S Belgado. 1ot Pat Hent.  Mercker, I, Ghich 3526 million,
Gre

o
gen, hp; a- aun, c. two-year contract; Lo0neq 100 Randa. 3,16
a3zs millon, ene-year contract,

Re-signed Todd Greene,

AioNAL Leacue
ARIZONA (6) . Carlos Baerga, Ib: Danny

rtinez, ss. New York M
confract; s\?nea

B 01 Mike Fetters BAO B, c.foa STAR00 one-year Lonrack
nolds, ip: Scott Service. ii: Steve Sparks: Jamtey Wright. rhp, to a $550.000. Gne-year

Th: contract
ATLANTA () — aclaret Wright, o, FLORIDA () — Re-sianed Damion Easley.
CHICAGO (1) Molses Alou, of Paul Bako, 20, o a STS0000. one-year ract!

oodwin, of, Ben Grleve, of: Mark  resigned Lenny Hartis, to a minor o ﬁ1

Grudz\elanek‘ B o Fodd Hollandaworth of,  Contract (&4amdo0s: sianed A Leite, Thp.
\

NATI (3 = Darren Brag,
in, ss; Todd Van Poppel, rhp; Gahe

lion, one’year’ col

vihite, ng: %ned Antonio Alfonseca, . Atanta, (&
COLORADO (@) - Joromy Burnitz, of;  $300,000, oncryear contract
shawn Estes 10p;Steve HOUSTON ¢ -signed Jose Vizcaino,
FLORIDA G e Fox i Tosias Man- 53 103 5158 millon, Oneyear Coiacs
m re'signed Grlando  Palmeiro,

zanillo, ike Mordecal, 3b; a-Ismael Val- of, to

ez, 1t
HOUSTON (3) — a-Carlos Beltran, of; Dan
Ml 'V Darren Olver,

ANK MCNAMARA

Ihp.

mer Dessens, rhe;

st Hund\e G Jose tm
0,

$800,000, one-} year contract; re-signed Russ
S rm er, th‘ inor \ea ue contract
annn nced ROGEV Clemens, rhp,
ﬂccgg(ed sa\ary arbitratior
GELES (8 Sianed Ricky Ledee, of,
ancisco, to a $2.5 million, two-year

O Ghed Damian Miler, .
Oaland.t an 4875 Mian. Hec year con:

®) ~ Signed Cristian Guzman,

n, four
Castilla, 3b,
Itwn year contra:t

EAL
ss, Minnesota, to
contract; signed Vinny
rado, to'a $6.2 million,
signéd Wil Cordero, of
one-year cont

n
illon, two-year"contract;
signied Todd Pratt, ¢, to a S75(
Contract: re-sianed Rheal Cormie, 1hp. 1o &
$5.25 million, two-year coc&rac( slqged Jon

ary aroit
2 Relstaned Cal Elared. rhp,
00,000, one-year contract; re-signed

Johin Mabry of, £ 3 $725.000, one-year con-
tract; re-signed Matt Morris, rhp, to a $2.5
million, one-year contract; signed Einar

000, one-year con-
Miyers, Inp, Boston, to'a

Do S\gonednudySeanez‘rhm
Florida, o) one-year contract:
e Derys Reyes, I, Kensas S0 654
§550,000, one-year contract; signed Woody
Willams, ‘hp. St. Louls, £ & $3.5 milion,
Signied Eric Young, o,

ne-year contract;
Colorado, to a

weeney. of
$575000, one-year ¢ contract.
SN FRANCI
el 55, Clovetand to a S i
ircbyear canact Saned AThAndo Ben:
lorida, o a $215 milion,
hree-year contract; signed Mike Matheny,
&St Louts, to a$105 miflon, three-year con-
ignéd JeffFassero, fhp, Arizona, to a
contract;

Ihp, to 'a SL15 million,
it
CENTRAL LEAGUI

ESE E
YOMIURI) Signed Gabe Kapler, o, Bos-
ton, to a one-year contr:

College football

Bowl glance

Tuesday, Dec. 14
New orieans Bout

ut: $750,
Southern M\Sslss\gm 31 Nnrm Texas 10

S sors sow
AI Snasﬁan Fla.

Payout: 3856000

Georgia Tech 5 syra:usbe“n

bilg, L
Bowling Gregn 2y Memphis 35
Thursday
Fort Worth ‘r’rem) Bowl

Cincinnati 32, Marshzm -

it $575,000
Wyoming 24, U8LA 1
riday, Dec. 24
waii Bowl
At Honolulu
Payout: $750,000
Hawail 59, UAB 40
Monday, Dec. 21
MPC Compiters Bowl
m Idahe

Fresno State AE o vs Virginia (8-3)
Sity Bowl

Toledo (63 Ve Comertcds (-4)

Tuesday, Dec.
endence owl
port,
$i2 mlm

lowa state (&

Loy
$750,000
Oregon state (&) vs, Nolre bame (6:5
Wednesday, Dec. 29
Houston B

Payout: SL.1 million
Texas-£| Paso (8-3) vs. Colorado (7-5)

Alamo

Payout: $1.55 million
Ohio State (7-4) vs. Oklahoma State (7-4)
Thursday, Dec. 30
Continental Tire Bowl
At Charotie LG
&g College B Ve North carolina
Emerald Bowl

750,
New Mexico (1. . f:avi‘)&ozy

A
ayout: $750,
Troy (7-4) vs. No:hcm Ilinois (83)
2,

S ,000
Alabama (5% vs anesota ©5)
o EI
515 milho
Purdue (7-4) o A izoma State (83)

ALOr
Payout ?s 58 milion
lowa (32) vs. 1Y

At Pasadenane

mpe, Ars
Utah (110} 8 Pmsbur?‘h /(83
Sngnr Bowi

Orleans
Auburn (12 ognvs Vsrgmm

198 mi
Southern cafuz 0) vs. O
day,dan. 15

n
ma (12-0)

Vilages, fla.
North vs. SO
East:West shrine Classic
AtSan Francisco
East vs. West
Saturday, Jan. 22

Senior Bow]
At Mobile, Ala.
North vs. South

College basketbal
AP Men’s Top 25 fared
1. I\Imms &ll -0) mdrr’vzdtnﬁay» Next: vs. Long-

iy
a5 (B10) did ot D\ai/ Next: vs. No.9
mecn Friday,

225!
g
E

of play. Next:
< sy N
not Dlzy ext:

Quke (5.0 did not play Hext vs. Clem-
507, Sunday,
7,syracusem ) did not play. Next: vs. Al-
, N-Y., Tuesd
x entiicly (815 did not play. Next:
campbel, Wednesda
eorgia Tech (8-1) did not play. Ne
Lafayette, Tuesday.
Pittsburgh (9:0) did not play. Next: vs.
south carolma, Wednesday.
it 621 did ot play.Next: vs.

R0 beat Houston
56 FrvGay, DS,
13, Gonzaga(g TGt play-Ne: 3t No.

3 Qkiahoma State, Tuesday,
i (63 did nof play. Next: vs.
n, Tuesday.
e Toras (53) did fet Dlay. Next: vs.
Texas-San Antonio, Wednesday

yne, :
L Shuey: rp; RObIN Yentura
Rn el 0 Tony Batista,
NEWVDRK @~ Ficky Bottalc,

PHILA

i (4 a-Doug Glanville, of;
Robelto_Hermander, rhp: Kevin Miwood,
he: Eric Miton, np.

{TTSBURGH (1  Brian Bochringer, rhp.
ST ouS () Rzyﬂlank‘urd o,
s

ich Au-
O aee Fick, X Cohialen. s
Baya Hansen 1b; Antonlo Osuna rhp:

SAN FRANCISCO (2) — Dave Burba, rhp:
Robb Nen, rhp.

Free-agent signings
101 free agents who
have si ned W\Ih name pl)smon, former
ciub if different, and co ract. The contract
information was g The Associat-
from Dlayer and management

L ol ASKING
o i BEroes o TNG AT
AE COMMERCIALS ON NFL GAMES.

sources:

DID Nou 62T A TINO FOR CHRISTMAS?
A, I'M CARTER FINLAY, QUARTERBACK.
OF THE NFI SHERS, You

ZAPPAGE WILL EVENTUALLY REDUCE.

EVEN SALARIES COULD 60 D
AFFECTING THE QUALITY OF THE
NFL GAME ITSELF.

Zhe wMMBRCYAL; ON AMY
OTHER PROGRAMMING,~LIKE,
SAY, THE NBA-HAVE AT I,

16, North Carolina State (9-1) did not play.
Next: vs. Columbia, Tuesday.

17 lowa (10-1) did not play. Next: vs. Air
Force, Tuesday.

18. Louisville (&-2) did not play. Next: vs.
Moréhead State, Mionday.
ma (10.1) did not play. Next: at

wi
20, George wasmng on (1) did not play.
Ney X

west edngsday.

2 State (119 did not play.
VS Troins Tech, Thursday.

22, Cincinnati (9-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Migrni (Ohio), Monday,

23 Michlgan state (12)didpotplay: text:
orth Carolina Achevle, Weae
Maryland (7-2) dd not ply: o
Liberty,

anyla
56" Viginia (8.1 did not play. Ne
5 Wake Forest, Sunday, Jan. 2.

Thursday’s men’s scores

:vs. No.

_EAST
Boston U. 62, Canisius 45

Fordham 69, Sfena
Massachusets 73, Rider 63
pitsburgh s, ickmond ¢
St. Peter's 70, St. Frar

Florida St. 71, Stetson 61
Washington 81, Fla. Int1 71
Louisiana-Lafayette 71, Mcleese St. 70

Viginia 75, I.oyo\a &ar‘ymoum 07

Chicago St. 62, Dekrml a
ayton 77, Akror

BEKE0 Wagnar &3

Cleveland st. 76

inoi 9
Wisconsin 85, UNC- Greensbom 53

Arkansas 87, Hartf
OKlahomatl, W WrSsouri st 5
Texas-Pan American 76, MVSU

BYU79, Weber St. 61
Cal St-Fullerton 102, Denver 92
Colorado 74, Radford 58
Idaho 69, Utah St. 62
San Francisco 73, Fresno St. 62
Stanford 84, Montana 66
Utah Valley'St, 80. Montana St. 60
TOURNAMENT
Office Depot Golden Bear Classic
hampionshi

california 61, Pe‘pnerdine

Arkansas St. 65, Ham
Biiniager otels Raimbow Classic

Hawaii 72, Southern Cal 68

UAB 84, Oral Roberts 7
Georgetown 75, Clemson 60

eventh Place
Long Beach St. 38, Indiana 51. 37
Friday's men’s scores
FAR WEST
‘Washington 110, Houston 63
AP Women’s Top 25 fared

Thursday
1. LSU (11-0) did not play. Next: vs. Texas
stgie, Thursday.
2, Stanford (-1 did not play. Next:at ore-
Monday

nday:
Bike (DG notplay Next . hode
s 5 AU, AR \ﬂ dv

taria S0, Wodnesday
& Nort Carglina (9 ") did not play. Next:

) id not play. Next: at

N gs
tafe (11D

Pah 2ta%e P

I Vichigan. Stats 10-0 did not play.
Next: at No. 8 Connecticut, Wednesday
12, Texas Tech (7-2) did hot play. Next: vs.
sacramento state, Tuesday.

13 Minnosota (5:2) beat brake 74:57. Next:

vs;Northwestern, Thursday.
i3, Boston Collége (6. did | not play.Next:
George Washingion, Thur.

Vs,
iS: Gearola (3.3) d1d ot play. Next: vs. Ar-
kansas, Thursday.
16. Vanderbilt (9-1) did not play. Next: at
New Orleans, Thursday.
17. Maryland (8-1) did not play. Next: vs.
5

e
owa (10:0) did not piay. Next: at Wis-

lay. Next: vs. Val-
paraish at Hanover oSy
25 DA C) ot iy Next 13 South-
ern Cal. T
it o) 4 1o ey, Nexts .
saihDaiota Sate Thes
i ouston ¢ . Next: at

Mo Meas St ) d\gnot play. Next: at
villanova, Tuesday.

28, Rutgirs (-3) did not play. Next:vs. No.
9 Tennessee, Wednesday.

25, Utah (8:3) did not play. Next: at Gonza-
93, Wednesday.

Thursday’s women’s scores

Penn 54, Drexel 50
Rice 67, Rhode island 2

o Wzyne?l) Indcurindols. 69

5,1
Knesots hi Baker
Sterling 76, Siena Heights 72

1t 63, Colorado St. 44
TOURNAMEN

Conne

Sheraton Barcelo Navy Classic
mpions!

Navy 57, Delawgre St37

N.C.-Asheville 53, Morehead st. 47
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Chang passes 17,000 mark in Hawaii win

BY JAYMES SONG
The Associated Press

HONOLULU — When Timmy
Chang jogged off the field for the
final time at Aloha Stadium, he
left Hawaii with more than just a
big lead in the Hawaii Bowl.

He also left behind a record-set-
ting legacy.

Chang became the first college
quarterback to pass for 17,000
yards, throwing four touchdown
passes and running for another
score to lead Hawaii to a 59-40
victory over Alabama-Birming-
ham on Friday night.

“If you would've told me it
would've turned out like this, I
would've probably called you a
liar,” he said.

The fifth-year senior from Ho-
nolulu went 31-for-46 for 405
yards with no interceptions, spoil-
ing the Blazers’ first trip to a
bowl. Co-MVP Chad Owens
caught eight passes for 114 yards
and two TDs for Hawaii (8-5),
which made its third straight ap-
pearance in the 3-year-old bowl.

“Their offense and those two
guys drove us crazy,” Blazers
coach Watson Brown said.

Owens also scored on a 59-yard
punt return in the decisive third
quarter, and teammate Jason Riv-
ers added 11 receptions for 148
yards and a TD.

“I don’t think it’s really hitting

me yet that it’s over,” Owens said.
“But when it does, it's going to
hurt.

Clmgmg to a 2-point lead, Ha-
waii scored 17 straight points in
the third to take a 45-26 lead over
UAB (7-5).

On Owens’ spectacular return,
he caught the ball at the Hawaii
41, broke a tackle near midfield
and streaked down the left side-
line for a touchdown. It was his
fifth punt return for a score this
season and his third TD of the
game.

The senior also made an
over-the-shoulder catch of a
15-yard pass from Chang, push-
ing Hawaii's lead to 35-26. With
that pass, Chang became the first
college quarterback to break the
17,000-yard mark for his career.
He finished more than 2,000
yards ahead of Ty Detmer, who
ranks second on the NCAA list.

Chang’s 4-yard TD run in the
fourth sealed the victory. He left
to a standing ovation with 5:40 re
maining and hugged coach June
Jones.

“When Coach Jones told me to
g0 in and take one last snap, it re-
ally made me sad,” Chang said. “T
just really had an awesome time
here. I'm going to miss it a lot.”

Chang owns NCAA marks for
yards passing (17,072), attempts
(2,436), completions (1,388), inter-
ceptions (80) and total offense

Haw: B Timmy Chang (14)
looks to pass against Alabama-Bir-
mingham during the first quarter
of the Hawaii Bowl on Friday.

(16,910). With 117 TD passes, he
overtook Danny Wuerffel (114)
and Tim Rattay (115), and is sec-
ond to Detmer (121).

“Idon’t believe what he has ac-
complished will ever, ever be bro-
ken again,” Jones said.

Chang threw for 4,258 yards
this season, with a career-best 38
TDs. He joins Detmer as the only
NCAA passers with three
4,000-yard seasons.

Chang was 19-for-27 for 308

yards and three TDs in the first
half against UAB.

Last year, Chang was booed at
home and benched late in the sea-
son. Yet he came off the bench
and threw for 475 yards and five
touchdowns in a 54-48 triple-over-
time victory over Houston in the
Hawaii Bowl.

Chang said he has learned a lot
from the adversity he faced
throughout his career.

“I've learned lifelong lessons
that Tl carry off the field,” he
said.

It was the Warriors’ eighth
straight victory at Aloha Stadium,
though they were designated the
visiting team for this game.

UAB was led by quarterback
Darrell Hackney, who finished
31-for-54 for 417 yards and two
touchdowns. He also had a rush-
ing TD and earned MVP honors
for the Blazers.

Roddy White, the No. 2 receiv-
er in the nation, had six recep-
tions for 113 yards.

The Blazers failed to establish
their ground game against the na-
tion’s worst rush defense. And by
the third quarter, they were
forced to air it out. Dan Burks led
UAB with 55 rushing yards on 14
carries.

“We had to go from a two-di-
mensional team to a passing
team,” Brown said.

A 10-yard TD run by Norris
Drinkard and a 36-yard field goal

by Nick Hayes cut Hawaii’s lead
to 28-26 at halftime, but the Blaz-
ers couldn’t get any closer.

Friday
Hawaii 59, UAB 40
Hawaii 21 717 14-59
UAB 13137 14
Ung—R white £ Bode rom Hackney (kck
= 5vers 74 pass from Chang (Ayat

19,

rks 4 run (Hayes kick),
Keliikipi 4 (Ayat kick),
Haw—Welch 29 pass from Chang (Ayat
Kick), 3:57. sarter

er

una-r Hay S S8R
Haw—Owens 13 pass from Chang (Ayat

n (Hayes K, 603,

uarter
~Owens 15 pass from Chang (Ayat
—0wens 59 pun( return (Ayat Kick),

“Haw—FG Ayat 4
URhec Trn mayes kick), 21.

Haw—Chang 4 run (Ayat ek, o
B—Rhodes s from  Hackney
(Hayes i, 206,
3

omine 42 kickoff return (Ayat

Haw  UAB
23

1684 36173
B 405 " a17
Comphstnt 31470 31541
feturn Yards 1518
a3 6al
Fimblos fost 1111
penalies-vards. 643 12104
eofposaeslsmn 2 s
Nawalt. Browator 163, Kelikip

UAB, Burks 14-

& L ar;s 3-(mitus-3),
Fmea Drinkard 5:36, Eott 4-28, Hadk:

Chang

SHavail 405,
VAR, Hackney 31541517

Tindsey 315, e 350

Wyoming edges UCLA for first bowl victory since 1966

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — When Corey
Bramlet and John Wadkowski
broke the huddle, they knew the
Las Vegas Bowl was there for the
taking.

And take it they did, with Bram-
let drilling the ball to the
wide-open Wadkowski with 57
seconds left to give Wyoming a
24-21 defeat of UCLA on Thurs-
day night, the Cowboys’ first bowl
victory since 1966.

“Iknew what the coverage was
and what they were giving us,
and I knew it was there,” Bramlet

Wadkowskl knew it, too.
“When we broke the huddle

Corey said to
a

me, ‘Make
Bowl  FEay
(TG kowski said.
The Wyo-

ming players
mobbed each other on the field,
swapping hugs and high-fives,
after the final seconds ticked off.

“I couldn’t be happier for our
whole team, and I think it is a shot
of spirit for our whole state,” sec-
ond-year Wyoming coach Joe
Glenn said.

After beating Florida State in
the 1966 Sun Bowl, the Cowboys
lost their next six bowl games and
hadn’t even been invited to one
since 1993.

Glenn said a letter from Tom
Frazier, a friend of his, helped in-
spire the Cowboys.

“Since 1966, we hadn’t won a
bowl game, and the captain of
that team [Frazier] wrote our
team a great letter,” Glenn said.
“He said that there’s nothing like
standing on the field looking at
the scoreboard, walking away as
asenior and winning a bowl game
in your last year.

“Now our guys can do that.”

Bramlet, 20-for-34 for 307
yards and two touchdowns, drove
the Cowboys 72 yards to the win-
ning score. The drive began with
4:02 remaining, after UCLA’s Jus-
tin Medlock missed a 45-yard
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Thursday's transactions
BAS[IAI.I.
ican League
BOSTON RED SOX—/ Agreed to terms with
RHP Wade Miller o ear contract.
lational League
LOS ANGELES DODGERS—Agreed to terms
with OF 0. rew ona fve-yearcontract.

EXPOS—Agreed to terms with
INF oA H\an INF Jared Sandberg, INF Rick
short, C Keit or_Carrasco,

R Ehad Burbin, RHb seth &rersinger RAp
Luis Pineds, RHP Dan smith and LHP Micah

e o ferms with
18 Andres Galarra o 1S Suan badia, RHB
Roberts, RHP Scott Strickland, C

ar

Named
strange assistant general manager.
LS—Agreed fo terms
with 55 David EEKte on & Tvee-year fon:
tract Named ban Kantrovitz assistant di
for of scouting and Joe
O S e

Doug

imaraz and Brian

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

ing New Orleans G Dan Dickau in a Dec.

LANTA HAWKS —Traded G Jon Barry to
Houston for & Tyronn L

Footbal Lea
A BACCONS Agrees lo terms with
05 Mmhae\ gk gna10-year cor
{aned TE Keith Wil-
ns m e Dractlce Sed
COWBOYS.“blaced L8 Al Single-
tononures e
GREEN BAY PACKERS—Signed WR Andrax
Jhurman from the practice squad: Placed B
James Lee on injured re:
- Miab DOLPHINS Piaced LB Renauld il
ured_reserve. Signed LB Bl
Aner o Wasfington' practice squac,

ELAWARE —Naried Cinc
en's associate head volleyball coach.

HiGH POINT - Announced women's basket-
ball G Tooey Loy Wil transfer from Char-

Gregory wom-

PITTSBURGH-Named Dave Wannstedt
football coach.
LUMET—Announced the resig:
nation of Gary Hayes. men's hasketoall
ach; Named Mike James interim men's
Baskeibailc
TEMPLE- Anhounced L8 Rian Wallace will
skip his senior season and make himself eli-
gible for the NFL draft.

UNLY—-Named vic shealy defensive coordi
nator and assistant head football coach and
Ken Sharrar special teams Coordinator and
defensive line coach.

Friday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League
BOSTON RED SOX—Agreed to terms with C
Jason Vartek on a fur year conract
Japan Central Lea
HANSHIN TICERS - Sianed OF Shane Spen-
cerand RHP Jamie Brown.

L
tional il Asso
INDIANA PACERS —Activated F-C Jermaine
al from the suspended list. Waived F
Marcus Haislip.
TBALL
National Football Le:

n:

sAs TV CHIEFS - Placed
Huumay on fnjured reserve.
ianed WR Richard Smith from the prac-
o

uad.
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Released §
Je'Rod Chert
HOCKEY
CITY " BOARDWALK

ATLANTIC
LS 0ahed c-berek Edardeon to rand
Rapids of the AHL.

"Bt vonnie

EGl

UIBERTY-Signed Ken Karcher, football
coach, to a five-year contract extensi

Sntract of Ciris

scelfo, football coach, through the 2009 sea-

field goal on what turned out to be
a critical play.
Bramlet kept the final march

Fort Worth, Texas, Gino Guidugli
returned from a broken throwing
hand to pass for 231 yards and
two for Cincinnati

going with a sneak
on a fourth-and-1, getting the first
down by just a few inches at the
UCLA 27. A pass-interference
call against cornerback Matt
Clark moved the ball to the 12,
and Bramlet put the ball right on
target to Wadkowski.

Jovon Bouknight had five catch-
es for 107 yards and threw a
touchdown pass for Wyoming

).

Cincinnati 32, Marshall 14: At

(7-5) in the Fort Worth Bowl.

Wearing a padded glove on his
still very swollen right hand,
which he injured on Nov. 20,
Guidugli compleled 24 of 36 pass-
es on a bitterly cold ni

Al his only mtercepnon,
which Marshall (6-6) returned
for a score, Guidugli completed
10 straight passes and 14 of 16
passes in the second quarter. He
threw both TD passes in that
stretch to put Cincinnati ahead to
stay.

"TIRE RAC

www.tirerack.com

TIRES WHEELS SPRINGS SHOCKS BRAKES
Want to improve the look, enhance the performance of
or keep your vehicle driving like the day it was new?
The Tire Rack is your “one-stop” shop for what you need.

Choose from 15 major tire brands. Review our test results.

Choose from 19 major wheel brands. See them on your vehicle.
Springs and shocks for sure-footed handling and aggressive appearance.

Premium brake pads and rotors for affordable performance upgrades.
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Rapid rise for UConn
since switch to I-A

Meeting with Toledo in Motor City
latest stop on short road to success

BY JEMELE HILL
Detroit Free Press

DETROIT — As their plane de-
scended to Detroit Metro Airport,
they could see it lit up and blink-
ing at them from underneath the
clouds: U-C-O-N-N.

The Connecticut football play-
ers were already excited, but this
sent them to another level. The
name was emblazoned on the
team’s hotel, the Dearborn Hyatt
Regency.

“It was sweet,” senior quarter-
back Dan Orlovsky said. “I won-
der what they do if you're at the
Sugar Bowl?”

Other Motor City Bowl teams
might embrace playing in Detroit
in December like they would the
Ebola virus.

Even if the bowl were in Ice-
land or a foot of snow fell today,
nothing could spoil the first bowl
trip in Connecticut’s history. The
Huskies play Toledo on Monday
at Ford Field.

Four years ago, the Huskies
were 2-9 and in the midst of a dif-
ficult transition to Division I-A
football from I-AA. Thoughts of a
bowl game were far away.

“A lot of teams have played in
bowl games and they take it for
granted,” Orlovsky said. “That’s
something Coach is trying to
stress. Don’t take anything for
gramed It's a privilege to be

here.

“We're ecstatic to be here. It's
our first bowl game and our first
time playing in a postseason
game. We didn’t care where we
went. We just wanted to go some-
where and we were lucky enough
to come to Detroit.”

When Orlovsky committed to
UConn over Virginia and Purdue,
everybody thought he was crazy
— even his own father.

But Orlovsky saw big-time foot-
ball on the rise at UConn, a uni-
versity known almost exclusively
for its college basketball teams.

Now committing to the Huskies
isn’t so strange anymore.

The Huskies opened the
40,000-seat, $91 million Rent-
schler Field this season. It’s about
a half-hour from UConn’s Storrs
campus, but it's a serious up-
grade from Memorial Stadium,
which sat only 16,200.

“It was high school,” Orlovsky
said. “That’s no knock on the sta-
dium. It was a great stadium, but
it wasn’t a I-A stadium.”

In 2006, UConn will unveil the
Burton Family Football Complex
and the Mark R. Shenkman Train-
ing Center — connected $42 mil-
lion state-of-the-art facilities that
include a 120-yard playing sur-
face and an 18,000-square-foot
strength and conditioning area. It
also was made possible because
of $2.5 million donations from
prominent alumni Mark R. Shenk-
man and Robert Burton, whose
son Michael captained the 1999
UConn football team.

Things have moved just as fast
for the Huskies on the field, too.

The Huskies lost 12 of their
first 17 games after moving up to
T-A.

They have gone 22-16 since, in-
cluding a 7-4 record this season.
They finished 3-3 in the Big East.

There were several pro-
gram-building victories along the
way, including a 29-17 defeat of

'\!
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Connecticut quarterback Dan Orlovsky is among the 11 senior starters

who have led the team to its first bowl

Big East champion Pittsburgh.
The Panthers are playing in the
Fiesta Bowl, a Bowl Champion-
ship Series game, leading the Hus-
kies to believe even bigger things
loom in their future.

“It’s one of those things where
if I don’t say it’s a surprise, they’ll
say you don’t set your expecta-
tions high enough,” coach Randy
Edsall said. “I think it's a surprise
to everybody. We're in a bowl
game in three years. There are
some teams that haven’t gone to a
bowl game in decades. It could
probably be a surprise, but when
you look at the makeup of this
team, the coaching staff and what
we've tried to do, &hen T don’t
think it's surprising.”

Until now, the football team has
felt like the odd man out within

UConn’s big-time sports commu-

nity. The women's basketball
team has won four national titles
since the Huskies began the tran-
sition to Division I-A. Last April,
both the men’s and women’s team
won national titles, the first time a
school has won both the same

year.

Though this berth in the Motor
City Bowl doesn’t match that suc-
cess, the football team no longer
feels like the nobody on campus.

And Edsall believes it’s only a
matter of time before the team be-
gins contributing to UConn’s
championship tradition.

“It's been a monumental ride
and a monumental experience to
get here this quickly” Edsall
said. “A lot of us in our wildest
dreams never thought this could
happen.”

Big Ten asks
NCAA to OK
instant replay
for I-A football

BY NANCY ARMOUR
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — The Big Ten’s ex-
periment with instant replay
went so well the conference is ask-
ing the NCAA to approve its use
on a permanent basis for all of Di-
vision I-A.

The Big Ten hopes its proposal
will be heard by the NCAA Foot-
ball Rules Committee at its Febru-
ary meeting. If instant replay
can't be approved for widespread
use in time for next season, the
Big Ten is also asking the NCAA
for a one-year extension for its
system, and to allow other confer-
ences to experiment with it in
2005.

“It’s our understanding that the
request for more permanent
change may require a more
lengthy process of review in the
NCAA governance system,” Big
Ten Commissioner Jim Delany
said Thursday.

The NCAA gave the Big Ten
permission to experiment with in-
stant replay for all of its televised
games at conference stadiums
last season. Under the Big Ten’s
system, a technical adviser
watched the game from the press
box and notified officials on the
field via pager if he saw some-
thing questionable. Play was halt-
ed while the adviser reviewed the

using video from the televi-
sion feed.

Calls could be overturned only
if there was “indisputable video
evidence,” and only calls like scor-
ing plays, pass plays and number
of players on the field could be re-
viewed. Hard fouls such as blocks
in the back and facemasks, and
some other judgment calls like
false starts were not eligible for
review.

The Big Ten said replay was
used in 28 of the 57 games last sea-
son. Of the 43 calls questioned, 21
were overturned.

College football’s B-movie horror classic: The BCS Lives!

Jim Litke

e’re at that point in
college football’s an-
nual B-movie horror
classic when the
monster staggers back to its feet
for the umpteenth time.
1t's already been shot, stabbed
and electrocuted, folded, mutilat-
ed and spindled, drowned, fricas-
seed and, most recently, flattened
by a steamroller. But in the next
moment, with the monster rising
to its full height yet again, comes
the awful realization: The BCS
lives! Dr. Frankenstein had noth-
ing on the suits who brought the
Bowl Championship Series to life.
Like his creation, theirs also was
a bad idea that's only gotten
worse over time. It has turned col-
lege presidents into hypocrites,
forced coaches to become beg-
gars and turned off more fans
than anything since Roseanne
Barr put on a football uniform for
the movie “Backfield in Motion.”
But the BCS isn't going any-
where. Bloodied but unbowed by
the news this week that The Asso-
ciated Press would not allow its

poll to be used
in  determin-
mg its rank-
ings, Big East
commissioner
former

boss
Mike Trangh-
ese promised
yetanother re-
incarnation
after the orga-
nization meets
in il.

“The BCS is here and it’s going
to continue. But the BCS is a tar-
get for all the playoff proponents.
When something like this hap-
pens, they jump on it. They look
at something like this as a crack.
They don't understand the strong
position of our presidents,” he
said.

Tranghese is right about that
last point. A playoff system could
incorporate the major bowls and

in more money for every-
one involved and is favored by a
majority of the coaches, players
and fans.

The real reason the college
presidents won't go along is sim-
ple: They want to protect the six
major conferences, four bowls
and the TV network that control
the BCS and decide how to divvy
up the take. But the reason they
offer is that a playoff would harm
their student-athletes’ chances at
academic success. Please. Even
an old-school authority like Penn
State coach Joe Paterno isn’t buy-
ing that line anymore.

“I think the college presidents
allowing the BCS thing is a real,
real shame,” he said recently,
“Whenever the talk turns to hav-
ing some kind of a playoff, they
say you can’t miss classes and yet
we've already got NCAA playoffs
(in every other college sport) and
everything else.

“I mean, who’s kidding who?”
Paterno added. “They've got to
try to figure out a way to get rid of
it and the hypocnsy of money,
money, money.”

It’s small consolation, but the
BCS is already hard at work —
not at legislating itself out of exist-

ence, or ending the hypocrisy,
mind you, but on the “money,
money, money” part. The organi-
zation just signed a four-year deal
worth $320 million with Fox for
the broadcast rights to the Fiesta,
Orange and Sugar bowls from
2007-10 and the national title
game from 2007-09. And credibili-
ty has never been high on the
BCS’ to-do list.

Never mind that the AP poll
comprised one-third of the formu-
la the BCS used to draw up this
season’s rankings — the coaches’
poll and six computers made up
the remaining two-thirds — or
that the writers and broadcasters
were the only ones who made
their votes public. The coaches,
many of whom have contracts
triggering handsome bonuses for
appearances in BCS bowls —
have already indicated a willing-
ness to stay on, and keeping the
computers in the fold won't re-
quire anything more than a

said, “and come up with an alter-
native way of picking the teams
for the 1-2 game.”

Small wonder Tranghese was
undaunted. Since they hijacked
the postseason in 1998, the BCS
and its old-boy network have had
to revise the formula four times
and the front-running scheme for
alternative No. 5 is creation of a
selection committee, similar to
the one used for the NCAA'’s bas-
ketball tournament. The major
difference, of course, is that after
the basketball committee finishes
seeding the teams, the champion-
ship is decided on the court.

The BCS won't go that far in re-
forming the system. And short of
a playoff, it will never resolve the
underlying flaw inherent in try-
ing to seed a two-team tourna-
ment any time there are three or
more deserving contenders. But
at least the monster will look dif-
ferent.

steady supply of
“We’re just going to have to put
our heads together,” Tranghese

Jim Litke is a national sports columnist
for The Associated Press. Write to him
at: jlitke@ap.org
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Rivals Steelers, Ravens surprisingly silen

focus on ‘The Game’

BY ALAN ROBINSON
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — The pregame talk was
unusually subdued for two teams that nor-
mally love nothing better than to chatter
about each other. Maybe it’s because the
importance of this game speaks for itself.

For the first time since the former Cleve-
land Browns moved to Baltimore for the
1996 season, the Ravens meet their biggest
rivals Sunday in a late-December game
that truly matters. As Ravens coach Brian
Billick said, every Ravens-Steelers game
means something no matter the time or the
setting, but what’s at stake in this game is
evident.

For the Ravens, it could mean their en-
tire season. For the Steelers, it could mean
their entire postseason.

That’s why, even though the Steelers ef-
fectively secured a playoff spot weeks ago,
running back Jerome Bettis said, “This is
The Game. This is our biggest game of the
season.”

The Ravens (8-6) are one of four teams
tied for the AFC’s last wild-card spot and
badly need to win after losing three of four.

The Steelers (13-1) locked up the AFC
North on Dec. 12, but can secure a
first-round bye and home-field advantage
throughout the AFC playoffs by running
their franchise-record winning streak to 13
games.

“And what better way to get that than by
beating the Ravens?” wide receiver Hines
Ward asked.

The Steelers have incentives beyond the
obvious, most notably to beat the team that
dealt them their only defeat, 30-13 on Sept.

9.
Quarterback Tommy Maddox injured an
elbow early in the third quarter with the
Ravens up big, forcing rookie Ben Roethlis-

NEWSDAY/KRT

Antwaan Randle El of the Steelers scores a touchdown against the New York Giants on
Dec. 18. The Steelers take on rival Baltimore with a first-round bye and home-field advan-
tage throughout the playoffs at stake. The Ravens need a win to help secure a berth.

berger to take over. No other Steelers QB
has taken a snap in the 12 games — and 12
victories — that have followed.

“It’s a total different makeup of this
team from the first time we played them to
now,” Ward said. “So we're looking for-
ward to it.”

Not surprisingly, so are the Ravens, who
have beaten Pittsburgh two straight. Roeth-
lisberger seemingly plays with an ‘S’ on his
chest, enjoying the best record of any NFL
rookie quarterback ever, yet the Ravens
think they’ve got the answer.

“We're Pinsburgh’s Kryptonite,” Terrell
Suggs said. “Some teams just can’t beat us:
Pittsburgh, Denver, Jacksonville. I'm not
afraid of their offense one bit.”

The Steelers did win four in a row with-
out scoring more than 19 points in any
game from Nov. 21-Dec. 12, but Roethlis-

berger passed for a career-high 316 yards
while leading his fourth final-quarter come-
back victory in 12 starts Dec. 18 against
the Giants.

Despite Suggs’ words, the teams’ pre-
game banter never became all that heated.
Steelers receiver Plaxico Burress suggests
neither team wants to give the other any
more incentive.

“I'would pretty much say it’s a rivalry of
hate,” said Burress, who hopes to play
after mxssmg four games with a sore ham-
string. “I d ere are too many
friends on enher sideline. They don’t like
us and we don’t like them. Their fans don’t
like us and our fans don’t like them.”

Not even Ravens coach Brian Billick
could bait Steelers linebacker Joey Porter
into accelerating his normally voluminous
word count. Porter angered the Ravens by
shoving a wobbly, defenseless Todd Heap

Pittshurgh
Steelers

Bal
Ravens at

3 a.m. Monday
AFN-Sports

Game time is Japan and Korea Standard Time.

during the Sept. 19 game, and Heap
missed nine games with a badly sprained
ankle.

Heap was already injured at the time.

“That was what it was. It was fairly
self-evident what it was, and I don’t know
that our guys are particularly focused on it.
The fact that Todd Heap missed the ensu-
ing 10 weeks or so, I don’t know that any-
body has dwelled on that,” Billick said, his
words tinged with sarcasm.

Normally, Porter would respond with
some pointed words, but was low-key this
time — perhaps because Steelers coach
Bill Cowher said Porter often becomes too
distracted by events other than the game.

“I'm just concentrating on getting this
game won because it’s a game we definite-
ly need to win,” said Porter, one of the
Steelers’ AFC-high six Pro Bowl picks.
“The sideshow stuff, that’s way behind me.
If they’re still mad about the Todd Heap
thing, that’s something they can deal with.”

What Steelers are dealing with is a worri-
some and ever-growing list of injuries that
threaten to leave them short-handed for
the playoffs. Running back Duce Staley
(hamstring) probably will miss his sixth
game in eight weeks, and linebacker Clark
Haggans (groin) also won’t play. Corner-
back Chad Scott (knee) has missed eight
games and linebacker Kendrell Bell
(groin) has played in only two games.

The Ravens aren’t entirely healthy, ei-
ther. Running back Jamal Lewis aggravat-
ed an ankle injury while running for 130
yards in a 20-10 loss to Indianapolis,
though he is expected to play.

Huizenga, Dolphins still courting LSU coach Saban

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Miami Dolphins
owner Wayne Huizenga’s private
plane was ready to leave Baton
Rouge, La., when LSU coach Nick
Saban boarded bneﬂy, then got in
his car and drove off.

Huizenga returned to_South
Florida without Saban on Friday,
but the coach might yet join the
Dolphins.

Still weighing an offer the Dol-
phins made Wednesday, Saban
‘met with Huizenga and team pres-
ident Eddie Jones, then huddled
with LSU athletic director Skip
Bertman, then said he needed
more time.

“In the next 24 to 48 hours we'll
make a decision,” Saban said in a
statement released by the school.
“We certainly appreciate every-
one’s support, patience and under-
standing during this very difficult
process.”

While the Tigers were sched-
uled to fly Saturday to Orlando
for their Jan. 1 bowl game against
Towa, the question remained
where their coach was headed.

His hesitancy in making the
leap to the NFL is nothing new.
He previously turned down over-

tures from at least five NFL
teams, including Atlanta and Chi-
cago a year ago.

“This is a gut-wrenching deci-
sion for Nick,” Bertman said in a
statement. “He needs, and de-
serves, the time necessary to
make the right decision for him
and his family.

Huizenga, a billionaire busi-
nessman renowned for his ability
to close a deal, arrived in Baton
Rouge by private plane at 7 am.
to make another pitch. He and
Jones met with Saban at the
coach’s house. Saban then went to
the athletic department offices to
confer for more than two hours
with his agent and Bertman.

Emerging from that meeting,
Saban offered no hint that he’d
made a decision.

It was unclear whether money
was part of the negotiations.
Saban is the highest-paid coach in
college football and in the first
year of an $1845 million,

seven-year deal, while the Dol-
phins’ offer is believed to exceed
$4 million a year.

The job description is not be-
lieved to be an issue: Huizenga
has offered Saban full authority
over the football operation. Be-
cause of Huizenga’s reputation as
a hands-off owner, the Dolphins
job has special appeal even
though they're 3-11 — their first
losing season since 1988.

But the owner found himself
stymied yet again, at least tempo-
rarily, in his attempts to upgrade
the Dolphins. Last January he
hired as senior vice president
Dan Marino, who had a change of
heart and resigned 22 days later.

Many Miami players lobbied
for Huizenga to keep Jim Bates,
who is 2-3 since taking over as in-
terim coach. The Dolphins pre-
pared for the possibility that
Saban will take over in early Janu-
ary.
With all attention on the coach-
ing search, the Dolphins will play
Cleveland on Sunday night — a
not-ready-for-prime-time  game
between last-place teams.

“We're focused,” Bates said,
“and we're going to play lights
out.”

Ex-Raider Robbins arrested

SAN FRANCISCO — Former
Pro Bowl center Barret Robbins
was arrested Friday for hitting a
security guard at a night club.

The ex-Oakland Raiders line-
man was arrested about 7 am.
after he was told the bar he was
trying to enter was closed, accord-
ing to the San Francisco Sheriff's
Department. ~ Robbins  was
charged with battery and drunk
and disorderly conduct. He was
still in jail Friday evening, held
on $1,000 bond.

Often troubled, Robbins is best
remembered for disappearing
the night before the 2003 Super
Bowl in San Diego. He spent
Super Bowl Sunday in a hospital
and later acknowledged that he
had stopped taking his medicine
for depression and bipolar disor-
der. The Raiders lost 48-21 to
Tampa Bay.

Robbins was released by Oak-
land in July, a week after he and
two other players were fined
three game checks for testing pos-
itive for the steroid THG.

McGahee a gametime decision
ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. —

Bills running back Willis McGa-

hee practiced for the first time
this week, and his status is un-
clear for Sunday’s game at San
Francisco.

McGahee is listed as question-
able after bruising and hyperex-
tending his right knee in Buffalo’s
win over Cincinnati last Sunday.
Coach Mike Mularkey said after
Friday’s workout that McGahee’s
availability will be a game-time
decision.

Backup Travis Henry ruled
himself out of Sunday’s game be-
cause of torn ligaments in his
right ankle that forced him to
miss the last three games.

Third-stringer Shaud Williams,
an undrafted rookie free agent, is
expected to start if McGahee
can't play. Joe Burns, primarily a
blocking back, and Dante Brown,
whom the Bills acquired Wednes-
day off Cleveland’s practice
squad, would back up Williams.

McGahee has started nine
games this season, with the Bills
going 8-1 in those starts. Buffalo
is also undefeated (6-0) when he
rushes for 100 yards. McGahee
has helped lead the Bills (8-6)
into the thick of the AFC
wild-card race after an 0-4 start.
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NFL scorehoard

American Conference

Another comeback for Favre, Pack
Green Bay rallies past Vikings, clinches NFC North title

BY DAVE CAMPBELL
The Associated Pres

MINNEAPOLIS — After near-
ly costing Green Bay a crucial
game with one of his familiar mis-
takes, Brett Favre rallied the
Packers to victory —and the NFC
North title — with one of his fa-

East
LT pet PE
x New England 12 2 0 .857 393 246
10 4 0 714257 206
Bu"alo 0 571 330 248
311 0 214282 317
uth
x-Indianapolis 11 3 0 .786 474 287
Jacksonville 8 6 0 .571248 253
Houston 6 8 0 .429 274 317
Tennessee 410 0 286 304 383
North
x-Pittsburgh 131 0 .929 323 220
Baltimore 8 6 0 .571280 225
Cincinnati 6 8 0 .429 313 340
Cleveland 311 0 .214 247 366
West
x-San Diego 11 3 0 .786 391 262
enver 8 6 0 571311 274
Kansas City 6 8 0 429 435 381
akland 5 9 0 .357 284 398
National
East
wLT PF
xy-Philadelphia 13 1 0 .929 369 202
N.Y. Giants 5 9 0 .357 253 300
59 0 357 25 367
Washington 5 9 0 .357 209 234
South
xA(Iznta 11 3 0 .786 301 283
6 8 0 .4 0
New Orteans 68 0 429301 374
S 9 0 357 274 255
North
x-Green Bay 9 6 0 600393 366
Minnesota 87 0 533387 374
roit 5 9 0 .357 258 313
Chicago 5 9 0 1357 204 281
West
seattle 77 0 500319 326
St Louis 6 8 0 429 267 356
Arizona 5 9 0 .357 251 291
San Francisco 212 0 143 245 30

y-clinched conference

Friday's g
Green Bay 34, Mingesota 3t
Saturday's games
‘Oakland at Kansas City
Denver at Tennessee
Sunday's games
hicago at Detroi

fonday’s game
Philadelphia at s| s
inday, Jan. 2
Detroit at Tennessee
Miami at Baltimore

mous

Favre led a 76-yard drive to set
up Ryan Longwell’s game-ending
29-yard field goal in the Packers’
3 victory over the Minnesota
Vikings on Friday.

“That drive right there — it's
sort of what our season’s been all
about,” Favre said. “We've had
ups and downs, but we find a way
to endure.”

The Packers (9-6) trailed 31-24
with 8:18 left after Favre's
third-down throw from the end
zone was intercepted by Chris
Claiborne and returned 15 yards
for a touchdown.

The Vikings (8-7), though,
couldn’t get what they needed

rom a pass defense that has
struggled all season. Donald Driv-
er — who had 11 receptions for
162 yards — made a nifty, fall-
ing-down catch of Favre’s pass on
fourth-and-goal from the 3 to tie it
at 31 with 3:34 remaining after an
80-yard drive.

“We needed one more play
somewhere, and we just didn’t do
it,” Minnesota center Matt Birk
said.

“It's a disappointing loss, but
there is a tomorrow and we're
still very much in the hunt.”

g
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AP

Green Bay Packers QB Brett Favre (30-for-43, 365 yards, 3 TDs) had an interception returned for a TD in
the fourth quarter Friday but led the Packers on an 80-yard drive to tie the game. Green Bay won 34-31.

Minnesota, which can clinch a
wild-card playoff spot with a loss
by Carolina or St. Louis this week-
end, appeared on its way to retak-
ing the lead. But a holding penal-
ty on Birk — the Vikings were
flagged nine times for 78 yards —
wiped out a 16-yard run by Micha-
el Bennett that would have given
them the ball at the Green Bay 40
just before the 2-minute warning.

“When we watch film, we're
going to kick ourselves,” said
Daunte Culpepper, who went
16-for-23 for 285 yards, no turn-
overs and three touchdowns — on
three consecutive passes in a wild
second quarter in which 38 points
were scored.

After a punt, Favre got the ball
at his 13 with 1:35 left.

Twelve plays later, Longwell’s
kick sailed through the uprights
to give the Packers their third
stralghl division title.

“We’re always confident,” Driv-
er said. “We knew we could
score.”

Favre finished 30-for-43 for
365 yards, three touchdowns and
the interception. Ahman Green,
‘who left briefly with a head inju-
ry, carried 19 times for 64 yards
and a score. Javon Walker and
Bubba Franks also had receiving
touchdowns.

Nate Burleson, who had a ca-
reer day against the Packers last
month, caught two passes for 110
yards and a score. Randy Moss
had a touchdown among his two
catches and 30 yards, and Ben-
nett finished with a touchdown
and 159 total yards on 20 touches.

The game got crazy late in the
second quarter. After a 55-yard
Kickoff return by Kelly Campbell,
Culpepper promptly threw a
screen pass to Bennett for a
38-yard score to make it 21-14
with 1:08 remaining.

Antonio Chatman answered
with a 59-yard kickoff return, giv-
ing Longwell a chance to make a

42-yard field goal as the half
ended. A livid Vikings coach
Mike Tice chucked his clipboard
and pencil to the turf when an offi-
cial clock stoppage for a measure-
ment allowed Green Bay time to
gather on fourth-and-1 for the
kick with 4 seconds left.

Those three points proved to be
the winning margin.

“I didn’t quite understand the
logic behind giving them a time-
out for measurement when the
clock was running, they were out
of timeouts,” Tice said. “What
were they measurmg for? To go
for a first down?”

If the Packers win at Chicago
next week — they’re 5-2 on the
road — they’ll secure the No. 3
seed for the playoffs. They're al-
ready guaranteed a first-round
home game.

“At 1-4, T don’t think many peo-
ple thought we’d win the divi:
sion,” Favre said.

“This team has battled all year,
and today was no different.”
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Few complaints
from coach as
Huskies roll on

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — The Washington
Huskies think they’re playing
their best basketball of the season
and they look ready to make a run
at the Pac-10 championship.

“We committed 24 turnovers,
but after that there’s nothing that
I can complain about,” coach
Lorenzo Romar said after the

Huskies beat
’ Houston 110-63
rme"zss on Friday. “I
op can't think of
UL t00 many more
performances

that we’ve had that we've done a
better job through the entire
game on both ends of the floor.”

Bobby Jones scored 22 points
tolead five Washington players in
double figures. Jamaal Williams
added 19 points, Tre Simmons
and Brandon Roy each scored 16,
and Nate Robinson had 11 for the
No. 12 Huskies (10-1), who
avenged a 15-point loss at Hous-
ton last season.

Jones, a starting forward, shot
8-for-9 and led the Huskies with
nine rebounds in 25 minutes.
Roy, a junior swingman who is
considered Washington's  top
all-around player, played in his
second game since undergoing
knee surgery.

Using an aggressive
man-to-man defense, Washington
forced 23 turnovers. The Cougars
shot only 20-for-64 and missed 19
of 23 three-point attempts.

“We played like veterans

today,” Romar said. “You look at
the teams that Houston has
played and what they've accom-
plished. They're not a Top 20
team at this point, but they're no
walk in the park.”

Washington scored 100 points
for the third time in four games
and won its sixth in a row since
losing to No. 13 Gonzaga by 12
points on Dec. 1.

“That was probably our best
start defensively,” Jones said.
“Our confidence is extra high. We
had one little slip against Gonza-
ga, but overall we had a great pre-
season.”

Houston (8-4) was led by Chris
Lawson with 18 points and Andre
Owens with 17. The frustrated
Cougars were whistled for three
technical fouls.

After the game, first-year Hous-
ton coach Tom Penders criticized
the Pac-10 officiating crew. He
said the officials allowed the Hus-
kies to hand check with two
hands, use their arms on defense
and “knock our guys to the floor.”

“It's hard to beat five guys, let
alone eight,” Penders said. “I
would love to play them on a neu-
tral floor or in Houston with Con-
ference USA officials or neutral
officials. I think we’d beat them.”

Thursday

No. 20 George Washmghn
81, Florida

Washington's Joel Smith, left,
draws a charging foul against
Houston's Chris Lawson in the
first half of Friday night's game.

lead the Colonials (8-1) to their
eighth straight win. Ivan Almonte
had 22 points and 13 rebounds for
the Golden Panthers (5-5), who
hosted a ranked team for the first
time since 1997 and dropped to
0-13 against Top 25 teams.

No. 24 Maryland 82, Ameri-
can 61: At College Park, Md.,
John Gilchrist scored 20 points
and keyed a 16-0 run that gave
the Terrapins (7-2) a 66-48 lead
with 6:19 to play.

Jason Thomas had 14 points for
the Eagles (5-3), who had a
five-game  winning  streak
snapped. Maryland has won 12
straight over American since
1926, when the Eagles won the
first game of the series.

No. 25 Virginia 79, Loyola
Marymount 77 (OT): At Charlot-
tesville, Va,, Elton Brown scored
25 points, and J.R. Reynolds
made a driving layup with 1.5 sec-
onds ining in overtime for

M.\aml T.J. Thompson hit flve of
his six three-pointers in the sec-
ond half and scored 25 points to

the Cavaliers (8-1).
Matthew Knight had 27 points
for the Lions (7-3).

Pitt’s Krauser wows Richmond

BY ALAN ROBINSON
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Not many
college basketball coaches spend
their entire postzame news con-
ference talking about the oppos-
ing team’s star. Richmond coach
Jerry Wainwright did just that
after watching Pittsburgh point
guard Carl Krauser.

Krauser scored 31 points, the
most by a Pitt player since the
school opened its new arena two
years ago, and his outside shoot-
ing in the second half carried the
10th-ranked Panthers past Rich-
mond 69-60 on Thursday night.

Wainwright jokingly extended
an invitation to Krauser to play
for the Spiders (4-4) any night
Pitt (9-0) isn’t scheduled.

“He’s a typical New York City
kid,” Wainwright said. “He’d rath-
er play than practice.”

auser has rarely played
liked this in his previous two sea-
sons, with games of 28 points
against Penn State on Dec. 11 and
then Thursday’s career high in a

three-game span. He came into
the game averaging 14.5 points.

“He’s one of the top five or six
point guards in the country,”
Wainwright said. “And that’s
what those guys do. It wasn't a
prima donna 30-point game, ei-
ther, it was a blue-collar game.
He left a lot of skin on the floor,
going for loose balls.”

As Wainwright finished his
news conference, Krauser stood
in the back of the room. The two
shook hands, and Krauser asked,
“How can I top that?”

Perhaps with his shooting.

Krauser was 6-for-8 on
three-pointers as Pitt went
9-for-18 from beyond the arc de-
spite playing without shooting
guard Antonio Graves, who sat
out with a sprained ankle.

The Panthers were the nation’s
seventh-worst outside shooting
team last season, but are making
42 percent of their three-pointers
this season.

“I worked on my shot all sum-
mer,” Krauser said. “I've got the
ability to do a lot of things, and

when I see open shots, I knew I
had to knock them down.”

Krauser matched the arena
record of 31 set by Notre Dame’s
Matt Carroll in January 2003, and
is the first Pitt player to score
more than 30 points since Ricar-
do Greer had 33 on Feb. 16, 2000,
against Syracuse.

Krauser scored 12 points dur-
ing a 17-6 run that boosted Pitt’s
lead to 56-44 with 9:24 to go — in-
cluding six during as Pitt scored
eight straight points in only 33
seconds.

Krauser hit three-pointers on
consecutive possessions and was
fouled on the second. He missed
the free throw, but Chevon Trout-
man scored off the rebound to put
Pitt up 47-38.

“The game turned on those
three possessions,” Wainwright
said.

Richmond, trying for its fourth
road upset of a Top 25 team in
three seasons under Wainwright,
closed to 62-58 with just over 3
minutes remaining. But Krauser
made four free throws and
Ronald Ramon added two down
the stretch to hold off the Spiders.

Basketball with
an old-time feel
comes to ESPN

BY JIM O’CONNELL
The Associated Press

If you miss the days when play-
ers’ shorts really were short and
television screens weren’t filled
with scoreboards and running
scores, ESPN Classic is turning
back the clock for you.

On Jan. 5, the network will
broadcast the first of nine live col-
lege basketball games, each fea-
turing “throwback” graphics and
production values to make the
telecasts appear as they would
have years ago.

Jim Simpson, an original ESPN
personality, ~will do the
play-by-play with various guest
commentators including retired
coaches.

The first game — West Virginia
at Villanova — will have a late
'70s feel to turn the clock back to
when ESPN was launched. Other
eras may be featured in the other
telecasts and there could be
games with teams in retro uni-

College notes

Grunfeld said. “It' a great place.
Whatever floor it is, you've got to
play. I liked our floor, it was our
littie thing. But we could play on a
carpet and we’d still be playing.”

During construction, Stanford
practiced in a gym across campus
and had trailers that served as a
temporary locker room. The Car-
dinal were scheduled to play their
early season home games at near-
by Santa Clara University and
weren’t expected to be back in
Maples until January, but the ren-
ovation finished ahead of sched-
ule.

The new additions to Maples
also include a main scoreboard
with video capabilities, new seat-
ing in the lower bowl area, an
outer concourse, upgraded locker
rooms and meeting rooms, and

and

forms and fans in period-specifi
dress.

The last of the nine telecasts
will be Rutgers at Notre Dame on
March 2.

Bye-bye, bounce: Stanford
players already miss their infa-
mous bouncy floor at Maples Pa-
vilion.

The arena underwent a $30 mil-
lion facelift during the past 10
months, and one of many changes
included the installation of a new
court without the bounce.

Stanford played its first game
in the new Maples last weekend,
a72-62 victory over UC Davis.

“Obviously, they did a great job
with the place,” forward Dan

more
stands.

The Cardinal went unbeaten at
home last season, when they fin-
ished with a 30-2 record and
ranked No. 1.

Bad trips: Tulsa’s 97-44 victory
over Prairie View this season was
the third-largest margin of victo-
ry for the Golden Hurricane in
their Reynolds Center.

The second-largest margin was
a 69- poim victory over Prairie
View in 2000. The biggest was a
91-point victory over Prairie
View in 1995.

That’s three losses for Prairie
View in the same building by a
combined 213 points.

You know how to
play the game,
but do you know
how to win?
Play the NFL Challenge at
www.stripes.com or

Www.oconus.com
for your chance to win cash!

As a BONUS PRIZE, the top winner
each week will receive $100 toward
merchandise at TeamStore.com

TEAMSTORE:

101by. Sifl SGT. Cher A, Thuy 3t Combat Camera Squadion

£ Season and make your picks for the

Challenge

—
STSMNT

‘Week 17 Pick Deadline:
12 noon, U.S. Central Time
Sunday, January 2
< Log in every week during the 2004 NFL

winners of upcoming NFL games. Earn
points for every winning team you pick
and at the end of the season, you may
find yourself the winner. = Enter the
“secret code" above and DOUBLE
your point total for the week!

*Certain rules and restictions apply. See the
offcal rulesof play at www.oconus.com/nfl and
on stripes.com. There s no costto partcipate,
but you mustregister to play.

Sponsored by

STARSH,4STRIPES
NUS
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No Round 2 in brawl rematch

Pistons defeat Pacers without repeat of melee during Nov. 19 game

BY CHRIS SHERIDAN
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Rasheed
Wallace sauntered off the court
and into the exit tunnel, pausing
long enough to peel off his head-
band and hand it to a youngster
wearing the rival’s colors.

“Just a kid that asked for a
headband, wasn't nothing more
than that,” Wallace said.

It was, however, a lot more
than an empty gesture.

On an afternoon when many ex-
pected the worst in the first meet-
ing between Indiana and Detroit
since their Nov. 19 brawl, peace
prevailed — as did the Pistons.

Nobody charged into the
stands, nobody tossed any beer,
nobody threw punches or chairs.

Five Hundred

Exchan

Instead, the most significant

ng anyone hoisted was a
three-pointer by Wallace with 90
seconds left that ended the Pac-
ers’ hopes in Detroit’s 98-93 victo-
ry Saturday.

“It was just a regular game, ev-
erybody playing the way they
play,” Pistons center Ben Wallace
said. “It wasn’t like we were out
there intimidated, not wanting to
touch anybody because it might
start a fight. We were out there to
play basketball, and that’s the
way it should be.”

The game went off with barely
a harsh word exchanged by the
teams, whose previous meeting
degenerated into one of the worst
melees in the history of U.S. pro-
fessional sports.

Ben Wallace was booed every
time he touched the ball, and fans
behind the Detroit bench let loose

with a few words of
angry-but-clean heckling that the
players ignored.

A tarp covered most of the exit
tunnel, but it was unnecessary.

The sellout crowd behaved,
and the small contingent of fans
who yelled at the Pistons as they
walked off the court — none of
whom appeared older than 12 —
wanted nothing more than a hand
slap or a headband.

“I think it was over-hyped,”
said Reggie Miller, who led Indi-
ana with 24 points. “We knew it
was going to be a grind-it-out
game for 48 minutes. They did all
the little things, and that made
the difference.”

The only positive for Indiana
was the return of Jermaine
O’Neal, whose brawl-related sus-
pension was reduced by an arbi-
trator from 25 games to 15.
O'Neal had 21 points, seven re-
bounds and five blocks, but his
poor starts to the first and second
halves set the tone on an after-
noon when the Pacers too often
had to play catch-up.

Richard Hamilton scored 25
points, Chauncey Billups made
four three-pointers and scored
20, Tayshaun Prince added 18
and Rasheed Wallace had 16 for
the Pistons, who have been hav-
ing their own problems since the
brawl.

The victory moved the defend-
ing NBA champions just one
game over .500 (13-12) in a sea-
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Detroit Pistons center Ben Wal-
lace, right, is defended by Indiana
Pacers forward Jermaine O'Neal
during the fourth quarter in India-
napolis on Saturday. O'Neal had
21 points in his first game back
from a suspension related to a
brawl in the teams’ last meeting,
but the Pistons won 98-93.

son that has been defined by the
Nov. 19 game against Indiana.

“People realize that was an un-
fortunate incident and will never
happen again, and now we can
get back to playing basketball,”
said Pistons coach Larry Brown,
whose disgust had grown over the
past five weeks as he continued to
be asked about the brawl.

“Closure” was a word being
tossed around the Pistons’ locker
room after they played one of
their better all-around games this
season against the opponent they
knocked out of the Eastern Con-
ference finals in six games.

Many of the Indiana fans were
decked out in blue and gold Santa
caps, and they booed Ben Wallace
— whose shove of Pacers forward
Ron Artest set off the sequence of
events that led to players fighting
with fans in the stands and on the
court — even more than they
booed Rasheed Wallace, who un-
leashed a string of expletives at
the Indiana fans during last sea-
son’s playoffs.

est remains suspended for
the rest of the season. Teammate
Stephen Jackson still must serve
14 games of a 30-game penalty.

Players from both teams
passed out presents to children
before tip-off. The pregame mood
was light despite two fans sitting
directly behind Brown wearing
hockey masks and shoulder pads
while waving a sign that read:
“Who needs the NHL when the
Pacers are playing the Pistons?”
Other fans held signs that read”
“Suspend Stern” and “Indiana
Subs vs. Detroit Thugs.”

O’Neal missed his first three
shots before connecting, but he
ended the first half 2-for-9 and
then came out and missed his
first three attempts of the second
half. When Carlisle rested his
best players toward the end of the
third quarter, Detroit had a 7-0
run and led 69-61 entering the
fourth.

“Everybody’s happy this game
is over. Now we can move on,”
O'Neal said. “Sometimes when
you're so excited, it kind of ex-
hausts you. I think the team, at
times, wore out.”
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Suns win again despite lazy defense

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — No team since Michael Jor-
dan and the Chicago Bulls were at their
best has gotten off to a better start to a sea-
son than the Phoenix Suns.

‘Amare Stoudemire had 30 points, 11 re-
bounds and five steals — and Shawn Mari-
on scored 29 points — to lead the Suns to
their season-best 10th consecutive victory,
109-102 over the Memphis Grizzlies on
Thursday night.

The Suns — winners
of nine in a row earlier
this

NBA
roundup

NBA’s best start the
Bulls went 41-3 in
1995-96.

Steve Nash had 17 points and 14 assists,
and sealed the victory with four free
throws in the last 23.1 seconds. Nash has
had at least 10 assists in each of the 10 vic-
tories. Only Magic Johnson — in 1986-87
— has managed that feat in NBA history.

But the Suns were not all that happy
with their latest performance, especially
on defense.

“We’re getting a bad habit of playing de-
fense when we want to,” coach Mike D’An-
toni said. “We need to address that.”

D’Antoni thinks the Suns are getting a
bit too comfortable because of their impres-
sive record.

“You can see we can get a lot better,” he
said, “but I like our record so I can’t com-
plain too much.”

Nash agrees with his coach’s concerns.

“I think our team should be proud, but T

think they also should see signs of compla-
cency at times. We need to get more fo-
cused,” he said.

Mike Miller scored 19 of his 22 points in
the first half for Memphis, and Jason Will-
iams had 19 of his 21 in the second. Pau
Gasol added 19 points for the Grizzlies.

“We had it where we wanted to get it,”
Miller said. “I missed the big shot and they
made the free throws. That’s basically it.”

Down 77-70 with 2:25 left in the third
quarter, the Suns called a timeout, then
went on a 17-0 run to go up 87-77 on Stou-
demire’s 17-footer from the baseline with
9:51 left in the game.

Memphis cut it to 103-99 on Williams’
three-pointer, followed Gasol’s inside hook
with 1:53 to go. After Shane Battier missed
a three, Stoudemire sank two free throws
and Phoenix led 105-99.

Miller’s three-pointer, his only basket of
the second half, with 451 seconds left
made it 105-102. Marion’s air-ball from
three-point range gave the Grizzlies the
ball and a chance to tie.

But Miller, who made his first nine
shots, threw up an air-ball with 24 seconds
to go, and Nash clinched it at the line.

Coach Mike Fratello felt a lot better than
he did after the Grizzlies’ loss at Golden
State on Wednesday.

“Overall, for us there’s a lot of good I saw
coming out of this game,” he said. “It’s not
a win, but we have to try to build on it.

Phoenix scored the last eight points of
the third quarter and the first nine of the
fourth. Marion had seven points and Stou-
demire six in the decisive surge.

Consecutive stuffs by Stoudemire and

Marion, both on passes from Nash, made it
95-83 with 5:51 to play.

The Grizzlies, playing for the second

night in a row, finished their western trip
-2.

Spurs 96, Timberwolves 82: At San An-
tonio, Manu Ginobili scored 22 points, and
San Antonio held Kevin Garnett to just one
second-half basket.

The Spurs, who trailed by double digits
in the first half, made 11 of their 18 shots in
the fourth quarter to break open a tie
game. Minnesota, which shot 53 percent in
the first half, made only three of 14 shots in
the period.

Tim Duncan added 19 points and 10 re-
bounds for San Antonio, and Tony Parker
also scored 19 points.

Wally Szczerbiak had 22 for Minnesota,
which dropped its fourth straight road
game. Garnett scored 15 points on 4-for-16
shooting and had 10 rebounds, while Troy
Hudson added 14 points. Michael Olowo-
kandi had 12 rebounds.

Heat 109, Kings 107: At Sacramento,
Calif, Damon Jones hit a three-pointer
with 23.4 seconds left, and Shaquille
O'Neal blocked Mike Bibby’s layup at-
tempt in the closing seconds of Miami'’s
10th straight victory.

Jones’ dramatic shot and O'Neal’s de-
fense capped an impressive late rally.

O’Neal, who had 25 points and 10 re-
bounds despite a bruised left calf, missed
two free throws with 10.9 seconds left, but
blocked Bibby’s ensuing drive to the hoop
‘with about two seconds to play.

Chris Webber's three-pointer at the buzz-

AP

Miami Heat's Damon Jones signals “three”
after sinking a three-point shot to give the
Heat a 109-107 win over the Sacramento
Kings in Sacramento, Calif., on Thursday.

er was well short, and Miami extended its
longest winning streak since late in the
1997-98 season.

The Heat also became just the third East-
ern Conference team to win in Sacramento
in 53 games over the last four seasons.

Webber scored 26 points and Bibby had
21 points and eight assists for the
short-handed Kings, who nearly beat the
East’s best team despite playing largely
without three of their top six players.

Shaq: Former Laker Jones scores 18
as O’Neal-Bryant battle goes to Heat

SHAQ, FROM BACK PAGE

O’Neal and Bryant acknowl-
edged each other briefly before

Chucky Atkins had 12 points
and seven assists, and
Mihm had 11 points and 14 re- | Sramio
bounds for the Lakers.

[ NBA scorehoard
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the opening tipoff.

“It was a general acknowledg-
‘ment. You recognize your compet-
itor and prepare for battle,” B
ant said at halftime. “It was a lit-
tle weird seeing him in a different
uniform.”

O'Neal and Bryant were team-
mates for eight chaotic seasons
with the Lakers. Despite their ob-
vious disdain for each other, near-
ly unbearable at times, the Lak-
ers won three championships and
reached the NBA Finals a fourth
time during their last five years to-
gether.

O’Neal demanded a trade three
days after the Lakers were beat-
en by the Detroit Pistons in the Fi-
nals last June. Phil Jackson was
told the same day his services as
coach were no longer desired.

Bryant, meanwhile signed a
seven-year, $136.4 million con-
tract to stay. With Jackson and
O’Neal out of the picture, the Lak-
ers immediately became Kobe’s
team.

Once the game began, there
were few indications Bryant and
O’Neal had a past, much less such
an acrimonious one.

Jones, another former Laker,
had 18 points and seven re-
bounds.

Udonis Haslem had 11 points
and 11 rebounds for Miami.

Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe Bryant
(8) shoots over Miami Heat's
Shaquille ONeal on Saturday.
Bryant scored a game-high 42
points, but 0'Neal's team won.

Odom scored all eight Los An-
geles points in overtime and
equaled a season high with 24
points. Odom, who came to the
Lakers in the O'Neal trade, also
had 11 rebounds.

With the game tied at 94, Wade
missed two shots in the last 30 sec-
onds of the fourth quarter, send-
ing the game into overtime and
drawing a grimace from O'Neal
in front of the Miami bench.

A basket by Bryant and a
three-pointer by Atkins put the
Lakers on top 71-63, matching the
largest lead of the game. The
Heat went on a 10-2 run to tie it
before Bryant made two spectacu-
lar shots to ﬁnlsh the third quar-
ter, putting Los Angeles ahead
77-73.

Bryant challenged O’Neal on
the first two Los Angeles posses-
sions. O’Neal blocked Bryant’s
shot the first time; Bryant made a
pullup jumper the second.

Bryant made his first three
three-point shots, giving him 11
points and the Lakers a 17-9 lead
less than 3"2 minutes in. Los Ange-
les was 5-for-5 from three-point
range at that stage.

O'Neal was relatively quiet
until making two thunderous
dunks, giving the Heat a 40-37
lead. The Lakers led 56-54 at half-
time.

O'Neal was traded for Odom,
Caron Butler and Brian Grant.

Butler, a starter, didn’t play
against his former team, having
been suspended for swinging at
New Orleans guard Dan Dickau.
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Ex-Texas
manager
Oates dies
at age 58

The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — After
Johnny Oates was diagnosed with
a brain tumor in 2001, he made a
commitment to live each day to
its utmost.

Knowing his time was short mo-
tivated Oates to climb out of bed,
even if it was just to see squirrels
in the backyard or feel the sun
‘warming his face.

Oates  died
e

monwealth Uni-
versity Medical
Center, his wife
and brother at
his side, his son said. He was 58.

“He was very comfortable. He
went very peacefully,” Andrew
Oates, 28, said.

“I have learned more from him
in the last three years than I did
in the first 25. I think he’s accom-
plished more in the last three
years and touched more people in
the last three years.”

Oates was best known for man-
aging the Texas Rangers to their
first three postseason appearanc-
es, in 1996, '98 and ’99. He re-
signed early in the 2001 season
after the team lost 17 of its first 28
games despite the offseason addi-
tion of $252 million free agent
shortstop Alex Rodriguez.

For Oates, the diagnosis of the
aggressive tumor glioblastoma
multiforme helped him to focus
on the things that mattered most
to him, primarily his family.

“When you look at it, it’s a bless-
ing,” he said in a March 2003 in-
terview with The Associated
Press at his home near Rich-
mond. “Really there’s only one
day of the week that has any im-
portance, and that's today. You
can’t do anything about yesterday
and you can’t do anything about
tomorrow. It’s just today.”

Oates shared the American
League Manager of the Year
award with New York’s Joe Torre
in 1996, and also managed the Bal-
timore Orioles from 1991-94.

Oates had a regular season
record of 797-746 and got his only
postseason victory in 10 tries
when the Rangers made their
playoff debut, winning 6-2 at Yan-
kee Stadium on Oct. 1, 1996.
Texas lost the next three games
and was swept by the Yankees in
1998 and 1999.

Oates, a left-handed hitting
catcher, played for five teams in
his major league career, starting
with the Orioles in 1970. For his
career, Oates hit .250 with 14
homers and 126 runs batted in.

A funeral was scheduled Tues-
day.

Three more umpires
to regain jobs

NEW YORK — Bob Davidson
spent last season umpiring in the
Class-A Midwest League, where
he made just $13,000. He was on
the road from April 4 to Sept. 20
and missed daughter Andrea’s
graduation from Colorado State.

Johnny Oates

Next year, he’s likely to be back
in the major leagues, making
$274,993.

Davidson is among three um-
pires who will be rehired by
major league baseball as part of a
settlement of the nasty dispute
that cost 22 umps their jobs in
1999. Six more will split $2.3 mil-
lion in severance pay.

The umpires will be brought
back as part of a new five-year
labor contract that was agreed to
Wednesday, a deal that also set-
tles the 1Y>-year-old grievance
umpires filed over a computer
system baseball has used to evalu-
ate plate umps.

Davidson, an a 52-year-old vet-
eran of 18 major league seasons,
worked behind the plate in 77
games last season.

Tom Hallion and Ed Hickox,
who also have been umpiring in
the minors, will get two of the
first five vacancies. That would in-
crease the number of rehired um-
pires to 11, half the total who lost
their jobs When a mass resigna-
tion strategy backfired in Septem-

Six umpires will receive sever-
ance pay and health benefits rang-
ing from $325,000 to $400,000.
Still to be resolved is back pay for
five umpires rehired as part of a
partial settlement in 2002. A fed-
eral appeals court ruled Gary
Darling, Bill Hohn, Larry Ponci-
no, Larry Vanover and Joe West
were entitled to the money, but
baseball has asked the U.S. Su-
preme Court to review the case.

Vazquez says Yankees would
regret trading him

PONCE, Puerto Rico — Javier
Vazquez says the New York Yan-
kees would be making a mistake
if they trade him.

A proposed three-team deal
that would have sent Vazquez to
Los Angeles, Randy Johnson
from Arizona to the Yankees and
Shawn Green from the Dodgers
to the Diamondbacks collapsed
earlier this week when Los Ange-
les changed its mind.

“P'm disappointed that the Yan-
kees are talking about trading me
for having nnly a bad second half
to the season,” Vazquez was quot-
ed as saying in Friday’s editions
of La Perla del Sur.

“T've had four consistent sea-
sons in the major leagues, and for
one bad second half it's unfair
that they want to trade me,”
Vazquez said. “I still trust in my
abilities, and if the Yankees trade
me, they will regret it.”

Vazquez, 28, went 14-9 with a
475 ERA. While he made the
All-Star team for the first time, he
won just one of his last nine regu-
lar-season starts.

Varitek signs with Sox;
selected team captain

BY JIMMY GOLEN
The Associated Press

BOSTON — Jason Varitek
doesn’t expect to hit like Carl Yas-
trzemski or Jim Rice. When it
comes to clubhouse leadership,
though, he is every bit their
equal.

The Boston Red Sox appointed
Varitek their third captain since
1923 after giving their longtime
catcher a $40 million, four-year
contract. Varitek did not know of
the honor until he was presented
with home and road jerseys bear-
ing a red “C” on Friday to formal-
ize the leadership role he has
grown into since joining the team
in 1997.

“It's not every day you're lucky
enough to sign a player who em-
bodies everything you want your
franchise to be,” general manag-
er Theo Epstein said. “When you
have that player, you don't let
him get away.”

Rice was the last official Red
Sox captain, serving from 1985
until he retired in 1989. “Captain
Carl” held the role in 1966 and
again from 1969 to 1983.

Rice and Yastrzemski were bat-
ting stars who earned the honor
by virtue of their stardom.
Varitek is a potent offensive play-
er, but what sets him apart is his
handling of the pitching staff and
his presence in the clubhouse.

“I'm extremely honored right
now. I don’t really know what to
say,” Varitek said. “If I can do
half of what they did statistically,
T'll be all right.”

Other players have been consid-
ered captains informally through
the years, like Varitek was until
this week.

“We're not asking Jason to
change at all by giving him that
captaincy,” Epstein said. “It’s just
a recognition of something every-
body knows.”

Pitcher Tim Wakefield said he
knows Varitek’s value despite
working almost exclusively with
backup catcher Doug Mirabelli.

“He’s really the glue that holds
the whole team together,” Wake-
field said.

Varitek originally sought a
five-year deal worth $55 million
with a no-trade clause that would
have guaranteed him the chance
to stay in Boston until he was 37.
But rather than seek all offers, he
told agent Scott Boras to deal with
the Red Sox first.

“Jason and (wife) Karen told
me specifically that my job is to
sit down and talk with Theo,”
Boras said.

“I honestly couldn’t see him
playing in another city,” Karen
Varitek said. “I just don’t think he
would fit anywhere else.”

Varitek is expected to be the
last of the free agents signed by
the Red Sox, who have already
added shortstop Edgar Renteria
and pitchers David Wells, Matt
Clement, Wade Miller, John Hala-
ma and Matt Mantei to the team
that won the franchise’s first

Catcher Jason Varitek leaps into the arms of reliever Keith Foulke to
celebrate Boston’s World Series triumph over St. Louis. After helping

the Red Sox to theil
to a four-year, $40

World Series championship since
1918.

The Red Sox entered the 2004
season with four major players
heading for free agency: Pedro
Martinez, Nomar Garciaparra,
Derek Lowe and Varitek.

Garciaparra was traded to the
Chicago Cubs in July, Martinez
signed with the New York Mets
this month and the Red Sox didn’t
pursue Lowe as a free agent. That
means they will keep just one of
the Big Four, but he’s the most im-
portant one.

“In our minds, he was the guy
that we kind of couldn’t live with-
out,” Epstein said. ‘“There
‘weren’t any real alternatives. Jas-
on’s kind of the heart and soul of
the Red Sox.”

The Red Sox had considered re-
loading last winter rather than let-
ting the free agents walk and get-
ting nothing in return. But Ep-
stein opted to keep the core to-
gether and Boston won its first
World Series since 1918.

“The transition worked out as
well as it possibly could,” Epstein
said. “We kept everyone because
we thought we had a real chance
to win, and that was realized.”

Varitek hit a career-high .296
with 18 homers and 73 RBISs last
season. Since his trade from Seat-

t championship since 1918, Varitek was signed
n contract and was designated team captain.

tle in 1997, he has a .271 batting
average with 97 homers and 418
RBISs in 832 games.

Varitek will receive a $4 mil-
lion signing bonus paid over four
years and annual salaries of $9
million. The Red Sox have a poli-
cy against no-trade clauses, so the
sides came up with a creative
compromise.

Varitek will get no-trade rights
once he has spent eight continu-
ous years with the team. Four
other Red Sox players, including
Manny Ramirez, have contracts
that entitle them to no-trade claus-
es that match those of their team-
mates; none of them would reach
that milestone in their current

deals.

“We felt that loyalty should be
rewarded. That's good policy,”
Epstein  said. “The no-trade
clause protection was the most dif-
ficult part of the negotiations.”

Now that he’s signed, Varitek
has a busy winter ahead. A studi-
ous preparer, he has a half-dozen
new pitchers to familiarize him-
self with: starters Miller, Clement
and Wells, swingman Halama
and reliever Mantei, with one
spot left to be filled.

“The biggest thing is winning.
To do it the first year — we all
know how long it took,” Varitek
said. “Hopefully, we have a foun-
dation big enough to do it again.”
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Chang finishes career at Hawaii
as first college quarterback
with 17,000 yards, Page 32

Shaqg 1
Kobe 0

(O’Neal fouls out of hyped
showdown with Bryant,

but Heat beat Lakers in OT g

BY JOHN NADEL
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The brick
wall came tumbling down Satur-
.

But that didn’t stop the Miami
Heat from beating the Los Ange-
les Lakers in Shaq vs. Kobe L.

With Shaquille O’'Neal watch-
ing from the bench after fouling
out late in the fourth quarter, Dw-
yane Wade and Eddie Jones
Scored four points each in over-
time and the Heat beat the Lak-
ers 104-102 to extend their win-
ning streak to 11 games, equaling
a franchise record.

The Heat survived despite a
season-high 42 points by Kobe
Bryant. But the Lakers’ star was
held scoreless in overtime, miss-
ing three shots including a
three-pointer at the buzzer.

“I knew that it wasn’t going to
go in,” O'Neal said.

O'Neal fouled out with 2:15 left
in the fourth period after getting
24 points and 11 rebounds in his
much-ballyhooed  first game
against the Lakers since being
traded to the Heat last summer.

O'Neal tied the game by dunk-
ing off a missed shot with three
minutes left, but picked up his
sixth foul 45 seconds later when
Bryant drove toward the basket.

“I felt I let them down a little
bit, but Flash [Wade] and Eddie

Jones told me they had it,” O’Neal

Bryant drew O’Neal's fifth foul
in s)mllar fashion with 4:04 tc

When asked last Monday what
would happen if Bryant drove the
lane, O'Neal replied: “When
you've got a Corvette that runs
into a brick wall, you know what's
going to happen.”

The Corvette won, but the Lak-
ers lost.

Wade, who had 29 points and
10 assists, scored with 2:06 re-
maining to give the Heat a 104-99
lead. The Lakers drew within two
points when Lamar Odom made
his second three-pointer of the
overtime with 1:11 to play.

But neither team scored after
that. The Lakers got the ball one
final time with 3.4 seconds to
play, but Bryant couldn’t come
through.

A pregame tribute to O'Neal
was shown on the videoboard be-
fore he was introduced to a stand-
ing ovation that lasted about 40
seconds. Bryant stood in front of
the Lakers” bench and clapped
lhmughuul

“I was just doing the sa
things T amdya do,” O'Neal s

“I'was just coming out here get-
ting ready to play and I didn’t
want to get caught up in the non-
sense.”

SEE SHAQ ON PAGE 38

Miami Heat's Shaquille 0'Neal dunks during the first half against the Los Angeles Lakers on Saturday in Los
Angeles. 0'Neal fouled out of his first game against his former team, but the Heat won 104-102 in overtime.
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